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on the 
Web 

Unauthorised dealers are 
selling huge blocks of 
World Cup tickets on the 
Internet, despite a 
ferocious row about the 
lack of tickets for English 
and Scottish fans. All the 
unauthorised tickets 
have been provided 
through black-market 
deals. An Independent 
investigation has 
provoked the French 
organisers into looking at 
the activities of a US- 
based agency. 


The organisers of this sum- 
mer’s World Cup in France are 
investigating an unauthorised 
American t icket agency’s claim 
that official tour operators are 
providing it with tickets to sell 
on the black market. 

The move follows an inves- 
tigation by The Independent into 
the availability of tickets for the 
tournament through unofficial 
sources. If the claim proves to 
be true, it would undermine not 
only the integrity of the agents 
involved, but also raise further 
questions about why so few 


EXCLUSIVE 
BY NICK 
HARRIS 


tickets are available directly to 
fans of the teams involved. 

Seventeen travel agents 
around the world are authorised 
by Effia, football’s world gov- 
erning body, to sell 8 per cent 
of ail tickets for the World Cup, 
which anjounts to 200,000 indi- 
vidual diets. However, sever- 
al unauthorised companies are 
advertising tickets on the In- 
ternet’ Seme are advertising 
tickets fof every game in the 
competition, including the finaL 

The trench Organising 
Committed (CFO) says it will in- 
vestigate.! an unauthorised 
American hgency, 24/7 Ticket 
Service, based in Atlanta, which 
advertises Worldwide on the In- 
teraet and ^fajtii riahns it is able 
to fulfil orders for World Cup 
ticke ts because it is supplied di- 
rectly by official agents. 

Selling on World Cup tickets 
for profit is illegal in France and 
the CTO says that it will take le- 
gal action against anyone of- 
fering tickets for sale without 
authorisation, including com- 
panies in America. 

The Independent , having seen 
tickets being advertised by the 
24/7 Ticket Service, posed as a 
buyerand requested tickets for 
various fixtures, including Eng- 
land’s three opening group 
games, the quarter- and semi-fi- 
nals and the final. 

A 24/7 spokesman said there 
would be no problem and even- 
tually agreed to provide 477 pre- 
mium tickets, with a face value 
of approximately £19,000, at a 
cost of £244,000 (a profit of 
1,184 per cent). 

He also provided a written 
confirmation that claimed: “My 
sources are official tour opera- 
tors as assigned by Fifa in North 
America and Europe. These 
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Victory. Z5nho celebrates after Brazil's 1994 World Cup win in Pasadena Photograph: EM Pics 


are contacts that my compa- 
ny has used in the past with the 
previous World Cup and 
Olympics. The relationships 
are solid.” 

The agent said all tickets 
would be delivered by 1 June, 
as soon as the authorised 
agents had taken delivery 
from the CFO, which win is- 
sue them in May. Sixty per 
cent of seats have been allo- 
cated to French fans, 20 per 
cent to sponsors and autho- 
rised agencies for distribution 
in travel packages, and the re- 
maining 20 per cent to Fifa to 
divide between the two sides 

playing each game and 200 na- 
tional football federations. 

For England’s opening 
g ame against Tunisia, which 
will be played on 15 June in 
a 60,000-seat stadium in Mar- 
seilles, 36,000 tickets will be 


held by people who bought 
them in France. 12.000 by 
those who bought them from 
authorised agents or were 
supplied bv sponsors, and 
11000 by Fifa. 

England’s allocation will 
come from this last 12,000. and 
will amount to 4,SUft. or 
S per cent of the total. 

With England's official 
supporters club alone having 
32,000 members, many of 
whom win want tickets, it is ob- 
vious there will be a shortfall 
in supply. This is already a ma- 
jor concern for the authorised 
travel agents in Britain. 

The Independent spoke to 
two of the Fifa-authorised 
travel agencies based in Eng- 
land and asked them whether 
they knew of official agencies 
which dealt with American un- 
official ticket agencies. John 


Hall, of Gullivers Sports Trav- 
el. said his company only sold 
tickets in Europe. "As part ««f 
the commitment with the 
CFO. we appoint agents in 
other European countries.” he 
said. He added that his com- 
pany, along with the other Eu- 
ropean-based agencies, will 
receive 1511 tickets per Euro- 
pean team for each game in- 
volving a European side, and 
that he and his appointed 
agents in Europe would sell 
them all within Europe as 
stipulated by the CFO. 

Mike Burton, of Mike Bur- 
ton Sports Travel, said that he 
was also dealing only within 
Europe with lATA-bonded 
travel agents appointed by 
him in 15 European countries. 
He said he was unaware of any 
agents selling on to unauthit- 
rised agents. 


Welfare splits 
the nation, says 
Blair. But could it 
be his Vietnam? 



A campaign for welfare 
reform opened 
yesterday with the 
Prime Minister 
condemning an outdated 
system that had helped 
create two nations, 
while William Hague 
warned that welfare 
would be Labour’s 
Vietnam - a disaster. 

Our Political Editor 
reports on the start of a 
critical debate. 


Ibny Blair last night appealed 
to Labour activists to help 
build a national consensus for 
change in a welfare system 
that had split the nation - “one 
nation trapped on benefits, the 
other paying for them. 

"One nation iu growing 
poverty, shut out from society’s 
mainstream, the other watch- 
ing social security spending 
rise and rise, until it costs more 
than health, education, law 
and order and employment 
put together." 

The Conservative leader 
said Mr Blair was a salesman 
without a product - before go- 
ing on to compare the cam- 
paign to America's disastrous 
and humiliating debacle in 
Vietnam. 

“This is a noble cause.” 
William Hague told a Parlia- 
mentary Press Gallery lunch. 
“But as with Vietnam, they 
are not sure why they arc there; 
they don't know how to bring 
to an end what they are op- 
posed io; they do not know 
what victory is. 

“But they will keep com- 


mitting more troops in the hope 
it will lead to salvation. In the 
end they will be forced to with- 
draw through lack of resources." 

The Prime Minister's 
spokesman said Mr Blair was 
attempting to deal with a legacy 
of failure after 18 years of 
Conservative government. In 
1993. they had attempted to 
generate a debate for change, 
but the problems had continued 
to grow. 

Last night, in a speech to 
party members in Dudley, West 
Midlands. Mr Blair said the 


BY ANTHONY 
BEVINS 


welfare state was neither a 
pathway out of poverty nor a 
route to dignity in retirement; 
but rather a dead end for too 
many. A long-term, thought-out 
change of structure was neces- 
sary, even if the rewards did not 
come until the next century. 

To those who doubt we 
should do it," the Prime Min- 
ister said, “to those who believe 
i! is too risky, too tricky, or even 
unnecessary, I say examine the 
evidence. 

“With your head, I ask you 
to look at the facts. With your 
heart, I ask you to look at the 
current suffering. Then tell me 
the status quo is an option." 

Among the many points 
made in a fact-packed assort- 
ment of social security’ “focus 
files", it was stated that while 
one in ten had been living in 
poverty when Margaret Thatch- 
er became Prime Minister in 


1979, the figure was now one in 
five - defined as those living on 
less than half average income. 

Another “focus file" said the 
poorest 10 per cent of pen- 
sioners were on an average 
weekly gross income of £69.90, 
compared with £602 JO for the 
top 10 per cent of pensioners. 

There was no mention of the 
“affluence test” mooted at the 
weekend by Harriet Harman, 
the Secretary of State for So- 
cial Security, and Mr Blair 
said: “The state pension will re- 
main the foundation for secu- 
rity in retirement. Those of 
working age who through ill- 
ness, disability or caring re- 
sponsibilities cannot work, will 
always be protected by a 
Labour government." 

Mr Blair set out four found- 
ing principles for change; soci- 
ety had a responsibility to help 
people in genuine need, unable 
to look after themselves; indi- 
viduals had a responsibility to 
provide for themselves, when 
they could so; work was the best 
way out of poverty for those 
able to work; and fraud and 
abuse would not be tolerated. 

More detail was provided by 
Frank Field, the minister for 
welfare reform, in a speech to 
the Thatdierite Centre for ft»l- 
icy Studies last night 

He said there was no ques- 
tion of a “big bang” approach 
to reform, because that would 
risk collateral damage to the in- 
nocent. but he did argue for a 
“patchwork", “a rich diversity” 
or a “mixed economy” of wel- 
fare provision", with the Gov- 
ernment as a partner, not a 
dictator, in the construction of 
a new welfare state. 

Leader, page 20 

Politics, page 10 


50,000 

flights 

to 

Europe 

from 

£34 

return 

inc. 

airport 

taxes 


TOKEN 7: 

THE EYE, PAGE A 
INDEPENDENT AND 
INDEPENDENT 
ON SUNDAY TOKEN 
COLLECT 




TODAY’S NEWS 


Trekkers save Tibetans 

A Scottish couple have rescued a group of Tibetan 
refugees caught in snowstorms in the Himalayan moun- 
tains and led them to safety in Kathmandu. 

Stuart Findlay and his girlfriend. Claire McNaughton, 
trekked for miles with the group of refugees, many of 
whom were sick and dying. “They had been walking for 
three weeks wearing little and they only had chin tennis 
shoes on their feet. They were suffering from terrible 
frostbite and hadn't eaten properly for days." Mr Findlay 
said. Page 3 

Bluebell medicine 

Treatments for HIV infection and cancer could be devel- 
oped from the humble bluebell after a Government sci- 
entific body joined forces with a drug company yesterday 
to spearhead research. 

Scientists at an institute in Wales have shown that 
bluebells, and their close relation the harebell, are 
packed with drugs which they use as a defence mecha- 
nism against animals and insect pests. Page 17 

Doubts on oldest mother 

There was a mystery last night about the age of Eliza- 
beth Buttle, a Welsh fanner, who is reported to have 
become Britain’s oldest natural mother at the age of 60. 

Medical experts said that while a natural birth to a 
woman of 54 would be exceptional, at 60 it would be 
miraculous. The confusion appears to have arisen from a 
discrepancy between Mrs Butde’s medical record, which 
gives her age as 54, and her birth certificate which gives 
her date of birth as 10 February 1937. Page 3 
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THE WORLD’S smallest 
computer has been fit- 
ted into a hearing aid to 
give us the first frilly dig- 
italised hearing aid. 

Its incredible tiny micro- 
chip can make 14 million 
instructions per second — as 
fast as a good PC. 

Called DigiFocus, this in- 
the-ear aid allows sounds 
and speech to be beard more 
dearly and more precisely, 
and from a greater dis- 
tance than has ever been 
possible before. 

It makes claims of “better 
hearing" from other hear- 
ing aid makers look like 
massive over-statements. 
With DigiFocus it’s like 
moving from hearing sounds 
through an ear trumpet to 
being in a completely digi- 
talised recording studio. 

You needn’t feel out of it 

at parties, shopping, rneet- 


Demonstrations ac 7] Duke Si, 
London Wl, (off Oxford Si, opp 
SdfiidsesuTek 0172 4081245 


ings, nor awkward watching 
television — you name the 
time and the place and 
you’re back in the swing of 
it 

DigiFocus filters all 
sounds passing through it 
so that it is hard to believe 
you have any hearing loss 
at all. 

The microchip is pro- 
grammed especially to suit 
your needs to give you 
hearing quality that you 
have never experienced 
before. 

DigiFocus is the result of 
ten years’ research by 
Oticon of Denmark, pio- 
neers in the development 
of hearing aids and also a 
leading manufacturer of 
hearing aids. 

For more information: 

Ring Heephone 

0800 515349 


[Please post me friee and without*! obligation de tai'ig nf"} 
'the Oigjfocus Hearing Aid system. 

□ Tick if pensioner. 


Mr/MWMiss 


Address: 


Postcode: .Tel No: J 

Phone or send coupon today (No stamp required) to: J 

Hidden Hearing Ltd, FREEPOST MAJ 1 7. Medway St, | 
Maidstone, MEW 1BR. Or call FREEPHONE 0800 515349 ' 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


Bookie shouts the odds 
in Ireland’s Army scandal 


A Dublin bookmaker has responded to general disgust at the numbers of 
Irish Army personnel claiming compensation for hearing loss during ar- 
tillery training by offering 10- 1 odds on soldiers suing for impaired vision 
due to glare from over-shiny bools. 

Paddy Rjwer bookmakers insisted its new odds were genuine, and offered 
in response to public anger at the scale of deafness claims. The winHai 
has been growing since last April when the Daii was told 350 cases had 
been settled, and £35 0m would be needed to resolve all claims Estim ates 
of the eventual bill plus costs have since grown to over £2bn. 

Other bets offered include 20-1 on claims for sore throats due to singing 
marching songs; 5-1 on soldiers suing for travel sickness during journeys 
to the Lebanon; 25-1 on compensation for money lost at an Army day out 
at the races; and 500-1 on the Army w inning a collective Oscar for acting. 

More than 10,500 past and present Irish soldiers ( including a retired 
brigadier general) have so far brought deafness cl aims, lb natio nal dis- 
belief, another five cases are being brought by soldiers claiming the Army 
was negligent in not supplying them with sun cream while serving with 
Unifil peace-keeping force in the Lebanon. 

It also emerged an officer awarded £25,000 last year in a “deafness" 

claim is in line to lead an infantry bat- 
talion, even though his medical as- 
sessment recommends he should not 
go within 300 yards of heavy weapons. 

In addition 15 soldiers are suing the 
state claiming they suffered food-poi- 
soning at an off-duty barbecue in the 
Lebanon. 

John Lucey, general secretary of 
Irish soldiers' association said the 
claims were serious and criticised 
“trivialisation” of the issue. Food poi- 
soning cases were so serious several 
were airlifted out for treatment The 
kitchen involved was dismantled UN 
inspectors' instructions, he said. 

The nightmare for taxpayers is that 
much of the hard-earned fruits of Ire- 
land’s boom will not now go to raising 
• standards in cash-strapped schools, hos- 

pitals and railways but into paying Army “compo", as compensation is known 
here. 

The country is split by the issue. One side believes soldiers are guilty 
of outrageous neck. The other feels top brass deserve the brick-bats given 
their stupidity in failing to supply hearing protection during tr ainin g, and 
then blocking soldiers using their own, because they were not official issue. 

The Irish defence minister, Michael Smith, warned this week the vol- 
ume of Army damages cases could have enormous implications for Ire- 
land's “compo culture**. 

He claimed people who had suffered genuinely were being used “to 
open up a vista for litigation in this country that has no horizon. My de- 
partment could end up taking finance from education, health and social 
welfare to pay inflated costs and cl aims . Financing the Army itself is un- 
der threat", he said. 

If allowed, ambulance-chasing solicitors would also wreak havoc across 
Irish industry, and employers could be sued for hosting social events for 
staff, or being blamed for the weather in which work was carried ouL - 

— Akin Murdoch in Dublin 


UPDATE 




Monty Python in their Seventies heyday, with the late Graham Chapman third from left 

Python back for something completely different 


Bang out of order: What will 
Irish troops claim for next? 
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Nobody expects the Monty Python learn to re-form. 
But then again their chief weapon is surprise... 
surprise and fear... Their two weapons are fear and 
surprise. . . and ruthless efficiency . . . Their three weapon* 
are fear, surprise, anti ruthless efficiency. . . amt an almost 
fanatical devotion to the Pope. . . 

They' may not do the Spanish inquisition sketch, 
but the five surviving members of Monty Python are 
to reunite for the first lime in more than 10 years. 
John Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle. Terry Jones 
and Michael Palin will gel together at an American 
comedy festival in March. 

The festival in Aspen. Colorado, will include a 
retrospective and career tribute to the troupe, with 
the comedian Robert Klein moderating a discussion 
and tossing questions at Python members. It will be 
film ed bv American cable television channel HBO 


Chicago in for 
Olivier awards 

The two stars of the hit musical 
Chicago are competing for a best 
actress prize in the Laurence Olivi- 
er Awards. In the nominations an- 
nounced yesterday Chicago 
received seven nominations. And 
its leading ladies Ruthie Hensbalt 
and Ute Lemper* are both vyipg 
for best actress in a musical. 

Dame Judi Dench, Dame Mag- 
gie Smith. Zoe WanamakeF. 
Michael Gambon, Rupert Graves, 
Maureen Lipraan, Ronald Pickup. 
Ian Holm and Simon Russell Beale 
are among the actors in the run- 
ning for other theatre awards. 

Chicago . an all-British produc- 
tion of a sm3sh-hit Broadway re- 
vival about a women's prison, 
opened at the West End AdeJphi 
TTieatre to rave reviews and mas- 
sive box offices last October. It also 
gains Olivier nominations for best 
actor, best director, best choreog- 



Lerriper: Best" actress chance 


raphy for Ann Reinking and best 
costume design. 

Not far behind is Lady In The 
Dark at the Lyttleton Theatre with 
five nominations including the 
Amcx 3ward for best new musical. 
King Learnt the National Theatre, 
gets four including Ian Holm for 
King Lear. The awards will be held 
on 16 February. 

— David Uster, Arts News Editor 


and may be shown in Britain later this year. 

It is the first time they have worked together since 
before the death of Graham Chapman in 1989. 

Palin said this week that the get-together, which 
will include sketches could spark a reunion of the 
group; “We’ve considered getting together before, 
bul there's been this feeling that we aren’t quite com- 
plete without Graham and it would always be so." 

The members have mainly pursued individual pro- 
jects since making Meaning of Life in 1983 but Palin 
said that the men still keep in fairly close touch and 
have “a great feeling of affection” for one another. 

“If we have a good time in .Aspen, that may just 
mean that we’d consider a future project — most like- 
ly a movie. I would think. That would be our best 
proposition for a full-scale reunion." 

— Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 


Wilson retires 
from Mirror 

Charles Wilson, former acting 
editor of 77/e Independent, has re- 
tired as managing director of Mir- 
ror Group, one of the share- 
holders in The Independent. Mr 
Wilson, who was also a former ed- 
itor ofthe 1 Tnnafras also resigned 
from The board.of Mirror Group. 

Mr Wilson, a robust Scocr start- 
edjri ne^yteis .id 195 TJand 
flame ita theDaih'Mail 
He has since edited Glasgow's 
Evening Times, the Chicago Sun- 
Tunes and the Sporting Life. 

Mr Wilson's departure has al- 
lowed Mirror Group to restructure 
its senior management and his op- 
erational responsibilities wili be 
taken over by Kelvin MacKenzie, 
former editor of The Sun. Mr 
MacKenzie will be deputy chief ex- 
ecutive and group managing di- 
rector reporting to the chief 
executive David Montgomery. 
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Recycling is a wasted effort 

Homes in England and Wiles recycled or composed jutiS |P<*«** ! 
their garbage tal»5/96, according to aGovernmentre^rtyt^yH 
- lodks increasingly likely that its target of recyclmga quarter of household 

^S^Stannualsurvqyofhou^Jd^ £*£ 

waste collects, in England and Whies. U*al 

million tonnes of municipal waste m that year : and JMt < aver W^rceM- 
came from homes,. The average house produced a hide more tana tanne 
7£LZ homS issued wi£*e larger “wbeelie burs", g,ven more space 

l ° S for recyciing 37 

paper and card, 24 per cent of glass, and 1 per cent of steel and alumuu- 

"“iTE year of the survey one sixth of homes were covered I by kerWde 
coUectiouKhemes. which pick up recyclable paper or^ass and 
plastic and cans from outside the from door once a week r.the proportion 
has grown since then. Recycling rates were lowest m London and lie large 
conurbations. 

M OTORING - • •. IV/- 

Police to weed out drug-drivers ; : 

Motorists who get behind the wheel af- 
ter smoking cannabis could be a greater 
potential danger than drunk drivers, the 
RAC warned yesterday. 

Cannabis is regularly smoked by 
about 10 per cent of the driving popu- 
lation, the motoring organisation said. 

Yet driving after using it does not carry 
the same social stigma as drinking and 
driving, the RAC added. 

The drug slows down reaction times 
and reduces concentration but the po- 
lice have no way of testing at t be road- 
side for its use. 

The RAC is now proposing a three- 
pronged strategy for dealing with drug 

driving: ascertain the true extent and danger of drug driving; run information 
rampnig ns warning drivers of the dangers and tragic consequences of ding . 
use and driving; develop a roadside tester, similar to the breathalyser, and 
improve training for police officers to spot the symptoms of drug use. 

SOCI ETY 

Racist attacks on the rise 

A rise in racially motivated crimes was revealed by the chief constable of 
Scotland's largest police force yesterday. • 

John Orr, of Strathclyde Police, said in Glasgow figures showed more 
victims were coining forward, and more racist offenders were being caughL 
The figures show that in the nine months from 1 April to 31 December 
1 997. a total of 332 racial incidents were reported to the police compared 
with 206 in the year ending 31 March 1997 - a rise of 126 or 61 per cent.. 

At the same time, detections in incidents where racism was confirmed 
rose by 11 per cent in the same comparison period - to 72 per cent from 
61 per cent ’ - 
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Its the fastest Intel notebook processor ever Intel's new 266MHz Pentium® 
Processor with MMX™ technology. Now. just days after its launch, Dell have. 
PRnt'M 1 ?! incorporated it in the new Inspiron 3000 266XT notebook. A stunningly 
high-tech, high spec system, incorporating a 13.3’ XGA TFT screen, the Inspiron 3000 
266XT is suprisingly affordable. Proof again of the 

advantages of buying direct from Dell. Call the 
world s largest direct PC manufactured now. And be 


To order online 24 hours: www.dell.com/uk 
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Mystery over age of the ‘oldest mother’ 


Welsh farm owner, 
Elizabeth Buttle, has 
become Britain’s oldest 
natural mother at the 
age of 60. Or has she? 
Jeremy Laurence, 
health editor, looks at 
the tangled 
circumstances of an 
extraordinary birth. 

Elizabeth Buttle has had a 
baby boy 35 years after her only 
other child, a daughter, was 
bom in 1962. The new arrival, 
named Joseph, has astonished 
experts but it is still unclear 
whether it will pul bis mother 
in the record books. 

The baby was delivered by 


Caesarean section last No- 
vember at the West Wiles Gen- 
eral Hospital, Carmarthen, but 
details only emerged on 
Wednesday. Doctors had 
feared the child would be at risk 
of a chromosomal abnormal!- 
ry such as Downs syndrome, 
which is higher in older moth- 
ers, but he was bom healthy. 

Mrs Buttle attributed her 
achievement to the -clean 
country air" and expressed a de- 
sire to be left to get on with run- 
ning her farms, of which she 
owns several around Cwmann, 
near Lampeter. The father of 
the boy, Peter Rawstron. also 
appeared shy of publicity after 
it emerged that be had left his 
wife to live with Mrs Buttle. 
There was confusion, too, over 
Mrs Buttle's age which was 



Elizabeth Buttle: 60 or 54? 


variously reported as 54 and 60. 
Medical experts said that while 
a natural birth to a woman of 
54 would be exceptional, at 60 
it would be miraculous. If con- 
firmed, it would exceed by five 


years the previous British 
record held by Kathleen Camp- 
bell, who was 55 when she bad 
a her son, Joby, in 1 987 in Not- 
tingham. 

The confusion appears to 
have arisen from a discrepancy 
between Mrs Buttle’s hospital 
medical record, which gives her 
age as 54, and her birth certifi- 
cate which gives her date of birth 
as 10 ftbniaiy 1937, making her 
61 next mooth. 

Checks by the Press Asso- 
ciation at the Family Records 
Centre in London revealed an 
Elizabeth Espley. Mrs Buttle’s 
maiden name, was bom early in 
1937 in the Chester area and 
there were no further births reg- 
istered in the same name before 
late 1945. 

Mrs Buttle, who has been 


married twice and whose sec- 
ond husband died 10 years 
ago, said she was delighted to 
have a new son. “He is my lit- 
tle miracle and be makes me 
feel like a young woman again. 
I feel perfectly well and I don't 
know what the fuss is abouL 
There were no complications 
aiid the hospital staff were 
absolutely marvellous." 

Mrs Rawstron, wife of the 
boy’s father, who still sees her 
husband every day as they run 
the family agricultural business 
together, said: “He’s been fool- 
ish to say the least. I’m very un- 
happy about the whole situation. 
Most babies are a cause for cel- 
ebration but this one is noL" 

Professor David James, head 
of fetomateraal medicine at the 

University of Not tingham, said: 


-Women cease their periods 
around the age of 50 plus or mi- 
nus three or four years. Fifty- 
four is therefore one end of the 
possible spectrum. If a woman 
is well past her menopause it 
theoretically should be impos- 
sible for her to conceive." All a 
woman’s eggs are present in her 
ovaries at birth. When the last 
egg has been released, the 
menopause ensues. The main 
limitation on motherhood in the 
fifties is the age of the egg. 

West Wales General hospi- 
tal was making no comment yes- 
terday on Mrs Buttle’s delivery, 
but earlier John Power, chief ex- 
ecutive. said women of her age 
were given special care by the 
midwives. “We are all delight- 
ed the baby was born healthy 
and has continued to do welL” , 
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Scottish 

couple 

rescue 

Tibetan 

refugees 

A Scottish couple who 
were on a trekking 
holiday in the Himalayas 
carried out a dramatic 
rescue of a group of 
Tibetan refugees. Ian 
Burrell recounts an 
adventure story which 
echoes the film 
Seven Years in Tibet 


Through the falling snow, the 
Tibetans had walked and 
climbed for three weeks, cov- 
ering 600 miles of icy and 
mountainous terrain in their 
desperate bid for freedom. 

By the time they reached 
Nepal, the freezing conditions 
had claimed the lives of five of 
their number; a 16-year-old 
monk and four children aged 1 1 
and 12, whose bodies were left 
as they feU. 

Gain; McNaughton and her 
boyfriend Stuart Findlay, who 
were on trekking holiday, had 
just stopped for a cup of tea at 
the top of the 19,000ft-high 
Nangpa-la-a pass when one of 
the Tibetans, a young Bhuddist 
nun, sat down beside them. As 
she Look off her shoes and 
socks, they stared in shod: at her 
frostbite. 

Ms McNaughton, 32, told 
The Independent yesterday. “We 
realised that if she didn’t get 
medical help, she would have se- 
rious problems with gangrene." 

Ignoring advice from other 
Western Lrekkers not to get in- 
volved, the Edinburgh couple 
resolved to help the nun and her 
companions.' 

“They had been walking for 
three weeks wearing little and 
they only had thin tennis shoes 
on their feet They were on the 
point of death and I think they 
knew it." said Mr Findlay, 36. 

“They were still walking but 
most of them were hobbling and 
their onfy possessions were the 
clothes they were standing in. 
We decided Lhat we had to 



help two of the ones who were 
suffering the most." 

One 11-year-old Tibetan 
girl was suffering from ex- 
haustion and Mr Findlay took 
her in his arms, while Ms Mc- 
Naughton and four hired 


porters helped the nun as they 
walked for nine hours - climb- 
ing a total of 3.000ft in the 
process - to a hospital estab- 
lished by the mountaineer Sir 
Edmund Hillary at Khunde, 
nearNamche Bazaar. 90 miles 


north east of Kathmandu. 

They then contacted repre- 
sentatives of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees, who arranged for j 
rescue parly with horses to 
help the other Tibetans. 


ER becom’es most expensive programme in TV history 



Clooney: £100,000 an episode 


The cast of ihe cult television 
soap ER have become the 
highest paid performers in 
television history, with the 
NBC network in America 
agreeing to pay £&2ni per 
one hour episode in order to 
keep the show for another 
three years. 

Tbe hospital drama, which 
is broadcast first on Sky in 
Britain and the on C4, stars 
the heart throb George 


Clooney and, since last year, 
the British acLress Alex 
Kingston, star of MoU 
Flanders on British television 
and the former wife of the 
actor Ralph Fiennes. 

ER has been America’s 
number one prime-lime show 
with a weekly audience of 33 
million. The new ihree-vear 
deal with ER's ere a Lore. 
Warner Brothers, will work 
out at £536m for 22 episodes 


per season. NBC at present 
pays “just" £lm per episode 
and earns around £lUm in 
advertising. 

The new lee per episode 

easily heals the present 
record holder - £3m per 
episode lor the American 
comedy Seinfeld, also on 
NBC. the star of thal show. 
Jerry Seinfeld, has decided 10 
dose the show ai ihe end of 
ihc vear. 


As for the stare of ER, 
George Gooney is the 
highest paid member of the 
cast earning around £100.000 
an episode. Alex Kingston, 
who has rapidly become a key 
member of the cast since 
making her debut in the 
iUieumcniury-wiihin-a-drama 
opening to the latest series, 
cams around £30.000 per 
episode, only half as much as 
the highest paid temaie star. 


Warm feeling: Scottish 
holidaymakers Claire 
McNaughton and Stuart 
Findlay with Nima Dikki 
(right) and Dadal (front), 
two of the Tibetans they 
helped rescue from the 
Himalayas 

Photograph: Newsflash 


Mr Findlay said: “We 
trekked after them and found 
them in a terrible state. Many 
of them were close to death and 
we had to get them out of there 
as soon as possible." 

The Nepalese police pro- 


vided the horees to cany the Ti- 
betans to a refugee camp and 
later flew them to Kathmandu 
where they were treated for 
frostbite and exhaustion. 

One 22-year-old man had to 
have both his legs amputated 
below the knee. 

The 21 refugees had been on 
the run from Tibet - a country 
whose plight was recently 
brought into sharp focus by the 
film Seven Years in Tibet, star- 
ring Brad Pitt. 

The dreadful weather con- 
ditions make this the most pop- 
ular time of the year for Tibetan 
refugees to make the crossing 1 
as they rightly believe that hor- I 
der patrols are at a minimum 

Ms McNaughton said that 
some of the children were be- 
ing sent to Nepal to join schools 
tun by the exiled Tibetan gov- 
ernment in India because they 
are so opposed to schools in Ti- 
bet, which are controlled by the 
Chinese. Many of the adults 
were hoping to join monaster- 
ies or nunneries in India. 

The Scots couple had spent 
two months trekking in Nepal, 
when in December a snow- 
storm hit the Himalayan region 
near Mourn Everest. Within 36 
hours, more than 3ft of snow 
had fallen, leaving many moun- 
tain-side villages isolated. 

Ms McNaughton, who runs 
a small garden nursery in Ed- 
inburgh, and Mr Findlay, who 
is currently unemployed, re- 
turned to Scotland two weeks 
ago. 

Ms McNaughton said they 
hoped to return to the Hi- 
malayas to see how the Ti- 
betans were recovering. 

“My lasting memory is a 
mixture of the shock of seeing 
how badly injured they were and 
of being able to help another 
human being even though you 
were unable to speak to them. 
There was a bond between us," 
sbe said. “We have also had 
first-hand experience of the 
tragedy that is Tibet and that has 
opened our eyes." 


Julianna Marguilies. How 
much each actor receives 
under the new deal will 
depend on the new contracts 
their agents wall hurriedly 
negotiate. 

The desire of other 
American networks, 
including Rupert Murdoch’s 
Fox empire, to lure Ihe show 
away from NBC hastened the 
network's decision to pay out 
the record sum. 
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Pigs to be spared 
from the chop 

As one of Lhe Tamworth Two was cornered 
in a Wiltshire garden last night, their own- 
er relented and announced that he was will- 
ing to cut a deal with anyone who wanted 
to adopt his pigs. 

As darkness fell, three police officers and 
an RSPCA inspector were living to round 
up the fugitive, but the whereabouts of his 
partner was stdl unknown. 

The pigs’ owner. Amoldo Dijulio, bad 
insisted that once the five-month-old boars 
were apprehended he would see that they 
were taken back to the slaugherhouse, but 
yesterday he said: ‘If somebody makes an 
offer to me then I can sell the pigs and they 
can take them off my hands.” Had they met 
their intended fate they would have fetched 
f 40 each; their celebrity status means they 
could now be worth much more. 

As the fugitives entered their second 
week of freedom. Mr Dijulio was being in- 
undated with offers of sanctuary. “They have 
been ringing my work, ringing up from Lon- 
don and sending a helicopter.” he said. 

The eight-stone pigs have been nick- 
named Fred and Ginger by local residents 
in Malmesbury. Wiltshire, “because they had 
to have performed some pretty fancy foot- 
work to have escaped the butcher's knife”. 

— Gore Gamer 



Waxing lyrical: Poets Roger McGough (standing), Andrew Motion, Moniza Alvi (left) and Carol Anne Duffy judging the National Poetry 
Competition in London yesterday. A record number of more than 9,000 entries are vying for the £5,000 prize Photograph: David Rose 


Shopping this weekend? 
Don’t forget the list. 
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Diana fund 
satisfied wi 
lawyers’ fe< 
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Trustees of the Diana 
Memorial Fund denied 
they were sacking their 
lawyers over a £ 500,000 
bill. But one MP 
described the charge as 
‘extravagant*. Michael 

Streeter, Legal Affairs 

Correspondent, looks at 
an embarrassing row 
over the fund. 


The trustees and the lawyers, 
Misbcon de Reya, were upset 
yesterday over reports of a fall- 
out over the legal biD. In a state- 
ment the Board of Trustees of 
the £37.5m fund said the fees, 
incurred over three months, 
were “if anything, on the low 
side”. And Anthony Julius, 
chairman of the board of 
trustees, a partner of the firm 
and friend of the Princess, was 
said to be “deeply upset” at the 
publicity surrounding him and 
the firm’s bill. 

An inquiry was launched to 
find the “source” who told the 
Minor of the firm’s confiden- 
tial billing arrangements and 
who claimed the trustees were 
considering changing their 
lawyers because of the cosL 

The Independent under- 
stands the person has already 
been identified and “will be 
asked to account for their ac- 
tions”. It emerged that the 
Charity Commission told the 
trustees of the Diana, Princess 
of Wales Memorial Fund at its 
creation that there was poten- 


tial conflict of interest an haw. 
ing as chairman of tssefiexs a 
lawyer, Mr Julius, whose firm • 
was also acting as their lawyers. 

A co mmis sion spokes- .: 
woman said it was a mattfer.of.. 
"bringing it to their attention? 
and they received a reply say- 
ing the fund was being chargcd 
by the lawyers on a ntitf-prpfit 
making basis. 

In its statement the'board, 
which will announce -the first 
beneficiaries of the -fluid -in 1 
March, said it considered Misti- 
con's fees to be “reasonable and 
appropriate for the work un- ' 
dertaken”. None 1 of thi legal 
costs would be made fro nr do- 
nations by members ofthe pub- 
lic but come from the 
commercial side of the fund, 
such as establishing copyright 
for the multi- millicmrSeHing Di- 
ana tribute album . ' 

Trustee Vivienne Party said 
“The financial benefits from the 
commercial projects being cs- ' 
tabiisbed by Misbcon de Reya 
will massively outweigh the 
cosis of setting them op... This 
is an absolute storm in a tea- 
cup." 

John Jackson, non-solicitor 
chairman of Misboon de Reya, 
said it had discounted its fees 
by 20 percent as a contribution 
towards good works the fuatL 
was hoping to carry but. The 
fiim says much of the money has 
gone on fixed costs. 

Labour MP Robin -Corbctt ■ 
described the charges as ex- 
travagant; people whohad con- 
tributed to the fund would be 
“upset and displeased^. 
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Police shoot ‘unarmed* man 

A man shot dead yesterday by police in his flat is thought to 
have been unarmed. The 39-year-old man was shot once in 
the chest during the raid on the flat in St Leonards. Hast Sus- 
sex and died shortly afterwards. A woman who was with him 
was not hurt but needed treatment for shock. 

An independent investigation has been launched -and win 
be overseen by the Police Complaints Authority and a senior 
officer from the Kent Constabulary. But Sussex Chief Con- . 
stable Phul Whitehouse said he did not believe any of hfe of- 
ficers had acted improperly. He said that the raid, by officers 
from the Special Operations Unit, was part of ah investiga- 
tion into an attempted murder and cocaine trafficking. “None 
of the officers has been suspended because I have no evidence 
available to me to make me take that course of action. 4t is 
not normal procedure to suspend people in such circumstances,” 
Mr Whitehouse said. The operation involved 30 officers, but 
it is thought only four entered the room where the man died. _• 


Papergirl raped 


Police axe appealing for witnesses after a 14-year-old girl was 
raped as sh&started her early morning round delivering news- 
papers. The girl, from South Shields, Tyne and Wear, was at- 
tacked in the Harton area of the town. A man approached^ 
her from behind, pulled her into a lane and raped her. 

The girl is said to be shocked and extremely upset over -■ 
the attack, which happened at about 7am on 6 January. She 
is being comforted by police, family and friends. 

Her attacker is described as in his 20s, medium build and 
of mixed race, with golden coloured skin. He had black hair, : 
short at the sides, longer on top, and a Tyneside accenL He> 
was wearing a yellow jacket and smart black dress trousers.' 

Police say there is no connection between the attack and f 
the rape of a 15-year-old girl a few days later in Hebburn, ’ 
South Tyneside. 

Branson trial halted • - 7 

The Richard Branson libel trial was halted yesterday afterV; 
one of the jurors appeared to faint in court. Proceeding^had 1 ' 
earlier been delayed because she had been suffering 
migraine. The judge, Mr Justice Morland, adjourned the case ' 
at the High Court until this morning. . ,V 

Mr Branson is suing Guy Snowden, one of the directors 
of Cameloi, for libel, while in turn Mr Snowden is suing him. 
The case centres on Mr Branson’s allegation that the Amer- 
ican businessman had tried to bribe him in 1993 to drop his 
bid to run the National Lottery. 


DAILY POEM 

On being the littlest Russian nest egg dofl 

By Gillian AJinutt 

I hear hearts beating round me, four or five of them, like drums 
We are inside. We are immortal We are wood. 

/ hear the soft wood-fibre settle into knots. 

I hear the plot and fidget and the rote 
of Masha. Masha. 

H'e are all called Masha. 

/ hear the first five notes of song that Noah ’s wife took with her 
when the waters broke, about 

the Volga boatmen. Now / hear the shouts. . • i 

Our Daily Fbems today and on Monday (when the winner will- 
be announced) come from the volumes shortlisted for the 1997 
T S Eliot Prize, presented by the Poetry Book Society. All the 
authors will take part in a reading on Sunday at 730pm in the 
Almeida Theatre, London N1 (box office; 0171-359 4404}lThis- 
poem comes from Nantucket and the Angel fBloodaxe. £6 95k 
© Gillian Allnutt. . . 
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Busy children make better readers 


Busy under-eights who rush from 
one activity to another tend to 
be better readers than their less 
active peers, says a survey. Judith 
Judd f Education Editor, looks at 
findings which suggest that 
children with a varied lifestyle do 
better even than those who never 
watch television. 


Football at 3 JO? Tea with Henrietta at 5? 
Computer games at 6.30? For those par- 
ents who spend their lives taxiing children 
from one pursuit to die next, the news is 
good. It may ail be worthwhile. A survey 
of more than 5.000 eight -year-olds by the 
National Foundation for Educational Re- 
search shows that moderation in all things 
is the key to success. 

Researchers asked children how often 
they took pan in six activities: watching 
television or videos, playing with friends, 
playing sports, reading books, doing jobs 
at home and playing compu ier games/They 
were asked in questionnaires to re pi)’ “most 
days”, “some days” or “never". 

Their replies were then compared with 
their score in standardised reading tests. 
Except in the case of reading books, chil- 
dren who did the various activities some- 
times had higher scores than those who did 
them most days or never. 

Unsurprisingly, children who never 
read books and who spent most time on 
other activities read less well than others 
but there was no significant difference be- 
tween those who read most days and those 
who read only on some days. 

Children who never watched television 
had lower scores than those who watched 
it some days though half of the sample said 
that they preferred waLcbing television to 
reading books. 

The authors, Greg Brooks, Ian Scha- 
gen and Peggy Nastat, are cautious about 
their findings and say further investigation 
is needed into why a broad span of out- 
of-school activities appears to be associ- 
ated with better reading. 

Mr Schagen said yesterday: “It may sim- 
ply be that those with more varied Jives are 
brighter.” 

About one-fifth of children said that they 
never read out of school and had already 
switched off reading, a pattern which is like- 
ly to persist into adulthood, according to 
the study. Their attitude was reflected in 
their scores in the tests. 

“The problems of pupils who have neg- 
ative attitudes to reading, or report diffi- i 
culty in reading, or read infrequently for I 



Going places; Eight-year-olds who spent their time on many different activities scored better in reading tests than less-active contemporaries, says a survey 


pleasure, need to be tackled very 
early in their school lives." the 
authors say. 

The report says that reading 
standards of eight-year-olds have 
remained largely unchanged since 
the Second Worid War, apart 


from a fall between 1^7 and 1991. 
Standards rose again after 1991 
and by 1995 were back to the same 
level as in 1987. 

It suggests that die reason for 
the fall in the lare Eighties may 
have been the introduction of the 


National Curriculum in 198S and 
the high lum-over of teachers dur- 
ing the same period. 

• David BlunketL the Secretary 
of State for Education, yesterday 
attacked parents who ignored 
their children s education be- 


cause they were “too busy”. The 
tough message came at a con- 
ference in Sheffield, where Mr 
Blunkett said parents had a key 
role in raising school standards. 

Parents could no more plead 
poverty as an excuse than a lack 


of time, Mr Blunkett said, adding 
that, in helping parents, the Gov- 
ernment had to he “both lough and 
tender". “Tar from being a nanny 
state, we must become an enabling 
state which ensures that ... fami- I 
lies have the backing they need” 


Education 
grants 
‘a lottery’ 


Funding for further education students is 
a lottery. They are second-class citizens 
compared with their counterparts in uni- 
versities, says a report from the Policy 
Studies Institute, an independent re- 
search body. 

The Prime Minister has committed the 
Government to increasing the number of 
further education students. But. the au- 
thors point out, though the number has 
increased dramatically in recent years, the 
proportion from poor families has not. 
They are being put off by the lack of 
financial help. 

tn a far-reaching condemnation of the 
present system, the report says that only 
3 per cent of England's 3.5 million further 
education students receive discretionary 
grants while three-quarters of full-time 
higher education students have mandatory 
grants. 

Spending on discretionary giants has 
fallen by a third over the past five years. 
In 1994, their average value was just f 665 
compared with £1,327 for a higher edu- 
cation student on a mandatory grant liv- 
ing at home. Further education students, 
around three-quarters of whom are adults 
who are often studying pan-time, also lost 
out in the distribution of access funds for 
hardship. Only U percent receive them 
compared with 5 per cent of higher edu- 
cation students and then average value is 
less than a third those awarded to those 
in universities. 

At least 100,000 further education 
students are on social security benefits but 
the Jobseeker’s Allowance - which per- 
mits study for only 16 hours a week - has 
discouraged unemployed students. 

The report, commissioned by the Fur- 
ther Education Funding Council, reviews 
research evidence on the effect of the pre- 
sent funding arrangements on student par- 
ticipation. Alicia Herbert and Claire 
Callender argue that it is “beyond ques- 
tion" that financial help can encourage 
poor students to attend courses and stop 
them dropping-out. 

Ms Callender said: “Both discretionary 
awards and access funds have become no 
better than a lottery. Receipt of discre- 
tionary awards depends on where students 
live and what they study. Access funds de- 
pend on which college students attend The 
distribution has little if anything to do with 
financial need or academic merit. The sys- 
tem favours young, full-time students 
while penalising adult and vocational 
students and those studying pan lime." 

— Judith Judd 


Why it’s 
cheaper to 
buy a PC from 
a company that 
never has 
a sale. 


You also save money by dealing directly 
with Gateway rather than with a 
shop. And, unlike those shops, we'll 
give you freephone technical support 
for as long as you own your 
GATEWAY™ PC. Find out more by 
ringing 0800 39 2000 . | 


The COOPERATIVE BANK 


And ask about our flexible 
finance options. Or take 
refuge from the madness 
of the January sales in our 
Showroom at 10 Bedford Street, 


Covent Garden, London \vc3E9Hb. 
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Guaranteed 
until July ’98 


The trouble with New Years sales is that they re 
full of last years PCs - machines that could 
need an expensive upgrade in the not too distant 
future. At Gateway 2000, we dortfc have any oid 
PCs to sell off. Ybu call us, and, after we Ve discussed 
your particular needs, well build you a new 
computer. The Intel Pentium* II Processor based 
system shown here at the amazing price of £999 
(excluding VAT and deliver)^, is just one example. 
This way you receive the freshest components on 
the market, paying only for what you need. 


■ Ind ?35MHr flennmf II 

* SMf. SDRAM, {expuriabt ro 3SJMB 1 

■ S2KB fipeime Euisr CjcEil 

■ 35" 1 44MR Floppy Did Dih* 

■ Masunv 13X nuiXX* may COm 'IP -ROM 

■ 2GB Una Ulna AIA Hard Drive 

■ STB* flVada Rjva LB -ftr AG!' if 
Graphic. AudoaLc w 1 IMt SCRAM 

■ 15" EVICT TCO-9? OjSdp Nvwoi 


■ AI\ LVdanp Case 

■ Micnooft* Windiwf 95 Iu5 H-i-urd 

■ MJ" WinJ>jws 95. MS IniKUiM-.i-r* 

■ Arm-Virus Si.tt'jyaiL- 

■ MS Ofhcv r .'inafl Business pfc*. 

‘ r rt Ci •■itsjtcv and Mr- -l ctv v 7 

■ i \tar Lim*ed lUwrmrv 

£999 

(£1207.90 inc. VAT & Dc Every} 


G 4 TEUM 2000 


I . h i ■' WiifnmJ in i*»- Amiemi 


0800 39 2000 

PflFWWTB http://www.gareway2000.co.uk 


UK’s lowest 
standard rate 

No annual fee 

Just 12.6% APR variable 
from July ’98 

Keep your credit limit 

No need to bank with us 


0800 
00 79 79 

Pieise quote reference; 4 1 804 


8 . 6 % 


The Co-operative Bank Advantage Via for those who carry over a credit card 

credit and gold cards offer an introductory balance each month. If that sounds like you. 
rate of just 8.6% APR. fixed until July. transfer your existing balance to us now. 
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Privatised railways 
make trains run later 



Official figures released 
yesterday show a year* 
on-year decline in the 
number of trains running 
on time. Randeep Ramesh , 
Transport Correspondent, 
explains why rail 
companies have failed to 
deliver since privatisation. 


More trains ran late or were 
cancelled between September to 
December Iasi year than in the 
same 12-week period in 1996, 
it was revealed yesterday. 

When the railways were pri- 
vatised, Conservative ministers 
promised it would revitalise 
the ailing network. John 
O’Brien, the rail franchising 
director, who monitors the new 
owners' performance, said the 
punctuality and reliability lev- 
els “continue to concern and 
disappoint me." 

There appears to be no let 
up in the slide in performance. 
Mr O'Brien said recem punc- 
tuality performances were “de- 
teriorating" and that his office 
would continue to monitor the 
situation “very closely". 

Figures are calculated for Lhe 
57 routes run by the 25 private 
train companies. For the 12 
months ending 6 December 
1997, 26 routes had beLter re- 


liability figures than in the 12 
months eoding 7 December 
1996. Twenty-six groups were 
worse and five stayed the same. 

On punctuality, 28 route 
groups did better. 27 did worse 
and two stayed the same. 

On reliability, South West 
Trains, which had to cancel a 
number of services early last 
year due to driver problems, was 
among those with poorer per- 
formance figures. Others faring 
worse included Connex South 
Eastern, Connex South Central 
and Anglia. 

Poor performance is pe- 
nalised by Mr O'Brien. His of- 
fice collected more than £2.4m 
in fines in three months from 
the train companies in punctu- 
ality payments. Connex South 
Eastern paid out more than 
£l-5m alone. By contrast, a to- 
tal of £200,000 was paid to the 
companies in the same period 
in 1996 because performances 
were better. 

On punctuality. Richard 
Branson's Virgin West Coast 
services managed some im- 
provement in 1997- but still fell 
well short of its Passenger's 
Charter targets. 

Two West Coast routes - 
North West and Scottish - per- 
formed so badly that discounts 
for season ticket holders were 
triggered. 

In addition to the Virgin 


West Coast discounts, routes 
where punctuality performance 
was bad enough to trigger dis- 
counts were Virgin's Cross 
Country, Great North Eastern 
- which runs the East Coast 
main line - and Great Western. 

A spokeswoman for Great 
Western said that many of the 
problems were to do with in- 
frastructure. “We bad a power 
failure in Didcot in November 
as well as vandalised signals." 
Great Western added punctu- 
ality had improved since De- 
cember. 

Rail track, the company that 
owns that nation’s track, stations 
and signalling, accepted “some 
responsibility” for the prob- 
lems. However it pointed out 
delays caused by the 25 oper- 
ating companies, rather than 
Rail track, have risen substan- 
tially over the past year. 

Experts also pointed out 
that train mileage had increased 
by 7 per cent this year - while 
train numbers had not notice- 
ably increased. “Some train 
companies have got more ser- 
vices without buying the trains 
needed to deliver them,” said 
one train manager. 

Mr O'Brien's office made it 
clear that this was an issue it 
intended to pursue. “It is some- 
thing we need to discuss with 
the train companies," said a 
spokeswoman. 





Line dance: Anglers out early yesterday on the river Tay at Ken more, Perthshire, for the start of the salmon fishing season. - 

were predicting the chance of good catches as recent weather has made conditions near perfect Photograph: Jeff J Mhrnelt/KeutErs 



Beef farmers to march on 
army barracks in food war 


The Ministry of Defence 
has angered farmers by 
not buying their beef to 
feed the Army. So the 
farmers will not let 
soldiers train on their 
land. And, says Nicholas 
Sefroon, Environment 
Correspondent, they are 
marching on barracks, 
with their cattle. 
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Welsh farmers are so angered 
by the Ministiy of Defence's re- 
fusal to consider buying more 
British beef that some have re- 
fused to let the Army train on 
their land. A group of them also 
plan to march in protest to the 
Brecon Barracks in Powys to- 
day, taking several of their cat- 
tie with them from the town’s 
livestock market. 

Most of the beef purchased 


for the armed forces is frozen, 
and it comes mainly from the An- 
tipodes and South America, in- 
cluding Britain's former-enemy, 
Argentina. All the purchasing is 
done through a large food and 
farming company, Bookers, 
which claims that a buy-British- 
beef policy would cost about £lm 
a year more. The MoD says val- 
ue for money is all important 

But the farmers are infuri- 
ated by the ministry's refusal to 
reconsider, at a time when mar- 
ket prices for their beef and 
lamb are as low as half wfaat they 
were a year ago. 

In North Ceredigion, near 
Aberystwyth, more than 10 
farmers have now refused to let 
the Army train on their land, the 
National Farmers' Union Welsh 
deputy director, Malcolm 
Thomas, said. He expects more 
to join them. He said: “There has 
always been a dose working re- 
lationship to allow the Army to 


train on our land, but now many 
of our members are now fight- 
ing for their financial survival. 

“The bald refusal to consid- 
er buying more British beef is' 
the last straw. Jade Gmningfaam 
[the Minister of Agricultural] 
says our beef is now the safest 
and best in the world. Why can’t 
our fighting men have it?” 

Arwyn Davies, chief execu- 
tive of the Wales Young Farm- 
ers’ Clubs, which is organising 
the Brecon march, said buying 
home-grown beef made more 
sense than emergency govern- 
ment aid to the beleaguered in- 
dustry. “That would start to get 
the market moving again; trade 
is more useful than aid." 

A spokesman for the MoD 
said the loss of training facili- 
ties was regrettable, and. exer- 
cises would have to replanned. 
“But our policy is to seek best 
value for money - we don’t 
specify the source of the beef.” 
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We can beam you up, a 
long as you’re a photon 

Tf*lf*rv-irTarinn — ins! fikr* in S/nr Th>» i*¥nt*fimi>nt rpiinires “beamint! down 


Trick of light Teleportation is an everyday means of transport for the cast of Star Trek but at present it works only with photons Photograph: BBC 


Teleportation -just like in Star 
Trek - has been achieved in a 
labors lory-. That's the good 
news, or part of it. The bad 
news? It has only been 
achieved with a photon, a sin- 
gle wave packet of light, and it 
would be incredibly difficult to 
repeat it with any object that 
had mass. 

However, the work by a 
team at the Institute for Ex- 
perimental Physics in Innsbruck 
could lead to super-fast com- 
puters which perform calcula- 
tions using photons, and work 
faster than anything our present 
technologies can manage. 

In the experiment, run by 
Anton Zeflinger, professor of 
experimental physics, certain 
physical properties of a photon 
were transferred instantly to an- 
other photon, without any con- 
nection or communication 
between the two. 


The experiment requires 
three photons ~ the original, 
and a pair of' "entangled” pho- 
tons. whose quantum proper- 
ties (known as ‘'spin") are 
complementary. 

When the spin of the orig- 
inal photon and one of the oth- 
ers is measured, the third 
photon takes on the spin of the 
first. This means that “infor- 
mation" about the first photon 
has effectively been transmit- 
ted without any signal passing. 

Though it seems to violate 
Einstein's finding that no in- 
formation can travel faster 
than light, it is a consequence 
of quantum mechanics: the 
“entangled" photons could be 
a galaxy apart, but measuring 
one would still mean the other 
displayed the complementary 
spin to its partner. 

However, it is highly un- 
likely that teleportation and 


“beaming down" to planets, as 
Captain James T Kirk and the 
crew of the Starship Enterprise 
did each week in the television 
series, will be a reality in the 
future. 

“People are much too 
large," said Professor Zeflinger. 

But the work, reported in 
the science journal Nature. 
may lead to “quantum super- 
computers" which could 
process information faster than 
the speed of light. The next step 
is to create a cluster of entan- 
gled particles in which “super- 
positions" of information could 
be stored. 

A computer bit is cither 
zero or one. A quantum bit 
could be in the superposition 
of zero and one - both at the 


same time. 


— Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor 


Scientists still 
at odds over 
life on Mars 


Remember “life on 
Mars”? The Nasa claim, 
not the David Bowie 
song. The latest research 
claims that Nasa was 
wrong, but British 
scientists say that those 
claims are, in turn, 
wrong. It looks like we 
will have to visit the Red 
Planet to decide. Charles . 
Arthur , Science Editor, on 
the continuing debate. 


New research which suggests 
that the “life on Mars” mete- 
orite was actually just contam- 
inated with terrestrial products 
drew an angry response from 
British scientists yesterday. 

According to two separate 
papers published in Science 
magazine today, the organic 
material found in the ALH 
84001 meteorite consisted of 
amino acids and compounds 
which entered the rock during 
the 13,000 years that it sat in the 
Antarctic wilderness before 
being discovered in 1984. 

Bui Colin Pillinger, of the 
Open University, attacked both 
pieces of work as “naive”, while 
Monica Grady of the Natural 
History Museum, who has stud- 
ied the meteorite, commented: 
“The claims that they are mak- 
ing that the ‘life on Mars' ques- 
tion is dead just aren't valid." 

In August 19% the US space 
agency Nasa claimed that com- 
bined studies of the potato-sized 
ALH 84001 showed that it bad 
contained primordial life about 
4 billion years ago. while still on 
Mars. Much of the evidence 
concerned fossilised remains 
of compounds called polycyclic 


aromatic hydrocarbons ( PAHs). 

The two papers in today's Sci- 
ence say .ALH 84001 was cont- 
aminated by ice: ooe analyses 
amino acids in the rock, while the 
other looks at isotopes of vari- 
ous chemicals. The papers join 
a long list of others which have 
not backed up Nasa's claim. 
However, Professor Pillinger 
and colleagues produced work 
in 1996 claiming that they had 
also found evidence of Martian 
life in another meteorite. 

Nasa claimed that primitive 
micro-organisms played a pan 
in the production of carbonate 
found in the meteorite. Car- 
bonate is formed when carbon 
dioxide, a well-known product 
of life, dissolves in water. 

One of today’s research pa- 
pers denies this, saying analysis 
of carbon isotopes in the car- 
bonate and organic molecules in 
the meteorite showed the two 
came from completely difference 
sources. Timothy Jull, who led 
the research at the University of 
Arizona at Tucson, said: ‘The or- 
ganic material contains 14C I the 
carbon 14 isotope] and the car- 
bonate doesn't, because the car- 
bonate came from somewhere in 
space, presumably Mare." 

Meanwhile Jeff Bada. a pro- 
fessor of marine chemistry at the 
University of California. San 
Diego, searched a sample of 
the meteorite for ammo acids and 
found very low levels, the vast 
bulk of which was clearly ter- 
restrial Professor Bada said he 
could not rule out the possibili- 
ty that minute amounts of some 
extra-terrestrial amino acids were 
preserved in the meteorite. 

All the scientists involved 
now agree that only one solu- 
tion will really answer the “life 
on Mars" question; a trip to 
the planet. 


Knees hold clue to 
human body clock 
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Feeling jet-lagged? Having trou- 
ble sleeping? Is your body dock 
on the wrong setting? The answer 
could be to shine a bright light 
behind yonr knees, according to 
two American scientists. 

The surprising- not to men- 
tion bizarre - finding, reported 
today, shows that it is not only 
light faffing on our eyes which de- 
termine our “arcadian rhythms" 
- the body's internal dock. 

Without the stimulus of sun- 
light, our bodies tend to run on 
a 25-hour cycle. Scientists had 
thought that the arrival of light 
on the retina in a 24-hour cycle 
helps us to reset that dock to 
match the natural environment. 

But Scott Campbell at Cor- 
nell University Medical Col- 
lege, New York, has shown that 
s hirring a bright lighten the area 
behind the knees, known as the 
popliteal region, has the same 
effect. 

Many animals have multiple 
photoreceptors to respond to 
light in this way. In mammals, 
however, it had been assumed 
that non-visual body dock light 
sensors reside in the eyes. But 


by some quirk of evolution, 
humans have a circadian 
rhythm photoreceptor on the 
back of their knees. For three 
hours, pulses of light were 
shone onto the popliteal area of 
15 people, though the subjects 
could not tell if it was on or off 
because it was hidden. 

Shining the light before a 
certain point In the circadian cy- 
cle delayed it: light stimulus af- 
ter this point produced a phase 
shift advance. The largest shifts, 
both advances and delays, oc- 
curred at times during which 
people are normally asleep. 

Writing in the journal Science 
the team comments that other 
scientists have suggested that 
when light falls on blood vessels, 
it increases the concentration of 
nitric oxide (NO) in the blood. 
Previous research has already 
shown that NO can shift the cir- 
cadian clock. And dociors al- 
ready know that the back of the 
knee is one point where both 
veins and the main artery 
branch are close to the surface. 

— Charies Arthur, 
Science Editor 
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The Daihatsu Move+ £8,200 on the road less 



The Daihatsu Move. Unique tall body design, driver's airbag, 
5 doors, side impact bars and 4 seats which fully recline to 
make a double bed. All this plus 53.3 miles per gallon, a 3 year ' 
unlimited mileage warranty as standard and £500 cash back. 

To take advantage of this great deal and fix a test drive, call 
0800 618 618 now. £500 says you won't regret it. 


FROM £139 PER MONTH* 

(typical example - Daihatsu Move+ £8,200 On The Road) 


On The Road Less £500 

Prke cash back Deposrt" 

£8,200 £7,700 £1,500 

Followed by 35 Followed by Total amount 

monthly payments final payment payable 

£139 £3,270 £9,834 


First monthly 
payment*** 
£T99 

APR 

15.4% 


“Example includes a customer cash back of £500 which is signed over to the 
dealer. “Your deposit is payable on completion of the finance agreement 
*“A £60 acceptance fee is included in the first payment. The figures are 
based on an agreed contract mileage of 6.000 miles pa. 
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Racist abuse left me in fear, says Marine who deserted 





A Royal Marine deserted after “systemat- 
ic" racial abuse including being ordered to 
carry a spear and having urine thrown on 
his bed, the High Court was told yesterday. 

The Ministry of Defence tried to stop 
the action for £750,000 compensation by 
claiming Lhe allegations of racial bulbing 
were too late to be heard . 

Mark Parchment, 29, pictured right, says 
that throughout his training he was called 
“nigger" and “black bastard” by NCOs. He 
claims he was finally forced to flee his unit 
in Arbroath after being subjected to a vi- 
olent assault and mock crucifixion which 
left him in fear of his life. Mr Parchment, 
who now lives in London, remained "on (he 
run for five years until he was arrested. 

The MoD denied that Lherc had been 
any racial abuse and said Mr Parchment 
could not sue them anyway because he bad 
left it too long to mount his claim which 
was now “time barred”. 

John Macke nzie, for the former marine, 
told the High Court in London that he did 
not realise he had suffered serious psychi- 
atric injury because of his treatment until 
examined by a doctor in May 1996 and he 
was therefore entitled to launch his action. 

The hearing resumes today. 




Every day; more and more telecom companies tell your 
business about a bewildering array of fantastic savings 
on calls compared to BT. 

However, these savings are often not what they seem. 
They are nearly always compared against BT’s basic rates 
without taking into account our discounts and usually only 
apply to selected call routes. So you may find that any savings 
will only be on a small proportion of your total bill. 

But with BT J s customised savings packages, your 


business can save on calls to any destination (local, national 
and international) any time of the day. 


So when you look at your whole call bill and compare 
like with like, BT is much more competitive than some 
would have you believe. 

To find out about the real cost of calling, and for a 
free brochure comparing BT’s price packages with v* 
Cable & Wireless, Freefone. 0800 800 800 or 
visit us at www.business.bt.com/realcost I f 


of gang-rape 
in school 
lavatory 


A 10-year-old girl 
yesterday told a court 
she had been gang-raped 

by a group of her 
classmates. Andrew 
Buncombe details the girths 
shocking evidence. 

The Old Bailey was hushed 
yesterday as the girl told how 
she had been dragged into a 
school lavatoiy. forced to the 
ground and raped by her laugh- 
ing assailants. 

Speaking through a llye 
video link, she said three of the 
boys took it in turn to rape and 
assault her while two others - 
one, her cousin - looked on. Of- 
ten breaking down into tears, 
the girl - aged just nine at the 
time of the alleged attack - said 
the gang had threatened to 
beat her up if she told anyone. 

Two 10-year-old boys are 
charged with rape. They are be- 
lieved to be the youngest-ever 
rape defendants' in Britain. 
Along with a 10 and 11-year-old, 
they are also charged with in- 
decent assault- All four boys 
deny all the charges. 

A fifth boy, aged nine at the 
time, has not been charged be- 
cause be is below the age of 
criminal responsibility. None 
can be named. 

Biting her lip and with her 
eyes downcast, the girl said the 
alleged attack at a London 
school had taken place during 
the lunch-break while other 
children played outside. 

The boys took her coat and 
dragged her into the lavatory, 
her cousin holding her arm be- 
hind her back as she was told 
to take her clothes off. She 
struggled in vain to fight thrqff 
the boys, who tied a coat over 
her mouth to muffle her 
streams. 

Her voice reduced to a whis- 
per, she said; “[One of the 
boys] was saying ‘Take your 
clothes off. I was fighting and 
I was trying to fight them away 
but when they got my clothes off 
[one of the boys] lay on top of 
me and hurt me." 

The girl started to ciy as she 
revealed how she was forced to 
the ground and raped, as the on- 
lookers laughed at her, during 
the alleged incident last May. 

One of the gang refused to 


take part, despite the demands 
of the others. She said: “They 
were telling him to come and he 
was saying ‘I ain’t going to 
come’." 

• “I said ... please don't hurt 
me and he said 1 am not going 
to hurt you because you are my 
friend'.” 

That afternoon die returned 
to her lessons, not having told 
anyone of the incident because 
she was too . scared. After 
school, die returned home with 
her cousin, who stayed the 
night at her boose. 

The court was told that the 
boy “shadowed" her 'as she 
tried to tell her mother what had 
happened. The girl said; “He 
followed me when I was going 
to tell my mum. 9 

She eventually told her 
mother that some boys had 
told her to strip, but did not say 

any more after she was criticised 

for not standing up to them. 

“Unfortunately, her mother 
did not quite take on board what 
she was being told," said Mark 
Dennis, for the prosecution. 

The girl asked to stay at 
home the next day but her 
mother made her go to school, 
writing her a note for the head- 
mistress asking her to investi- 
gate her daughter’s claims. 

The headmistress inter- 
viewed the boys and it was only 
at this point that the full details 
were revealed. Mr Dennissaid 
one of the boys admitted loi be 
headmistress touching the girl 
with his penis but all of them 
claimed she had consented. 
The police were called in and 
all five boys were arrested. 

Mr Dennis told, the court 
that the boys and their victim all 
knew each other very wdl. Yes- 
terday the four, boys* who were 
all referred to by their first 
names, sat in court reading 
books and comics they had 
brought with them. 

The law was changed four’ 
years ago to allow boys as young 
as 10 to be charged with rape 
and Mr Dennis said one issue 
in the case would be whether 
they knew they were doing 
wrong. He concluded; “These 
days it is unrealistic to suggest 
that these boys did not fully ap- 
preciate that they were doing 
something that was plainly, se- 
riously wrong." 

The case continues. 
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If you buy a Canon L300 fax 
before the end or January 1998, 
you'll get a free FX-3 toner 
cartridge. That's a lot of extra 


output without the extra outlay 
For more information, please 
freephone 0500 246 246 
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Global ambitions at 
risk as news channel 
forces BBC cutbacks 



The BBC has cut jobs 
and news bulletins from 
the British channel that 
was taking on America's 
CNN across the globe 
and winning. Paul McCann , 
Media Correspondent, 
explains how everything 
must be sacrificed for 
the little-loved domestic 
24-hour news channel. 


A fresh row is brewing at the 
BBC because its new 24-hour 
TV news channel is costing so 
much that the corporation has 
had to cut jobs from its global 
news channel BBC World. 

BBC World, which broad- 
casts outside the UK to 50 mil- 
lion homes in 187 countries, is 
to lose 24 posts and is having 
some of its international output 
replaced by a simulcast of rbe 
recently-launched domestic 
channel BBC News 24. 

A number of BBC World's 
senior editors will be made re- 
dundant, freelancers have been 
dropped and casual workers 
contracts will not be renewed 
because of the need to save 
money for News 24. 

The decision has provoked 
anger with BBC Worldwide, the 
BBC’s commercial and in- 
ternational arm which has been 


developing BBC World for the 
past three years. Sources at 
BBC Worldwide claim that 
their international channel is ex- 
ceeding all targets to reach 
new- viewers and attract adver- 
tising revenue. In many coun- 
tries BBC World has replaced 
Ted Turner’s CNN on local ca- 
ble and satellite services because 
of its Ameri-centric world view. 
BBC World has been able to 
make rapid inroads because of 
the high reputation of the 
BBC’s World Service radio 
broadcasts. 

Now, however, some at BBC 
Worldwide believe its battle 
with CNN is being threatened 
by the need to support News 24 
- a service that can be seen in 
Britain by only a few cable 
homes and those who watch 
once BBC goes off air at night. 

“One has to wonder if the 
game plan isn't to subsume 
more and more of BBC World 
under a service that is not 
meant for international view- 
ers." said one BBC source. “It 
seems that the time spent cre- 
ating an international news ser- 
vice has been wasted. I don't 
think the BBC at home has ever 
understood how appreciated 
World is globally." 

Until last year, BBC World- 
wide had fuU control of BBC 
World, but last year another 
BBC restructure placed it with- 








Rock ’n’ roll suicide: Kurt Co bain, who shot himself in 1994 

Festival pulls plug 
on film in row 
with rock star 


The premiere of a 
controversial film on the 
lives of rock couple 
Courtney Love and her 
fate husband Kurt 
Cobain has been 
cancelled following legal 
pressure. Tim Cornwell in 
Los Angeles reports. 


Kun and Courtney by award- 
winning British film-maker Nick 
Broomfield was to have been 
one of the highlights of this 
year’s prestigious Sundance 
Film Festival in Utah. But two 
days before its first scheduled 
public screening, organisers 
have bowed to pressure from 
Love and her record label and 
decided to pull the plug. 

The festival, founded by ac- 
tor Robert Redford, has become 
the leading US showcase for in- 
dependent film s, and Love 
threatened a lawsuit on the 
grounds that it contained copy- 
righted music performed by 
her own band. Hole, and 
Cobain’s Nirvana. Associated 
Press reported. 

Broomfield, by contrast, 
claimed he bad full legal clear- 
ance to use what be said were 
excerpts from the BBC’s Top of 
the Pops. 

The film -maker has built 
his reputation on tracking 
down, camera in hand, major 
and minor celebrities from 
Margaret Thatcher to Holly- 
wood madam Heidi Fleiss^ 
probing their lives and their as- 
sociates. It is not the first time 
his subjects, including actress 
Lil y Tomlin and AWB Afrikan- 
er party leader Terre Blanche, 
have turned prickly. 

In dealing with Love, how- 
ever, he has encountered a 
rock music star and Hollywood 
persona with formidable clout, 
at the crest of her career. The 
film, he said, contained only a 


brief encounter with Love, 
when he buttonholed her on 
camera as she presented a free 
speech award at the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 

The Sundance Festival has 
prided ilself on its independent 
spirit, operating outside the 
big-time Hollywood studio sys- 
tem. Bur organisers died an on- 
going legal matter to justify 
unceremoniously dropping the 
film one day before the festival 
was due to start. 

“We have been informed 
that there are a number of un- 
resolved legal matters between 
the film -makers and others - in- 
cluding uncleared music rights 
- which make it impossible for 
us to present the film," a 
spokesman said in a prepared 
statement. 

“We hope that Nick [Broom- 
field] can resolve these matters 
and that his film will receive the 
exhibition it merits." 

Cobain, at age 27, one of the 
pre-eminent figures of the 90s 
rock music scene, was found 
dead from a self-inflicted gun- 
shot wound in April 1994. He 
had recently checked out of a 
drug and alcohol abuse clinic. 

Though devastated by his 
death. Love went on to build up 
her own highly successful rock 
career. Last year, she received 
plaudits for her screen perfor- 
mance as the tragic, drugged up 
wife of a US porn king, starring 
opposite Woody Harrelson in 
The People vs Larry Ffyni. 

More than 100 films will be 
shown at this year’s Sundance 
festival — an event for which 
much of Hollywood decamps, 
en masse, to the mountains 
above Salt Lake Gty for 10 days 
of skiing and networking. 

Responding to the decision 
not to show his film. Broomfield 
said: think its extremely sad 

that this festival, which is sup- 
posed to represent free speech 
and freedom of expression, 
should be behaving this way." 


in the News & Current Affairs 
Directorate where it has had to 
share budgets with News 24. 

The expense of running 
News 24 has impacted on oth- 
er pans of the News Directorate 
and last year provoked a revolt 
by the presenters of Radio 4’s 
Today programme and News- 
night over plans Lo make news 
programmes share editors and 
budgets to save money. 

A spokesman for the BBC 
said that the shared broadcasts 
would at present amount to just 
one and a half hours of pro- 
gramming a day and that all re- 
dundancies would be voluntary. 
“The BBC is taking advantage 
of the opportunity to jointly pro- 
duce some bulletins lo ensure 
optimum use of resources." 




Humming chorus: Children from the Japanese School In Acton, west London, at auditions yesterday for Madam Butterfly. A new production of 
Puccini’s opera opens on 19 February at the Albert Hall, which will be flooded to create a Japanese water-garden set Photograph: Rui Xavier 
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Blair: 'We’ll build a Welfare State for the 21st century 




The failure of welfare 
was described in graphic 
detail by the 
Government yesterday, 
with Tony Blair taking 
charge of a campaign to 
deliver more help to the 
poor, while the well-off 
provide more help for 
themselves. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, analyses 
the latest ‘Case for 
Welfare Reform’. 


A package of seven welfare re- 
form focus files yesterday de- 
scribed the problem with a 
welfare benefit system that, as 
the Prime Minister told the 
Cabinet, was no longer working. 

“We are a party committed 
to social justice and yet there is 
more poverty and social division 
coming out of the current sys- 
tem, as well as a growing cost 
to ordinary taxpayers," he told 
his colleagues before embark- 
ing on his first roadshow meet- 
ing, in the West Midlands, to 
make a personal case for 
change. 

The latest fact-packed 
dossier updates information 
last presented to the country in 
1993 by Peter Lilley, the Tbiy so- 
cial security secretary, in a doc- 
ument called, “The Growth of 
Social Security". 

In that paper, Mr Lilley 
called for “constructive na- 
tional debate" on how to im- 
prove help for the vulnerable, 
while keeping the system af- 
fordable. 

This time, however, Mr Blair 
is determined to see reform 
through, modernising the Wel- 
fare State just as he modernised 
the Labour Party - applying 
“traditional values in a modem 
setting". 

Yesterday’s "Case for Wel- 
fare Reform" said: “Our aim is 
to buQd a Welfare State fit for 
the 21st century, which extends 
opportunity and security to alL" 

But the principles laid down 
by Lord Beveridge, founder of 
the modem Welfare State in 
1948, would remain central. 

“Society has a responsibility 


to help people in genuine need, 
who are unable to look after 
themselves: individuals have a 
responsibility to help provide for 
themselves when they can do so; 
work is the best route out of 
poverty for people who are 
able to work." 

The only addition to the 
Beveridge outline was that, 
fraud and abuse, now estimat- 
ed at £4bn a year, or enough to 
build 100 hospitals, “should be 
minimised and rooted out wher- 
ever found". 

A “focus paper" on the evo- 
lution of social security quoted 
from the original Beveridge 
White Paper of 3942, saying: 
“Social Security must be 
achieved by co-operation be- 
tween the state and the indi- 
vidual... The state, in organising 
security, should not stifle in- 



Lord Beveridge: Paper says 
his principles will remain 


centive, opportunity, responsi- 
bility; in establishing a national 
minimum, it should leave room 
and encouragement for volun- 
tary action." 

But it said that in the last 50 
years there had been more 
than 120 Acts of Parliament. 
“Some of the changes have 
been piecemeal and as a con- 
sequence, inconsistencies and il- 
logicalities have arisen.” 

Almost a third of Govern- 
ment spending goes on benefits, 
and over the last 20 years there 
had been a significant shift in 
spending on lone parents; there 
had been a strong growth of 
housing benefit; and benefits for 
the sick and disabled had been 
one of the fastest growth areas. 


Meanwhile the number of 
pensioners had grown, but their 
share of spending had fallen - 
though it still accounts for a 
third of all welfare expenditure. 

Within that statistic, how- 
ever, the gulf between rich and 
poor pensioners had widened 
dramatically. The focus file on 
pensioners' incomes said that 
between 1979 - when Mar- 
garet Thatcher first took office 
-and 1995-96, national average 
earnings had increased by 38 per 
cent, while pensioners’ incomes 
had risen by 64 per cent. 

But that average concealed 
different experiences for the 
rich and poor. “The incomes of 
the poorest 10 per cent of pen- 
sioners have grown by 31 per 
cent in real terms since 1979. 
The richest tenth saw a larger 
real increase of 78 per cent." 

The two-nation gulf is also 
disclosed in other areas, with a 
polarisation between “work- 
rich” and “work-poor” families 
in which no parent works. The 
number of completely work! ess 
households had doubled to 3.4 
million since 2979. 

But society as a whole has 
also become less equal and the 
rise in spending had “failed to 
banish poverty”. 

“Between 1979 and 1996 an 
extra £43bn was spent on social 
security yet: overall numbers on 
low incomes grew - [more than] 
one in four people live on less 
than half average income today 
compared with under one in 10 
in 1979 (income after housing 
costs); 32 per cent of children 
(42 million) in 1994-95 lived in 
a household below half average 
income, against 10 per cent in 
1979; in 1979, the bottom 40 per 
cent of individuals held 24 per 
cent of national income; today 
they hold about 20 per cent.” 

Setting out the principles for 
the first phase of reform, the 
Government said: “We want the 
debate to be based on facts, 
without scaremongering. Our 
aim is to fight poverty, not in- 
crease it; narrow social division, 
not widen it; and extend op- 
portunities, not deny them 
• Free copies of the focus files 
from the Department of Social 
Security on 0181 867 3201. 

Leading article, page 20 



On the road: His crusade to sell welfare reform to the public began with a speech in the West Midlands yesterday 

MY AIMS: THE TEXT OF THE PRIME MINISTER’S SPEECH 


Photograph: David Rose . 


The following is an edited extract 
of the Prime Minister's speech on 
"Building a Modem Welfare 
State”, made to a meeting of 
Labour Party members in Dudley 
Town Halt, West Midlands, last 
night. 


"My aim is to build a consensus 
for modernising social security. 
Tonight I want to tell you why I 
am so passionate about this is- 
sue and why i believe the sys-\. 
tern must be improved if our 
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if you speak another language. It also helps 
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fear it takes too long, will be too 
luntfy, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is “I can read a 
bit of French - but I can’t speak it" 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
team the way you learned English -through a 
unique combination ot seeing, hearing ana 
doing. 



THE METHOD WORKS 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learatng. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 
see on super titles, you leam key vocabulary 
quickly and easily. Watching and imitating is how 
you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
and motivated to hear what’s next The plays 
cover all the important situations you'll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 
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Visual Learning. In your course the foreign 
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alongside. It helps you absorb the words 
naturally and easily. Then toy phrases are vividly 
and memorably illustrated through Memory 
Maps’. When you recall the images, you recall 
the words. 


Total ImrahremenL There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One. the 
Name Game, unlocks toe meaning or thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

Ift the unique multi-media combination that 
aes your whole brain and gets you 
nng confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement. 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


Wte invite you to order with 
this reassurance. We will not 
process your cheque or credit 
card for at least 15 days after 
we dispatch your course. If you 
are not completely satisfied that this Is the 
fastest and most enjoyable * way to team a 
language, simply return the programme and you 
will have paid nothing. That's how sure we are. 


Education News says, ‘It’s radically different - 
there are so many features about It that 
recommend it to the learner.’ The Bankets 
Institute of New Zealand says, ‘Accelerated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon." 

Mensa says, “Ifs revolutionary.' Tbe Daily Hail 
reported that "Children using Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead." The results are spectacular." 

BBC and ITV news recently reported on a school 
where ten times more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported 'Astonishing 
fluency." They did two years work in three 
months.’ 

Hundreds of cam pantos for whom proficiency is 
vital use Accelerated Learning tor language and 
general training - such as Air UK, Boeing, Boots, 
Esso, IBM, Kodak. ICI, Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco, 
Nestle, Lktyds Bank Ac. 
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country is to become the bea- 
con to the worid I spole of at 
conference Last year. Ail my po- 
litical life I have been guided by 
these core beliefs: individuals 
achieve more together than 
they can alone: rights and re- 
sponsibilities go together; every 
individual no matter whart their 
bad- ground, should be given the 
chance to succeed 

‘This idea of community, of a 
decent society, e at the heart of 
my ambitions for this country. 
That is why it is at the heart of 
the party's new Clause Four. It 
makes me want to reform the 
welfare state, and deliver the 
soda! iustice to which we are ail 
committed It is a central plank 
of building a modem Britain. 

"The reform of our welfare 
state is not to betray our core 
principles of social justice and 
solidarity, tt is to make them live, 
breathe and work again for the 
modem age. Over the last 18 
years we have become two ra- 
tions - one trapped on benefits. 


the other paying for them. One 
nation in growing poverty, shut 
out from sodety's mainstream, 
the other watching social securi- 
ty spending rise and rise, until it 
costs more than health, educa- 
tion. Law and order and employ- 
ment put together. 

"When I look at the welfare 
state, I don’t see a pathway out 
of poverty, a route into work or 
a gateway to dignity in retire- 
ment I see a dead end for too 
many people. I do not believe 
this is how Attlee or Beveridge 
intended things to be.,1 want to 
dear the way to a new system. 
Long-term thought-out princi- 
pled reform is the way forward. 

'To those who doubt we 
should do it to those who be- 
lieve it is too risky, too tricky, or 
even unnecessary, I say examine 
the evidence. 

"With your head. I ask you 
to look at the facts. With your 
heart I ask you to look at the 
current suffering Then tefT me 
the status quo is an option.” 


Mr Blair said the costs of 
welfare, now at £80 for every 
family per week, was alarming 
and change was essential. “But 
any change we make will be 
made on principle: and the first 
of these is that all those in gen- 
uine need will always be helped 
and supported by this Labour 
government 

"That is my guarantee to you 
as leader of the party, h is the 
guarantee to the people who 
elected me as their prime , minis- 
ter. The state pension will re- 
main the foundation for security 
in retirement Those of working 
age who through illness, disabili- 
ty or caring responsibilities can- 
not work will always be 
protected by a Labour govern- 
ment Second, work is the best 
route out of poverty for those 
who can work. Third, we be- 
lieve in the responsibility of indi- 
viduals to help provide for 
themselves where they can do 
so. 

"These are the original prin- 


ciples of Beveridge. But today's 
welfare state is simply not true 
to those principles. It is not sup- 
porting many in genuine need, it 
is not helping all those into -• 
work who can work, it is not 
encouraging personal responsi- 
bility. And there is too much 
fraud." 

Mr Blair said it would take 
time to get the. long-term archi- 
tecture right 

“But even ‘if the rewards ■ 
come in the next century, with 
( the welfare state put on a 
sound, modern footing for fu- 
ture generations, then it will 
have been worth the argument, 
and the controversy. This gov- 
ernment will listen. But do not 
be in any doubt of my determi- 
nation to see this through. 

"No one with a shred of 
compassion would say we ; 
should not protect the vulnera- 
ble. But no one with a degree 
of common sense would say the 
present system should remain 
untouched." 


Britain lists assets 
frozen in war 


The Government is to 
publish the names of 
25,000 accounts frozen in 
British banks during the 
Second World War which 
included assets belonging 
to victims of the Nazis. 
Louise Jury says the move 
follows claims that Britain 
wrongly refused at the 
end of the war to return 
money to its owners. 


A leading Jewish organisation 
last night welcomed the publi- 
cation of thousands of names of 
people and companies whose 
accounts were frozen under 
the Trading with the Enemy Ad 

Lord Janner QC, chairman 
of the Holocaust Educational 
Trust, said the next step was to 
compensate Holocaust victims 
or their heirs whose money 
should have been returned but 
never was. 

All enemy assets were frozen 
during the war, but this includ- 
ed accounts held by Germans 
and other eastern Europeans 
who were victimised by the Nazi 
regime. After the war. the Gov- 
ernment set up a restitution 
procedure for people who could 
prove they were victims, but the 
trust believes many legitimate 
claims were refused. 

In one case, the family of a 
woman who killed herself 
rather than be taken by the 
Gestapo to a death camp was 
denied any claim because she 
was not actually “detained". 
Others were refused if they had 
insufficient proof of a parent or 
if they had been in a labour camp 
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rather than a death camp. Doc- 
uments suggest that money not 
claimed was used to compensate 
British companies owed money 
or who had incurred losses as a 
result of the war. 

Hie publication of the list was 
announced yesterday by Lord 
HaskeL, the government whip. 
Lord Janner said it was a signif- 
icant victory. The gesture pre- 
vented Britain from being “put 
together with Switzerland" which 
has come under intense in- 
ternational pressure for its han- 
dling of assets deposited in its 
banks. 

Lord Janner said: “This is a 
landmark. But what the minis- 
ter did not do was to say that 
they would take every step to 
ensure that justice is done." Tbe 
Government must set up mea- 
sures to help people bring 
claims, he said. The trust esti- 
mates that up to £35m at 1945 
values was not restored to ac- 
count owners after the war. 

Miklos Breuer, 73, heir to an 
account, said there should be a 
claim procedure so the matter 
could be finished. His father, a 
Hungarian, deposited £S00 at a 
London branch of Westminster 
Bank m 1938. But when Miklos 
tried to claim it in i960, the bank 
sadd that the money had been giv- 
en to the government and could 
not be retrieved. 

However, a spokeswoman 
for the Department of Tbade 
and Industry yesterday stressed 
there was no money available. 

The Board of Deputies of 
British Jews also welcomed the 
announcement The president, 
Eldnsd Ta hariinilr, said the board 
had regularly pursued the mat- 
ter with government authorities 
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Robinson accused 
of tax hypocrisy 


Tory MPs yesterday 
accused the 
Government of 
“hypocrisy” over 
Geoffrey Robinson, the 
Paymaster General, 
for “dodging taxes** on 
his £I0m offshore tax 
shelter while preparing 
to dose tax loopholes 
in the Budget. Colin 
Brown , Chief Political 
Correspondent 
reports. 


Geoffrey Robinson sat im- 
passively on the front bench 
as Peter Lilley, the Shadow 
Chancellor, led a squad of 
Tory MPs in an attack on 
Government “hypocrisy” 
over his use of an offshore 
trust as a tax shelter while the 
Chancellor was promising a 
crackdown on tax loopholes. 

Mr Robinson was pro- 
tected by Gordon Brown and 
Alistair Darling, the Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, 
who made it clear he would 
□ot be resigning and would 
not be moved from his post 
in charge of customs and ex- 
cise duties and taxes. 

They warned that they 
would go ahead with mea- 
sures in the Budget which is 
to be held on 17 March to 
close tax loopholes. Mr 
Brown also said he was con- 
sidering strengthening tax 
rules for multi-national com- 
panies. But the attack 
showed that the Times will 
□ot let the issue drop. 


The only sign of irritation 
from Mr Robinson was the 
occasional flapping of a hand 
as Conservative MPS queued 
up to heap abuse on the 
Paymaster General during 
nearly an hour of Treasury 
questions in the first session 
since the controversy blew up 
before Christmas. 

Charging the Govern- 
ment with hypocrisy, Mr LiJ- 
ley accused Mr Robinson of 
a conflict of interests and be- 
ing “economical with the 
truth”. 

Springing to Mr Robin- 
son’s defence, the Chancel- 
lor told Mr Lilley: 'The 
hypocrisy is from those who 
refused to take any action at 
all when they were in Gov- 
ernment ... On the particular 
case of the Paymaster Gen- 
eral which you insist on rais- 
ing, he has met all the rules 
on ministerial conduct; and 
he has paid taxes in the UK 
to the tune of JEl^m." 

Shadow Treasury Chief 
Secretary, David Heathcoat- 
Amory, asked how Mr 
Robinson could plausibly; 
promote a welfare to work 
programme that involved 
cutting welfare to the poor- 
est and raising taxes for 
savers. 

“How can you do all that 
while at the same time you 
are yourself dodging taxes?” 
he demanded to Labour 
jeers. 

Mr Robinson replied: 
“You seek to hide that the 
Tory party opposed the man- , 
ey and voted against the 
(welfare to work) pro i ‘ 
gramme.” 
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Call for tough action 
against wrongdoers 
in police forces 


MPs yesterday called for 
wide-ranging reforms in 
the way police officers 
are disciplined, 
particularly the way 
officers delay procedures 
indefinitely by going sick. 
But, says Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, the 
committee ducked the 
chance to set up an 
independent 
investigation system. 


Aspects of the police disdpli- 
naiy system have become “vir- 
tually paralysed”, said Chris 
Muffin, chairman of the Home 
Affairs Select Committee. 

Launching his committee's 
report, the Labour MP said 
there was an urgent need to re- 
store public confidence in the 
way complaints against officers 
are handled. “There is no doubt 
a small minority of officers ... 
have effectiveiy subvened the 
system by exploiting every con- 
ceivable loophole,” he said. “If 
these people complain now, 
they only have themselves to 
blame.” 

Mr M tillm said be believed 
that the “political will exists” at 
the Home Office to implement 
their proposals, while commit- 
tee colleagues said they ex- 
pected action by the summer. 

The report was welcomed by 
senior officers who have com- 
plained they are often powerless 
to act against corrupt officers. 
In his evidence to the commit- 


tee last month. Metropolitan Po- 
lice Commisaoner Sir ftiul Con- 
don estimated that a hard core 
of between 100 and 250 officers 
in his force were “corrupt, dis- 
honest and unethical”. 

The MPs* key proposals in- 
clude reducing the right of 
silence for officers in proceed- 
ings, removing their automatic 
right to escape disciplinary 
action if they are acquitted in 
criminal proceedings and. con- 
troversially, to reduce the stan- 
dard of proof required for 
dismissal to rhe “balance of 
probability” used in civil courts. 

Mr Muhin said that as far as 
possible, disciplinary action 
against a police officer should 
be the same as against any em- 
ployee and should be conduct- 
ed with greater openness. 

To prevent endless delays 
caused bv officers going sick, the 
MPs recommend that action 
should continue despite the ill- 
ness of an officer, where this 
docs not stop him or her an- 
swering the charge. 

Chief constables would also 
have a new “fast-track” power, 
where there is overwhelming ev- 
idence of misconduct, to dismiss 
officers immediately - though 
with a right of appeal. 

But to the dismay of some 
critics, the MPs have rejected 
“for the time being” calling for 
an independent body to inves- 
tigate allegations, citing un- 
practically and cost. 
Challenged on this. Mr Muffin 
said they had not ruled h out for 
the future. 

An area of dissent among the 
MPs is the suggestion that a less- 
er, civil court standard of proof 


Sickness that lets 
cheats beat the rap 


The report describes a graphic 
example of bow three Scotland 
Yard detectives escaped disci- 
plinary action for moonlighting 
as bodyguards for a business- 
man. As disciplinary proceed- 
ings began, thqi went sick and 
have all since retired on 
ill-health pensions. 

The report tells how Detec- 
tive Sergeant Thomas Bradley 
met the wealthy businessman in 
1995 when he reported to Bel- 
gravia police, claiming that two 
of his staff bad stolen from his 
Knightsbridge home. 

DS Bradley agreed to arrange 
for the man and his wife to be 
chauffeured and “protected” 
while in London. When the 
family next arrived in Britain lat- 
er that year they were met at the 

airport by DS Bradley and a col- 
league, DS Ian Martin, who 
held up a placard for identifi- 
cation. “Mercedes cars were 
hired and a number of officers 
took turns to act as chauffeurs and 
bodyguards,” the report says. 
Several thousands of pounds 
were to be paid for the service. 

In November 1995, DS 
Bradley and DS Martin were 


suspended from duty on full 
pay. DS Bradley was to have 
been charged with 17 discipli- 
nary offences, including “dis- 
creditable conduct”. DS Martin 
was due to face two disciplinary 
charges while a third officer. De- 
tective Constable Barry Porter, 
was to have been charged with 
seven disciplinary offences. 

All three subsequently re- 
ported sick. After legal advice, 
DS Bradley was granted ih- 
health retirement after the Met- 
ropolitan Police “reluctantly” 

decided it could not proceed with 
disciplinary charges. DS Martin 
and DC Porter were also grant- 
ed pensions, although the force 
“deeply regretted” disciplinary 
action could not take place. 

“There remains real concern 
that individuals who are osten- 
sibly mentally strong before 
their suspension suffer severe 
psychiatric illness immediately 
afterwards and yet so quickly re- 
cover following tbeir retire- 
ment, to the extenlthal they are | 
immediately able to function in 
demanding areas of employ- 
ment,’’ the report concludes. 

— Michael Streeter 


Heseltine breaks 
ranks on Dome 


William Hague faced yet 
more dissent from his own 
ranks last night after Michael 
Heseltine went dramatically 
“off message” over the Mil- 
lennium Dome. 

While the Conservative 
leader and his culture 
spokesman, Francis Maude, 
had been directing their fire 
at the project, the former 
deputy prime minis ter decid- 
ed to speak out in its support 

Worse, Mr Heseltine even 
had kind words for Peter 
Mandelson, the much- 
loathed minister without 
portfolio who is in charge of 
the project Mr Mandelson 
was doing an important job 
and it was “very under- 
standable” that he should 
have visited Disney World in 
pursuit of ideas, he said. 

Mr Heseltine, who rah the 
project himself until last May, 
is still a millennium com- 
missioner. Speaking of Mr 
Mandelson in a BBC inter- 
view, he said: “He is doing the 
job as well as it can be done. 


It is difficult and a contro- 
versial job to do and there is 
no easy precedent 

“You have a huge range of 
people with opinions ... and 
all of these things have to be 
reconciled against de adlines 
and budgets,” Mr Heseltine 
said. 

*1 have no doubt at ail that 
when we get to the millenni- 
um the world will come losee 
what we have done and this 
country will stand proud of 

having had the courage to own 

the most exciting project any- 
where in the world," he said. 

Mr Heseltine’s timing 
could hardly have been more 
embarrassing for Mr Hague, 
who bad given an interview 
for tomorrow’s edition of 
The Spectator in which he at- 
tacked the Government’s 
handling of the project, say- 
ing: “There has been a huge 
failure of management by this 
Government, and unless the 
whole thing is to end in chaos 
the ministers responsible 
must get a grip-'’ 


be accepted even where an of- 
ficer faces dismissal. The three 
Tory members, and the Police 
Federation, believe the criminal 
trial standard of “beyond rea- 
sonable doubt” should be kept. 

David Blakey, president of 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers, said: “The over- 
whelming majority of police 
officers have nothing to fear 
from these proposals and will be 
pleased that, if they arc imple- 
mented. the tiny minority of 
wrongdoers will be able to be 
dealt with more effectively.” 

The Home Office welcomed 
what it described as a “very thor- 
ough and interesting” report . 
“Ministers are studying it care- 
fully and we hope to respond 
with proposals shortly.” 







Old promise: Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, visiting the Ravensdiffe Es tat e m Bradford yesterday, fulfilling a post-election pledge that he made 
during a Ncwmlgbt debate on juvenile crime last October Photograph: Justin Slee/Guzelian 
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Algeria relents over 
visit from EU team 


Nigeria yesterday reJented and 
agreed to receive an upgraded 
European Union delegation to 
discuss the continuing mas- 
sacres in the former French 
colony. 

The visit by the team, which, 
according to a Commission 
spokesman in Brussels, will dis- 
cuss “all subjects, no matter how 
sensitive'', will take place at the 
start of next week, in good 
time to submit a report to EU 
foreign ministers on 26 January. 

With Britain in the EU chair, 
the troika mission will be bead* 
ed by Derek Fatchett, Minister 
of State at the Foreign Office, ac- 
companied by his opposite num- 
bers from Luxembourg and 
Austria, thussubstitutingjunior 
ministers for senior officials re- 
jected by Algiers on Wednesday. 

The change of mind does 
spare Robin Cook what would 
have been a notable embar- 
rassment just a fortnight into 
Britain's six-month European 
Presidency. Indeed, the Foreign 
Secretary himself achieved the 


breakthrough, in a telephone 
conversation with his Algerian 
opposite number, Ahmed Attaf. 

But whether the visit does 
anything to hasten an end to the 
carnage which has taken some 
75.000 lives in the past six years* 
and up to 1,700 during the first 
16 days of the current holy 
month of R amadan alone, is 
another matter. 

Yesterday did bring other 
fragitegromKis for tope, with the 
release of a leading member of 
the outlawed FIS Islamic fun- 
damentalist group, permission 
for the British Ambassador, 
Franqois Gordon, to visit Sidi 
Hammed, south-west of the cap- 
ital where at least 100 people 
were slaughtered by rebel guerr- 
illas on Sunday, and apparent ap- 
proval for a separate visit by 
members of the European Par- 
liament in early February. 

In Algiers. Abdelkader 
Hac hani, third ranking leader of 
the FIS, was freed after being 
detained for 24 hours for giving 
interviews to two French news- 


papers, in which he urged for- 
eign countries to press the Al- 
gerian government to open 
talks with his group. Technical- 
ly, Mr Hachani could still be 
tried for his breach of a three- 
year ban on such media contact, 
but even if it proves merely tem- 
porary, his release seems limed 
to improve the political cli- 
mate during the EU visit. 

In Sidi Hamm ed, Mr Gordon 
was told by survivors that they 
had sought guns in vain from the 
Algerian authorities with which 
to protect themselves. 

Another survivor, whose wife 
was murdered, said he tried to 
call the security forces during the 
attack, but they did not come in 
Lime. This is precisely the sort 
of allegation which has fanned 
rumours of tacit government 
connivance in some of the mas- 
sacres, a charge furiously denied 
by Algiers, as it resists foreign 
involvement. “It is up to the Eng- 
lish and Americans to come and 
protect us," the man said. 

— Rupert ComweW 
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andAndrea van der Kaap undergoing a marriage ceremony early yesterday.Cooducte^ by rive may or of 

Kaatshevai, it started at midnight on Wednesday, the earliest time allowed after giving the necessary two weeks* n< *£®. Toussaint Walters 
permitting homosexual couples to marry in the Netherlands was passed on I January this year Photograph. Toussamt Mutters 
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US tobacco firm 
‘targeted children’ 


A new storm was breaking 
around the American tobacco 
industry yesterday following the 
release of internal documents 
from RJ Reynolds apparently 
showing how the company 
courted young teenagers to 
boost cigarette sales. 

The papers, spanning 1973 
to 1990, appear to contradict 
testimony given to the United 
States Congress by RJR exec- 
utives three years ago in which 
they said under-18-year-olds 
had never been targeted. They 
could face perjury charges. 

“If you are looking for a 
smoking gun regarding youth 
smoking, you need look no fur- 
ther," commented. David 
Kessler, former head of the US 
Food and Drug Administration. 

Reacting to the papers, the 
White House asked Congress to 
move quickly to pass legislation 
authorising a litigation settle- 
ment struck by the tobacco 
companies and US states last 


year. “The President finds the 
release of the documents in the 
tobacoo case to be one more 
cause for urgency,” it said. 

Under the settlement, the to- 
bacco companies would pay 
out $368bn (£231bn) over 25 
years and pledge to take action 
to reduce smoking levels among 
young people. In return, they 
would receive partial immuni- 
ty from future suits. 

The documents were re- 
leased by Hemy Waxman, a Cal- 
ifornia congressman who has led 
the crusade against tobacco. 
“They targeted kids as young as 
14," Mr Waxman said, adding 
that he would be pushing for 
perjury charges. 

RJR has said the documents 
have been “cherry picked” and 
taken out of context it added 
that one mention of 14-year-olds 
was a typographical error and 
should have read 18-year-olds. 

— David Usbome, 
New York 


Jospin offers race apology 


Attempting to amend for a po- 
litical faux pas, the French 
Prime Minister, Lionel Jospin, 
said yesterday he would apolo- 
gise to conservative MPs for 
comments linking the right to 
racism. 

He said he would express his 
regrets during next week's ques- 
tion-aod-answer session in par- 
liament for comments he made 
on Wednesday, in which he 
said the right had opposed the 
abolition of slaveiy 150 years 
ago. Mr Jospin, under pressure 
for his failure to end protests by 
the unemployed, tried to play 
down his remarks at the Na- 


tional Assembly. “It's really a 
parliamentary incident, of 
which there are many in a 
democracy," he said. “It 
shouldn't be dramatised. And as 
it’s the first time, I intend that 
it wifi be the last." 

Conservative MPs shook 
their fists and yelled at Mr 
Jospin after a fellow left-wing 
MP asked him to speak on the 
150th anniversary of the aboli- 
tion of slavery. “One is certain 
the left was for the abolition of 
slavery, and you can’t say the 
same for the right,” said Mr 
Jospin. 

— AP, Paris 
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Netanyahu 

refuses to 
give up the 
West Bank 


Benjamin Netanyahu will 
make clear at his 
meeting with President 
Clinton next week that 
he has no intention of 
withdrawing from most 
of the West Bank. Yasser 
Arafat, who meets Mr 
Clinton two days later, 
hopes the US will finally 
put pressure on Israel. 
Patrick Cockbum in 
Jerusalem reports on the 
likely outcome of the 
confrontations. 


In the run up to his meeting 
with President Bill Clinton next 
week. Mr Netanyahu is already 
leaving the American leader in 
no doubt that Israel has no in- 
tention of implementing the 
Oslo accords of 1993 whereby 
it would withdraw from most of 
the West Bank and Gaza. This 
week the Cabinet approved a 
map of Israeli interests which 
will leave it holding at least 60 
per cent of the West Bank. 

Mr Netanyahu is not trying 
to pull the wool over President 
Clinton's eyes. The White 
House knows that the Israeli 
Prime Minister believes Israel 
is strong enough, politically 
and militarily, not to give land 
for peace - the basis for any Is- 
raeli-Palestioian agreement 
since the war of 1967. In effect 
Mr Netanyahu, unlike the pre- 
vious government, is ruling out 
Palestinian self-determination. 

Can he get away with it? Mr 
Netanyahu is no mean judge of 
politics in the US, where he be- 
gan his career as an Israeli 
diplomat in Washington and 
New York. His itinerary over 
the next week shows how he in- 
tends to pul pressure on Pres- 


ident Clinton before the US 
puts pressure on him. His first 
appointment is with Newt Gin- 
grich, the right-wing Republi- 
can Speaker of the House, 
known to sympathise with his 
views. Then he speaks to thou- 
sands of Christian fundamen- 
talists who advocate extreme 
Zionism and, despite a crowded 
schedule, will find lime to be in- 
terviewed on television by the 
preacher Pat Roberston. 

The majority of American 
Jews say they support Oslo 
and want pressure on Mr Ne- 
tanyahu to implement it. But 
the Jewish community activists 
are on the right and so are the 
campaign funds. Mr Clinton 
seems to have drawn the con- 
clusion from his 1992 defeat of 
President Bush, who held back 
funds to stop Israel building set- 
tlements on the West Bank, that 
it is always unwise, in terms of 
domestic American politics, to 
seek a confrontation with an Is- 
raeli government. 

One development might 
change this. Gassan Khalib, a 
Palestinian commentator, ar- 
gues that “the US will only put 
pressure on Israel if it believes 
that the failure of the peace 
process with the Palestinians is 
damaging the American pre- 
dominance in the Middle East 
as a whole. There were signs of 
this happening in November 
and December when the US 
could not rally its Gulf war 
coalition against Iraq or prevent 
Iran hosting a conference of Is- 
lamic leaders in Tehran." 

Other than this Mr Arafat 
does not have too many cards 
to play when he sees Mr Clin- 
ton on 22 January. “We will sim- 
ply ask for the existing 
agreements signed by Israel 
since 1993 to be implemented,” 
said Nabil Shaath, the Pales- 
tinian Minister of Planning, 
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An Palestinian girl on 

her way home from 
school in Hebron 
yesterday finds the way 
blocked by Israeli 
paratroopers after 
reinforcements were 
called when a Jewish 
settler tried to cross 
into the Palestinian 
section of the town 

Photograph: 
jim Hollander/ Reuters 
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yesterday. There is no doubt 
about what these accords said. 
The Palestinians can make some 
good rhetorical points about 
their implementation. Mr 
Shaath says: “Even after a mil- 
itary coup in the Third World 
the first announcement is usu- 
ally that the new leaders will 
abide by previous agreements. - 

Mr Arafat is not responsible 
for the disparity in power be- 
tween Israel and the Palestini- 
ans. “If. God forbid, there is a 
failure in this peace process, 
then all options are open." he 
said yesterday in Amman. Bui 
he knows his opLions are few. 
Oslo was in large part a result 
of the pressure on Israel by the 
intifada of the 25 million Pales- 
tinians in Gaza and the West 
Bank after 1987. Mr Arafat had 
little to do with it and there is 
no sign of a renewed uprising. 

Since he returned from 
Tunisia in 1994. Mr Arafat has 
marginalised the local leader- 
ship and rules largely through 


his security police. He ignores 
the Palestinian parliament. He 
shows little interest in the 25 
million-strong Palestinian di- 
aspora where he was once 
based. Mr Khatib says that, in 
practice, Mr Arafat's Pales- 
tinians Authority will not allow 
any civil resistance to Israel be- 
cause This would threaten their 
narrow interests and the privi- 
leges granted them by Israel". 

Both the US and the Pales- 
tinians hope that Mr Ne- 
tanyahu's government will split 
between supporters and oppo- 
nents of Oslo. This may happen. 
But the Israeli leader is adept 
at delaying tactics. He knows 
also that Washington does not 
want a confrontation. The op- 
position Labour party is weak. 
Some 3O.U0U opponents of Oslo 
gathered this week in the square 
where Yitzhak Rabin, then 
prime minister, was assassinat- 
ed in 1995. “The people of Is- 
rael live," shouted one of their 
leaders. "Oslo is dead." 
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Cook chides US for its hard line on Iran and Iraq 


RUSSIANS OFFER REPLACEMENTS IF IR AQ, B AN S AMER IC A N RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT 


and biological agents on prisoners in 1995. 
Nils Carl Strom, head of the UN inspeo 


The Russian defence minister, Igor Sergeyev, 
yesterday offered Russ tan -made spy aircraft 
to replace American U-2 reconnaissance air- 
craft over Iraq if Baghdad banned US ob- 
servation Rights from rts airspace. 

“Our countries want the problems to be 
solved peacefully. If Iraq is against the U-2s, 
we can propose Russian- made planes that 
have the same performance as US aircraft, 
and that can be the start of a solution," Mr 


Sergeyev told a news conference held with 
the French defence minister, Alain Richard, 
on the first day of the Russian's three-day 
visit to France. 

Iraq, which has triggered a new crisis in 
the United Nations Security Council by 
blocking a weapons inspection team head- 
ed by an American, has in the past threat- 


Yesterday, the US-led team awaited in- 
structions from United Nations headquarters. 
Iraq's UN ambassador, Nizar Hamdoon, said 
that his country would only co-operate if die 
UN reduced "the dominance of American cit- 
izens 1 * on inspection teams. He dismissed 
Wednesday’s Security Council statement de- 


tion office in Baghdad, said that all the in- 

spection teams were able to go about their 
business yesterday except for the US-led 
team. The inspectors were “waiting [for] or- 
ders from New York," he said. 


ened to shoot down US U-2 aircraft flying 
over its territory during such confront a tions. 


ploring Iraq's blocking of the US team. Iraq 
has accused the UN of trying to find 
evidence that Baghdad tested chemical 


UN inspectors muse certify chat Iraq has 
eliminated its weapons of mass destruction 
before the UN sanctions can be lifted. 


The Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, moved 
Britain's foreign policy several steps away 
from the United Slates yesterday, ex- 
pressly differentiating Britain from the US 
in two key policy areas Iraq and Iran. Mr 
Cook was making a flying - and heavily 
chaperoned - visit to Washington to launch 
Britain's presidency of the European 
Union. But his remarks were clearly in- 
tended also to bu rnish Britain’s credentials 
among its European partners. 

Mr Cook - who arrived a day later than 
planned and, at the Prime Minister's in- 
sistence, sons mistress - was on die first leg 
of a world tour designed to project Britain's 
simultaneous presidency of the European 
Union and chairmanship of the world's elite 
economic club, tbe Group of Sewn in- 
dustrialised nations. 

Addressing a seminar on Europe an- US 
relations before formal talks with his US 
counterpart, Madeleine Albright, Mr Cook 


stressed Britain's solidarity and agreement 
with the US on many issues, including de- 
fence, Nato expansion and the continued 
international presence in Bosnia. But he also 
aligned Britain more closely with its Eu- 
ropean partners in several areas, implicit- 
ly chiding his hosts for their stance. 


The most carefully worded, and perhaps 
least expected, of these departures relat- 
ed to Iraq. While noting that Britain had 
stood “four square” with the US in its do- 
termination “to take whatever action is nec- 
essary” to ensure Iraq's compliance with 
United Nations Security CouncD deci- 


sions. Mr Cook said: “Equally, however, the 
Security Council must stand by its com- 
mitment that the sanctions are in place for 
specific purposes. There is light at the end 
of the tunnel for Iraq. Once Saddam com- 
plies fully with the Security Council's re- 
quirements on weapons of mass 


destruction, then the council will need to 
take action on the oQ embargo." 

The term “light at the end of the runner 
has been used by France and Iraq to argue 
that Baghdad should be given dear objec- 
tives, and preferably a timetable, for the lift- 
ing of the UN embargo. US statements have 


wen ambiguous, with some officWs ™8- 
resting that Eheembaigowill remain m force 
so long as Saddam is in power. . _ 

On Iran, Mr C°ok wasmore for ?S 8ht : 

describing it as “an issue where the US and 
EheEU find it harder to see eye toeye and 
lining Britain up firmly with Europe- Iso- 
ating Iran ” he said, “is not the right re-- 
moose". He warned that economic 
solarion would have no serious effect on 
[ran's attempts to acquire weapons of ma^ 
iestruction. He also attacked US legisla- 
ion that provides for sanctions on com- 
panies and third countries that trade- with 
[ran and Libya. “We believe it is wrong in 
principle and counterproductive in its ef- 
iect on Iranian politics." he said. “It has an 
;xtra-territorial impact on legitimate busi- 
ness which is unacceptable”, and couldoniy 
lelp Iran's “hawks". 
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£10 Conran lunch 

Tbe independent and independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of London’s top restaurants throughout January and February for £10 


From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or early evening supper for 

just £10 per person. 

How to Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

ail bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 
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ZINC 

BAR •GRILL 


BLUE 

PRINT 

CAFE 



Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill - 


THE INDEPENDENT JNDE£EJ4pENT 

VaKd between Saturday January 10th and Frida/ January 16th 

Name 

Address 


Tha v oucher Brides the holder and >9 member* at thdr beaMne to 
parddpice In The MependentfConnui Restaurants 00 lunch offer 


The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 

Bluebird 350 King's Road. London. SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 

Lunch !2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

Blue Print Cafe The Design Museum. 28 Shad Thames. London. SEI 
2YE 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch !2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm* 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. London. SEI 2YE 
0171 403 8403 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3 pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Mezzo 100 Wardour Street London. WIV 3LE 
0171 3144000 

Lunch l2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm 
dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

Quaglino’s 16 Bury Street St James's, London, SWIY6AL 
0171 930 67e>7 

Lunch l2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 5.30pm - 6.30pm 

Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street London, WIR7LF 
0171 255 8899 

The special 3 course menu is available between 1 2 noon and 7pm 
between Monday and Wednesday the offer is extended until I ! pm* 

The oiler is avaBable 7 days a week at all six restaurants 

* Gosed fram 6pm or Sunday Offer not available after 6pm on February V 4 



firm told 
to quit 
Angola 

Angola yesterday ordered all 
foreigners working for the Lon- 
don-based security company 
Defence Systems Limited, 
founded by former officers of 
Britain's £lite Special Air Ser- 
vice, to leave the country im- 
mediately. a company official 
said. 

DSL's chief executive, 
Richard Bethell, told clients, 
which include most foreign 
companies and embassies in 
Angola, in a letter on Wednes- 
day to put in place security con- 
tingency plans. 

The company official, who 
asked not to be named, said an 
aircraft was on standby in Jo- 
hannesburg, awaiting clearance 
to land in Luanda to fetch the 
103 foreigners, of whom 45 are 
Gurkhas from Nepal. 

DSL was the largest private 
security firm in Angola, guard- 
ing top expatriate officials of 
most embassies as well as oil and 
mining companies. 

There are over 90 security 
companies operating in Ango- 
la. “This is a nightmare, not only 
in terms of who will protect our 
houses and offices, but also for 
any foreign company planning 
to invest in Angola.” a senior 
Western diplomat said. 

The Angolan government 
issued a decree on 24 Decem- 
ber ordering DSLs immediate 
expulsion, saying its operations 
were irregular. Tbe government 
informed all expatriates work- 
ing for the company to leave the 
country by yesterday morning. 

The Interior Ministry said 
DSL, which operated as DSL 
Angola since 1992 when it be- 
came illegal for foreigners to 
own security companies in the 
country, had kept its top man- 
agement exclusively for for- 
eigners. Most foreign security 
companies in Angola have joint 
ventures with Angolan part- 
ners. usually army generals who 
are paid hefty dollar salaries. 

— Reuters, Johannesburg 



Blooded: Dan Mathews, an activist of the US group Beta, in a Milan boutique during 
men’s fashion week, as campaigners protested agamst use of for Photograph: Reuters 


Pinochet still calling the shots 


Old soldiers never die and 
some, such as Chile’s Augusto 
Pinochet, refuse to fade away. 
The general 82, who oversaw 
the death of 3,000 opponents 
over 17 years before handing 
over to a civilian government in 
1990, is still calling the shots. 

Due to retire as army com- 
mander this month, be has post- 
poned his departure to an 


unspecified date. Constitution- 
ally, he can remain until 11 
March but his view of the con- 
stitution is not necessarily that 
of your average democrat: be 
overthrew the elected Marxist 
government of Salvador Al- 
lende in 1973. And he pushed 
through a constitutional change 
which allows him to serve, with- 
out election, as a senator for life. 


His pending switch from army 
chief, and still a powerful force 
behind the throne of President 
Eduardo Frei, to senator cre- 
ated uproar this week, includ- 
ing in parliament, which broke 
off in chaos. It was then that 
Gen Pinochet said he would 
prolong his army career. 

— Phil Davison, 
Latin America Correspondent 
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LIGHTWEIGHT PRICES, 
HEAVYWEIGHT PERFORMANCE 


While stocks last! 



• Myrica NA2 - 166MHz Intel Pentium* 
processor with MMX 1 " technology - 
(Black desktop) 

• 32 MB RAM 

• 3D/2MB Graphics Card 

• 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

• 20x Speed CD ROM 

• 12 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• 33.6k Fax Modem 



© 



Pentium 


£695 


inc. VAT 


Fujitsu is the world’s second largest IT company, with a turnover in excess of $36bn, and operating on a 
global basis. The company has been operating tor over 60 years, (luring which time it has become a mar- 
ket leader m desktop and mobile computing as well as in the areas of computer memory, display devices 
and software. This enviable position has resulted from its continued investment in R & D, (currently run- 
ning at 10* of revenues) which has ensured the consistent production of reliable, leading edge products 
designed to meet the needs of the end user. 


All products come with one year on-stte waranty and 
free telephone hotline support 

Tbe Intel Inside* logo and Pentlunf are registered 
trademarks and MMX™ is a trademark of Intel 
Corporation 


[ft.:-.' — 

• Myrica NA3 166MHz Intel Pentium" proces- 
sor with MMX* technology 

•32 MB RAM 

• 3D/2MB Graphics Card 
■ 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

• 20x Speed CD ROM 
•12 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• 33.6k Fax Modem 


£745 


inc. VAT 


f\ 


Accetcsal major oad* certs. 
Finance Toma Araftabta. 5o!*sct to statin. 
Written quotations naUette on request. 


Sat 9-5pm Son 10304om WeeU^ Mprr. Delivery £9i>5 + W 

Call this number to order your multimedia PC 

0181 286 2222 

TechDirect . Unit 20 Red Lion Business Park, Red Lion Road, Surbiton. Surrey KT6 7QD 


• Myrica NA4 233MHz Intel Pentlunf 
processor with MMX” technology 

•32 MB RAM 

• 3D/2MB Graphics Card 

• 2£GB Hard Disk Drive 

• 20x Speed CD ROM 

■ 12 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• 33.6k Fax Modem 




Inc. VAT 



All the above come with; 

MS Windows* 95. 

MS Works V4.0, 

MS Encarta 97, 

MS Oceans aid MS Money 
Fhfln 
BTUneOne 

+ Selection of 4 CD leisure titles 
Choose your own monitor from 

£115 me. VAT 


FUJITSU 


ft 




57 






-::k 












O' iJtZuP 


raq 




15/BALKANS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRl DAY lb JANUARY l‘>*>8 


Remember Vukovar — for the sake of the dead, 
and the survivors who must bring it back to life 


The communities shattered by 
the Balkan wars are slowly being 
put back together again. Croatia 
yesterday reoccupied Eastern 
Slavonia, an area taken by the 
Serbs in 1991 and then controlled 
for the last two years by the 
United Nations. Andrew Marshall 
looks back to the horrors of the 
war, and forward to a future that 
may also be bleak. 


Remember Vukovar? It's one of those 
painfully angular Balkan names which for 
a few days or months became a headline 
during the wars of the first half of this 
decade. Then it faded away again, just a 
place on the map and a few curled news- 
paper cuttings. 

Something similar has happened in the 
town itself. The ruins have softened over 
time, and undergrowth has hidden some of 
the worse scars. The shell-pocked buildings 
have settled into the rubble. It no longer 
has the appearance of atrocity, rather, of 
history. As you wander the streets of what 
was once a fine baroque Habsburg. town, 
you can only guess about the buildings: 
Schooi? Barracks? Town hall? 

You can only guess, too. at the suffer- 
ings and the horrors that took place here, 
on the banks of the mighty and slow-mov- 
ing Danube. For Vukovar was taken by the 
Serbs - local Serbs and the Yugoslav army 

- in 1991, after Croatia declared indepen- 
dence from Yugoslavia. Eastern Slavonia 
was - is - a part of Croatia with a large Serb 
minority. Vukovar became a symbol for 
both sides: of Croatian resistance, and of 
Serb success. For three months it suffered 
under daily assault, millions of shells 
falling before the conquerors finally moved 
in in November. 

One popular theory in Britain has it that 
the Balkan wars were ignited by Germany's 
decision to press for recognition of Croa- 
tia in December 1991. This would come as 
something of a surprise to the inhabitants 
of Vukovar. By the time European Union 
leaders had finished shuffling their papers 
in the Dutch town of Maastricht, the peo- 
ple of Vukovar - those that were still alive 

- had emerged from their cellars to find a 
town that had been levelled by Serb artfllery. 
Then, the remaining houses were de- 
stroyed: a land mine in the living room, per- 
haps, or a tank sheD through the front 
window. In some houses, the gas was 
turned on and a candle lit on the upstairs 
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landing. Some 200 people were taken 
from the hospital and murdered. 

Yet as you drive through its eerie 
streets, each reduced to ruins no higher than 
a man can stand, there are houses that are 
virtually untouched. For Serbs lived in 
Vukovar, too. They were not spared the ar- 
tillery assault, but their houses were left 
standing. The Catholic church is a ruin: the 
Orthodox church, though badly damaged 
and pocked with the ugly acne of shell fire, 
survives. When you first realise how com- 
pletely this separation of man from man 
was done - the energy, the planning, the in- 


tent. street by street, village by village - it 
is bard to keep your sanity. 

Vukovar was not the only place where 
this happened, nor were the Croats the only 
ones to suffer. But it was one of the first 
casualties in a war to remove ethnic groups 
and change boundaries, to take down one 
flag and put up another. Croatia, in two 
lightning and deadly offensives, struck 
back at the Serbs in 1995, leaving Eastern 
Slavonia as the last under Serb control, ex- 
pelling the Serbs and cleansing its own 
boundaries. 

There is good news here, of a sort. East- 


ern Slavonia has changed bands peaceful- 
ly. after two years of UN supervision, un- 
like the Krajina, or Western Slavonia, 
where force of arms was the chosen route. 
"Two years ago few people believed this 
would be possible." said Bernard Miyet, UN 
Under-Secretary-General for peace-keep- 
ing operations yesterday. 

But now the Russian soldiers crouched 
in their sandbagged positions on the main 
road are gone, and this is Croatia again: 
Croatian number plates, Croatian local au- 
thorities, Croatian money. There are 75- 
NU.000 Croats waiting to move back, and 


roughly the same number of Serbs still 
there, some living in what were Croat hous- 
es, waiting to see what will happen. 

That is another reason to remember 
Vukovar. The Serbs in Eastern Slavonia, 
some of them refugees from the rest of 
Croatia, some of them long-term residents, 
fear for the future, and with justification. 
There will be revenge attacks. 

There will be hatred, and the settling of 
scores. And there will also (if the evidence 
of the past is anything to go by) be precious 
little effort by the Croatian government to 
make these people want to stay. 
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Lefts Vukovar residents with 
photographs of people who went 
missing after the city fell to Serb 
forces in the early stages of the 
Balkan wars. Now that it has 
reverted to Croatian control, there 
are fears of retribution 

Photograph: PA 


There are concerns about their safety, 
about their civil rights, and about their ac- 
cess to free media. 

Franjo Tudjman, Croatia's President, re- 
members Vukovar well, and has used it to 
his advantage. It was a potent weapon dur- 
ing the presidential election last year, 
when Mr Tudjman took a "peace train" to 
Vukovar. The return of Eastern Slavonia 
is an important symbol for Croatia: five 
years after it was first recognised by the in- 
ternational community, all its land is un- 
der Croatian rule. 

■Western diplomats say that Croatia 
has been more emollient in recent months 
about the Serb minority. But the US - Croa- 
tia's main ally during the war - made clear 
yesterday that it is watching. 

“We expect Croatia to fulfil its respon- 
sibilities to guarantee equal treatment 
and full protection of the rights of all Croa- 
tia's citizens," said President Bill Clinton. 
It remains to be seen if these pious hopes 
translate into reality. 

If the West wants to remember Vuko- 
var, then it has the tools. There will still be 
international monitors in Eastern Slavonia. 
Croatia wants good relations with, and even- 
tual entry to, the European Union and 
Nato; there are plenty of levers. But Eu- 
rope can remember Vukovar in other 
ways. too. The town is a ruin, and officials 
say it would cost some $2.5bn (£lJ56bn) to 
rebuild it to its pre-war splendour. Croat- 
ia can find Jlbn, but wants the rest to be 
donated by the international community. 
It is not much for a town that was destroyed 
while Europe waited on the sidelines. 
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For full details phone VAX Care free on 0500 112 113, 
Come and see Sahara at ClllTyS 


1997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years' - What Mortgage Magazine. 


Mortgage statement a bit hefty? 




Here’s how you could save around £500 a year. 


Lender 


APR. ‘MorjitMyilep^ :saVing r J 1 T«ta^Pay?ibte 

( Variable) A 




Since January ’97 interest payments have risen and risen and risen. With one phone call 
to Direct line you can start to bring them down again. 

Our variable rare mortgage could save you around £500 a year. 

No legal fees if you transfer your mortgage without moving 
house using our solicitors package. 

We refund your standard valuation costs after the 
mortgage is set up. 

No arrangement, mortgage indemnity or early redemption fees. 

You can borrow up ro 909-i of rhe value of your home. 

So get vour house in order. Call Direct Line now. B wlillllitllliiatt 



0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI74 
www.directline.co.uk Direct Line Financial Services Limited, 250 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 5SH. 


You must be aged 18 to £2. Subject M status. Security required, Wrfe^.qtwonions on wqu e et . ft dwn «oUea6f ir teted and 

amount to mors than £300, Direct Une wffl jjay «ha excest up-4o.i /najiSiuim -of ClOO- Offie ^Taay b*' withdraw ac any «me. Same 

mortgages may require payment of » fee u> th* tadsOag, tender- .when being g*mfe»T*d._Cag» , -TO and/iipxkKrifc 

Diwet Line and the red phone on wheels aw the trademarks CTree* Cjne JnwrancO pic, Atsed "whi tes perm&steh. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO MOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS Ort A MORreAfit CiR OT*4ER EOANSECU^bNrt 
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Sonia reels in the 
crowds for Congress 


Family fortunes: Sonia Gandhi at yesterday’s rally in Bangalore, where her reference to the Bofors scandal electrified the crowd Photograph: Reuters 


In the software city of 
Bangalore, Sonia Gandhi 
launched her campaign 
for India’s Congress 
Party in earnest 
yesterday. And for the 
first time she 
demonstrated her power 
as a crowd puller. 


What is the point of Sonia 
Gandhi throwing herself into 
the Indian election campaign? 
The point is to remagnetise the 
great electrode of Indian poli- 
tics that Congress used to be, to 
reawaken the memory among 
India's poor of the all-embrac- 
ing paternalism of Congress in 
its glory days, and bring back, 
like so many iron filings, all 
those who have drifted off to 
other parties. Thai was how one 
senior Congress figure put it to 
me in Bangalore this afternoon 
as Mrs Gandhi’s campaign got 
under way in earnest 

Her first meeting last Sun- 
day was just a foretaste, a nec- 
essary genuflection at the gate 
of martyrdom. But Congress 
support in Tamil Nadu long ago 
withered away beyond revival 


and the meagre crowd which 
gathered at the place of Rajiv 
Gandhi's assassination had an 

unmi stakable b used-in look. 

So here in the “Garden 
City” in Karnataka state, where 
Congress is still a force, she 
faced her first important test. 
Outside Congress headquar- 
ters tribal drummers banged 
away while aparatchicks in 
white homespun kuna and pa- 
jama milled about busily inside. 
The town, the most fashionable 
and one of the most prosperous 
in the country, was draped in 
welcome banners, hmd pink and 
mauve paintings of “Madam 
that did her no favours, signs 
reading “We are honoured to 
have our charismatic presence 
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in the Congress' 1 , and “Sonia - 
perfect personality". With very 
little to go on, the party’s myth- 
making machine has gone into 
overdrive. 

The rally built slowly and 
steadily until it was of an awe- 
some size. Across the play- 
ground of a school, its 
perimeter dominated by mas- 
sive cut-outs of Sonia, Rajiv and 
the party’s much-anathema- 
tised president Sitaram Kesri, 
Congress cranked out the old 
time religion. Nehru's tryst with 
destiny speech, with which he 
greeted independence, other 
speeches from other times, the 
lilt of the classical singer MS 
Subhalakshmi, and a rampaging 
movie tune with new words eu- 
logising the dynasty, all these 
blared out across the ground. 

And slowly it filled. The 
crowd, 90 per cent male, pre- 
dominantly young, poor but not 
ragged, had come from all over 
the state, from up to 500km 
away. Among them was a good 
spattering 6f the minorities - 
Jains, Christians, "Tribals" - 
which traditionally voted Con- 
gress but which drifted off to 
other, newer parties like Jana- 
ta Dal during the years of Con- 
gress's decline, and who must 
now be lured back. Only the 
women from the Banjaxa com- 
munity really stood out, draped 
in bright gowns covered with 
mirrors, hair clasped in pewter 
bangles the size of pepper pots, 
babies damped to their waists. 

There was the usual at- 
tempted misinformation about 
numbers. Congress claimed 


they were expecting 400.000. At 
4 pm, when Sonia arrived, near- 
ly an hour late, there might haw 
been 60,000. It was certainty a 
healthy number, and though 
brought in en masse there was 
electricity in the air. Then a dite 
showbiz touch, pure Bollywood: 
a helicopter flew over, shower- 
ing the audience in jasmine 
and marigold petals. 

But Sonia opened her 
mouth, and the voltage fell 
away. If she was realty one of 
nature’s orators, it probably 
wouldn't have taken Congress 
seven years to get her to make 
her maiden campaign speech. 
She had all the i flan and charis- 
ma of a woman reading the .les- 
son at Mass because i t was her 
turn again. The greeting (in 
Kannada, the local language} 
went down a storm. After that, 
for half an hour, there was a dis- 
tinct sense of 60,000 people 
studying their cuticles. The 
name “Indira" woke them up 
briefly. She tramped across the 
ground she covered earlier in 
the week: her private grief, the 
country’s need, the threat of di- 
versity, the nation's potential 
Congress’s achievements. 

Then almost at the end she 
did it: mentioned the taboo 
word “Bofors". Sonia has been 
entangled - Rajiv too, while he 
lived - since the mid-1980s in 
allegations of corruption con- 
cerning an enormous arms deal 
with the Swedish firm, Bofors. 
The scandal has dogged Sonia's 
heels, without ever coming out 
and mugging her. Today, against 
all expectation, she rounded on - 
it “The full truth [about the 
scandal} has yet to be revealed. 
I have often wondered why. 1eH 
us, Tfell us, tell us", she cried. “I 
will be the happiest person if 
only they name the people re- 
sponsible. Because on that day 
my husband will be vindicated. 
Because it will be proved” - now 
her voice rose and cracked with 
emotion - “that the case was 
nothing but a vicious attempt to 
destroy his reputation.” 

• Al Iasi, as thespeecti ended, 
she had done it, she bad re- 
connected the audience to the 
mains, and die translation of her 
(English) words was greeted 
with whikles and cheers. 

It is not surprising that the 
one subject on which Sonia 
Gandhi shows real passion con- 
cerns her private hurt and bit- 
terness. But it will be interesting 
to discover how galvanic such 
emotion can be across India. For 
there can be few countries 
where cynicism about politicians 
is more deepty ingrained, and 
the Gandhis are not exempt. 
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White consultants get more merit awards 


The NHS will spend 
nearly £1 bn over Che 
next five years on 
distinction awards for 
hospital consultants 
which can double their 
salaries to £110,000 a 
year. Jeremy Laurence, 

1 Health Editor, says 
ministers are to re- 
examine the system 
which has been criticised 
for being unfair, 
inequitable and poor 
value for money. 


While consultants axe three 
limes more likely to gei a dis- 
tinction award than non-white 
ones, says a study. 

The racial bias, revealed in 
an analysis of the 2,500 awards 
currently held by doctors worth 
between £21590 and £53.645 on 
top of basic NHS salaries, is the 
latest charge to be made against 
the scheme which has been 
plagued by controversy since its 
inception. 

Ministers are believed to be 
unhappy with ihe arrangements 
for rewarding consultants and 
want to see the scheme re- 
worked to reflect not only the 
national and international 
recognition they have received, 
but also the contribution (hey 


make to the NHS. Many top 
consultants with awards have 
thriving private practices and 
other commit mcnls which take 
them away from the NHS. 

A spokesman Tor the Health 
Department said yesterday: 
“Large sums of money are paid 
out every year in distinction 
awards and ministers want to 
make sure it is in line with de- 
partmental policy. They have no 
plans to change it but they arc 
looking at it as part of the 
comprehensive spending re- 
view.” 

Basic salaries for full time 
hospital consultants range be- 
tween £43,750 and £53,645. 
With a B. A or A+ award they 
can almost double their salaries 


to a maximum of £1 10,000. A+ 
a wards are currently held by 213 
consultants and the total cost of 
the scheme to the NHS is esti- 
mated at £]$5 id a year. 

The awards were established 
in 1948, at the start of the 
NHS, to recognise “more than 
ordinary ability and effort” and 
to ensure that the financial re- 
wards at the top were sufficient 
to attract the most able practi- 
tioners into specialist areas. 
They are made by a national 
committee, mainly of doctors, 
which considers names put for- 
ward locally. 

The latest study of the 
scheme, published in the British 
Medical Journal, found 14 peT 
cent of consultants are non- 


white but only 5 per cent hold 
a distinction award. 

Dr Sam Everington, an au- 
thor of the study and a former 
Labour Party adviser on health, 
said the findings illustrated the 
system’s failings. “It is ludi- 
crous that this money is not used 
to reward consultants who do 
more for Lbe NHS." 

Previous studies have shown 
men are more likely to receive 
an award than women, the spe- 
cialties of cardiology and 
surgery are favoured over psy- 
chiatry and geriatrics, and aca- 
demics in teaching hospitals 
get more awards than ordinary 
working doctors in district hos- 
pitals. 

The awards are given “sole- 


ly' on grounds of merit but ... 
they are not intended - nor 
should they be seen - as a 
measure of ihe quality of treat- 
ment afforded to individual pa- 
tients." This curious caution is 
intended to prevent their being 
used to construct league tables 
of the best doctors. 

In an editorial in the BMJ, 
Dr Peter Rubin, dean of med- 
icine at Nottingham Universi- 
ty, says the mystery surrounding 
the awards should be dispelled. 
“A more explicit statement of 
the minimum requirements for 
each level of award could be 
helpful as would an indication 
of the relative importance of dif- 
ferent professional achieve- 
ments” be savs. 
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^ Flower power: Planes like the bluebell have the ability to synthesise exotic molecules which would take chemists years to copy 


Photograph: Philip Dunn/Rex 
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Treatments for HfV infection 
I and cancer could be developed 
I from the humble bluebell after 
i a government scientific body 
| joined forces with n drugs enm- 
pany yesterday in spearhead 
1 research. 

Scion lists at an institute in 
Whies have shown lhai blue- 
bells, and their close relation the 
harebell, are packed with chem- 
icals which they use as a defence 
mechanism against animals and 
insect pests. 

The biologically active com- 
pounds are strikingly like two 
similar compounds extracted 
from a plant in Australia and 
America which are now under- 
going clinical trials with cancer 
and HIV patients in the US. 

Dr Alison Wilson, of the 
Institute of Grassland and 
Environmental Research 
llGER) in Aberystwyth. Dyfed. 
said: “The bluebell produces 
compounds very similar in 


them. They are not identical, but 
similar enough to gel us excit- 
ed.” They all work by inhibiting 
certain enzymes in the body. 

The institute, which Ls part 
of the Biotechnology and Bio- 
logical Sciences Research 
Council, yesterday announced 
an alliance with Xenova Dis- 
covery Limited to build up a li- 
brary of such potentially 
money-spinning compounds. 

They aim to apply new ana- 
lytical techniques to the search 
for previously unknown bioac- 
tive compounds from both Eu- 
ropean and tropical plants. 

However, it may prove im- 
possible for the development to 
be wholly high-tech. Dr Watson 
said they might be dependent on 
whole fields of the flowers be- 
ing grown for their commercial 
value. “Some of these com- 
pounds are very difficult to 
produce synthetically, so you 
have n> farm the plants. They 


could certainly be vciy pretty.” 

The bluebell is not the only 
plant being investigated. But 
JGER and Xenova. which spe- 
cialises in the discovery of nov- 
el pharmaceutical drugs from 
natural sources such as fungi, 
were keeping quiet yesterday 
about the possibilities of other 
flowers. 

Professor Clive Lovcday, 
one of Britain’s leading Aids ex- 
perts, who has an interest in 
herbal medicines, said he was 
not surprised by the potential 
for the bluebell. "Just like hu- 
mans. plants have an immune 
system and ir’s the chemicals 
they use to defend themselves 
that have these medical appli- 
cations.” he said. 

“Plants have the ability to 
synthesise extremely exotic mol- 
ecules which would take 
chemists years to copy, if they 
could ever do it at all 

— Louise Jury 
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MOW SHOWING AT CINEMAS 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY 


Duvets raise cot death risk 


Duvcls and quilLs should not 
be used for babies under the 
age of one year because of ihe 
risk that they will cover their 
faces and obstruct their 
breathing, doctors warn. 

A Study of IDO families til 
babies who died from cut 
death found that the use of a 
dtivel or bed quilt increased 
lhreclnld the ri>.k «1 the 
baby dying. The increased 
risk applied only if the baby 
slept on ils back - the rec- 


■ immended position - or side, 
ami not when it slept on its 
front. 

The authors of the study, 
wliieh was conducted in Tas- 
mania and is published in the 
British \fctiical Journal say 
lh.it when babies reach the age 
nf necks they can pull 
hedcli it lies over their faces 
and may move their sleeping 
position. Duwis do not tuck 
in whereas blankets, which do 
and are therefore secured. 


are less likely to be pulled over 
the face. 

Parents have been advised 
in put their babies to sleep on 
their backs since the start of 
the decade and the number of 
cot deaths has more than 
halved. Tucking them into 
bed with blankets rather than 
laying a duvet over them fur- 
ther reduces the risk during 
the vulnerable first year. 

— Jeremy Laura nee. 
Health Editor 
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This is no pigment of 
the imagination. The 
other half are plainly - 
and playfully - thinking 
pink again. So: what 
are we going to do 
about it? 

One hates lo be the bearer of 
bad tidings, but the evidence 
is clear. The breeders want 
pink - our colour! - back. 
Read it and sleep: Baby Spice 
in her mocking baby dolls: 
Boots No Ts current parody 
campaign (“Pink girls flirt 
with everyone, pay attention 
to no one - pink girls get what 
they want"). Pink ribbons 
for breast cancer awareness. 
Pink all over the cover of Fat 
and Proud: The Politics of Size. 
Even Aerosmith - Aero- 
smith! - have got into the act. 
singing the praises of pink on 
their latest waxing. That's 
pink as in “Surrender the 
pink", a punning reference to 
... Well, never min d. 

I could go on. but does 
any person of taste really 
want to be reminded of last 
year's summer collections, 
or the colour scheme of Julie 
BurchilJ's Brighton pad? 

This is no pigment of the 
imagination. The other half 
are plainly - and playfully - 
thinking pink again. So: what 
are we going to do about it? 

I find myself agreeing 
with Derek Bentley. Let 'em 
have it. Now, now. Please. 
Tossing your sex toys at me 
does nothing except add to 
my collection. I'm also aware 
that no hue is afforded per- 
manent stability of mean- 
ing. Why, according to 
Cassell’s Queer Companion , 
before the First World War 
pink was even considered a 
shade masculine. Being a 
variation on red (valour, 
courage), pink was linked 
with boys, not Boyz: with 
blood and the spilling of 
blood Back then, blue was 
feminine, and our son, like 
Disney’s Fbcahomas, painted 
with all the colours of the 
wind Or at least three: green, 
violet, lavender. Suits you, sir, 
but not. definitely not for 
public consumption. 

Times change. Indeed 


they do. Pink was Shocking. 
Pink was Hol Pink was perky 
and pervy. But now, after 30 
years of that crazy little thing 
called Out, shouldn't we 
pause and asfc is a pastel that 
plays best on suckling pigs 
really the right shade for a 
mature political movement? 

Sure, pink used to be 
provocative. Smart idea, in- 
verting the symbol of our sup- 
posed dev ian ry and making 
it our own: the pink triangle 
Insignificant Others were 
forced to wear in the con- 
centration camps (Oh, those 
waggish Nazis! They knew it 
clashed with everything!) 
Anyhow, you understand: 
from Triumph of the Will to 
Triumph of the Wfllie. 

Times change. Han g on to 
pink, and it's horribly posable 
to end up the spiritual coun- 
terpart of Barbara Cartiand. 

Pink, after all, is also be- 
ing eroded from “within". 
Red, red ribbons and rainbow 
flags certainly suggest a wish 
to broaden a restricted 
palette. Honestly. Here we 
are, the maveos of mix 'n’ 
match, and we're stuck with 
any colour as long as it’s you- 
know-what. Pink pounds, 
pink politics, pink taxis, pink 
paperbacks. Pink account- 
ants. Pink lawyers. The pink 
(showbiz) squares in Trivial 
Pursuit. From the concen- 
tration camps to questions 
about Schindler’s List. 
There’s even, for heaven’s 
sake, a Pink Paper. 

Times change. Face the 
future. (Orange - good news 
for Judith Chalmers.) At this 
stage we’d be better off with 
Khmer Rouge. There’s no 
threat, no juice, no joy left in 
pink. Besides, I look vile in 
iL Apart from bridesmaids 
and Barbie, everyone does. 
Bat your lashes at any Gay 
Pride march for confirmation 
and consider the virtues of re- 
branding. It worked for 
Pepsi, it can work for us. 
We’re no longer content to 
settle for the perception of 
being second best. The mil- 
lennium approaches and ... 

It’s time to give pink back 
lo blancmange, your incont- 
inent Granny's matinee 
jacket, babies' squeezable 
little cheeks (both sets). 

Pink is done. How can one 
tell? Because heterosexuals’ 
parodies and satires are so 
much more pointed, so much 
more amusing than ours. So, 
can we just, like, get over it, 
3nd muse upon being ail 
white on the night, or being 
in the navy, or going through 
the rainbow rather than over 
it? There may be no cure for 
this colour-blindness, but 
couldn't we at least admit that 
it’s sometimes best to be out 
of the pink, rather than in? 


That little problem a man won’t talk 




about - even if he’s your doctor 


Millions of men suffer 
from impotence, but 
a new survey suggests 
that even those who 
summon up the courage 
to see their 

GP may receive no help. 
PhUlip Hodson reports. 


The poet John Betjeman suf- 
fered: “My sex is no longer ram- 
pant." Sir Anthony Buck 
apparently suffered; “It took 
two years for the marriage to be 
consummated to wife Bieo- 
venida.’’ Even James Bond has 
suffered: “For an hour in that 
room alone with Le Chiffre the 
certainty of impotence had 
been beaten into him and a scar 
had been left that could only be 
healed by experience.” 

A pity they didn't live to see 
the current trend of impotence 
research and development. 

This should be an exciting 
time for erections. There is a 
range of new products - at 
least one of them available on 
the NHS - or in the pipeline, to 
help most men. However, the 
conclusion of a survey of 432 
patients and 194 partners, 
published on behalf of the Im- 
potence Association, is sig- 
nificantly deflating. 

The chairman of the assoc- 
iation, Dr Alan J Riley, has 
estimated that up to 5 million 
British men suffer from some 
form of “erectile dysfunction” 
yet only 10 per cent receive 
any form of treatment. 

We now learn that of those 
seeking help, one in four neg- 
lects to visit their doctor, pre- 
ferring to trust to commercial 
alternatives such as sprays, 
herbs and “energy rings”. Of 
those who do visit the surgery, 
23 per cent get no treatment 
whatsoever. Of those who do 
visit the doctor and get treat- 
ment, a massive 5Sper cent 
come away dissatisfied. 

Does this matter? Well, 
62 per cent of sufferers re- 
ported lowered self-esteem 
and some feelings of depres- 
sion; 15 per cent had trouble 
making new relationships; 
14 per cent said impotence 
had damaged their long-term 
partnerships; 10 per cent 
thought it had even spoiled 
their relationship with the doc- 
tor, while a quarter of the re- 
spondents said impotence 
reduced their overall quality of 
life by up to 80 per cent. 

Allan Bennet - in his 50s - 
wrote to me last year to express 
frustration with the system: “I 



have had sexual difficulties for 
more than two years. Reluct- 
andy. 1 went to see my GP hav- 
ing finally plucked up the 
courage. He asked me what I ex- 
pected 3t my age, and did it re- 
ally matter any more? I'd got my 
family, badn't I? And with a 
magisterial wave he dismissed 
my concerns. 

“I was so flabbergasted, I re- 
mained speechless. The doctor 
in question, I may add. is a 
Roman Catholic. 

“It was only when I got 
home that my brain jogged 


back into gear. I sent him the 
following note: 

’Dear Doctor. 

‘I know that you have indi- 
cated that the virility problem 
is not of fundamental import- 
ance to the continuation of my 
marriage but I can assure you 
that it most definitely fr vital to 
the continued existence of my 
peace of mind as a man. I 
thought you should be informed 
I shall be seeing a sexual con- 
sultant in London 

When you consider that 
good sex adds years to the life 


fering in sflence as only “real" 
men can. 

In feet, if the male sex were 
quoted on the stock exchange, 
today’s price would be in 
trouble again. Boor educational 
attainments and flailing sperm 
counts are one thing. But to pass 
up a National Health aphro- 
disiac when it is lawful and 
licensed seems more than 


of middle-aged men such as 
Allan, cutting the risk of pre- 
mature death by as much as 
36 per cent (“The truth about 
sex: more of it makes you live 
longer". The Independent , 19 
December 1997), this does 
amount to a legitimate health 
concern. 

Yet time and again, for rea- 
sons of embarrassment or lack 
of empathy, GPs seem reluctant 
to be proactive or to prescribe. 
And as the survey suggests, pa- 
tients are equally slow to face 
up to their difficulties, often suf- 


perveise. 

As men live longer, compete 
with women harder and con- 
sume more health and groom- 
ing products, impotence is, in 
any case, set to spread rather 
than diminish. Up to a third of 
men over the age of 45 exper- 
ience some symptoms of im- 
potence, and up to two-thirds of 
those aged 75 and over. Longer 
life span usually means more 
heart and hypertension prob- 
lems. These may cause impot- 
ence directly, or as a result of 
taking medication for the con- 
ditions. The same is true of de- 
pression - a common enough 
feature of mid-life crisis. Both 
the illness, and remedies such 
as Prozac can reduce libido and 
affect sexual performance. New 
drugs to counteract baldness, 
such as Propecia, also carry 
some risk of impotence. 

Nor do “old" drugs such as 
alcohol and nicotine help. Men 
who consume more than 40 
units of booze a week are likely 
to deliver little or no sexual 
thrill. It has been shown that 
smoking two high- tar cigarettes, 
one after the other, reduces 
blood-flow in the penis by about 
a third. And the Independent on 
Sunday’s campaign to promote 
cannabis has to answer concerns 
that up to 20 per cent of long- 
term cannabis users may be- 
come impotent. 

Even if you are trying to lead 
a drug-free, well-exercised 
lifestyle, there is little prospect 
of escape. The latest signifi cant 
cause of impotence among 
younger men turns out io be 
“bicycle-riding", at least ac- 
cording to Dr Irwin Goldstein 
of Dallas, Texas (his website: 
http://www.nd.edij/— ktrembat/ 
www-bike/BCY/mea.bikes. 
html), who sees six such patients 
a week. He claims that hard 
cyde-saddles on sports bikes are 
responsible for reducing penile 
blood flow by up to 66 per 
cent, and even the softer ver- 
sions reduce blood supply to the 
region by a third. 

So it is just as well that we 
live in a period replete with 
remedies. Injectable prosta- 
glandins. (blood-stream mes- 
sengers) such as Caver} ect are 


a special boon for diabetes 
and stroke patients. Men cross 
their legs when you mention in- 
jections, bur the sensation is 
said to be no more than a , 
“small prick” according to Dr 
Geoff Hackett of Keele Uni- 
versity, who ran tests for five 
years. 

To those critics who say doc- 
tors are yer again “interfering 
with nature", be replied; “Spon- 
taneous Intercourse isn’t very 
common in most 20-year-old 
marriages. My studies show 
that 39 per- cent of patients 
with diabetes are permanently 
impotent Over 50 per cent of 
stroke patients are impotent. 
ADd most of those with spinal 
damage who can’t walk and 
have sometimes little else to live 
for are impotent Not only will 
many of these sufferers be able 
to resume sexual activity, the 
quality of their erections is ' 
Kkely to exceed anything they've l - 
experienced since boyhood." 

Another version of ths com- 
pound (called Muse) will be 
available later this month in pel- 
let form for needle-phobes. 

In addition to these treat- 
ments, there is a vast array of 
hard or semi-hard penile rods 
and implants, some with exter- 
nal bulb-inflators, which may be 
fitted by a plastic surgeon, in 
addition to hand-applied 
pumps, splints and bands. 

But in all this discussion of 
prosthetics and sexual chemistry 
where is the human touch? 
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Already we have a con- ^ 


laroline 


sumer-friendly alpha-1 blocker 
impotence remedy (called Erec- 
nos) which, unlike Caverject and 
Muse, does not induce erection 
in the absence of sexual stim- 
ulation. We're about to see an 
o rally-active compound (Silde- 
nafil) whose trials are showing 
great success. 

But popping a pill is never 
going to be the complete an- 
swer. Men, after all, are only 
half the equation. We already 
know that more than a third of 
the partners of impotent men 
have sexual problems of their 
own. So, despite the problems 
highlighted in this survey, the 
future still looks good for talk' 
ing treatments and Relate; it is 
also looking good for foreplay. 
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Phillip Hodson is a trustee of thety 
Impotence Association, a sex 
therapist and a fellow of the 
British Association for Coun- 
selling. The results of the survey 
wiU be published in full on 28 Jan- 
uary. To contact the Impotence 
Association, write to PO Bax 
10296. London SW17 7ZN. 
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Opening doors on a private drama 


^ Sunn 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 



YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
PAIR OF TICKETS TO ART98 


The Independent and 

Independent on Sunday are sponsoring a Collector's 
Evening at the ART 98 exhibition on Thursday 22nd 
January between 6.30pm and 8.30pm . 


We have 100 tickets which admit two 
people on die night or one person at any other day of 
the fair after Thursday 22nd January. In order to enter 
our competition simply phone the competition number 
printed below answering the following question: 

Which British Artist is famous for 
suspending animals in formaldehyde? 

To enter call competition number: 

0930 563 012 

Calls charged SOp per minute at all times . 

Closing date: Midnight Sunday 18th January. 

Editors decision is finaL 
Normal Newspaper Publishing rules apply. 

ART98 cakes place at the: 

Business Design Centre. Islington Green. London Nl 
for more information call: 0GI 767 4818 

INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


They are two very • 
different women, but they 
share painful personal 
experience of eating 
disorders. Between them 
they provide as 
comprehensive and 
provocative an insight into 
the subject as you are 
likely to get, says Angela 
Neustatter. 


AH the statistics told Pe ggy 
Claude-Pierre that her daugh- 
ter Nikki, skeletal and suicidal, 
would be lucky to live another 
three days. It was at this point 
that she wondered whether she 
had the physical stamina to 
cope: “I think it is lucky 1 didn't 
live in the US, where I could 
have got a handgun-” 

She had already lived 
through a year of her eldest 
daughter Kirsten’s life-threat- 
ening anorexia, had managed 
with 24-hour caring and a con- 
stant countering of the negative 
feelings, self-loathing of her 
body and herself that Kirsten 
bad voiced, to bring ber back to 
health and rationality. Three 
months later she realised that 
Nicole, in her mid-teens, was 
showing signs of an eating dis- 
order. “T began having an un- 
healthy fear about her,” says 
Gaude-Pierre. “I knew intuit- 
ively, although I tried to deny 
it. And Nikki's illness was a 
nightmare, many times worse 
than Kirsten's had been." 

She sits now at a table over- 
looking the rooftops of London, 
recalling the nights she sat on 
the bathroom floor beside her 
daughter Nikkfs bedroom, will- 



inside stories: Peggy Claude-Pierre and Marya Hombacher Photographs: Rui Xavier. Mark Trockman 


ing the icy cold of the stone to 
keep her awake because she 
feared that if she slept and left 
her daughter alone. "hcT life 
could slip away". During Ihe day 
she drove Nikki around as a dis- 
traction, stopping regularly at 
restaurants to say she was 
hungry, then putting scraps of 
food from her plate on to the 
table in the hope that Nikki 
might take them. There was the 
evening they scoured town for 
a banana because Nikki decid- 
ed this was what she wanted, but 
she would only accept an over- 
ripe one. where just a fraction 
of -the fruit was edible. 

Claude-Pierre acknow- 
ledges: "I was held an emotional 
hostage", but something in her 
“knew" that the only way to get 
her daughter through was with 
unconditional approval and 


love. “At the same time, to do 
this I had to detach myself 
emotionally, because she would 
sometimes spit hate and vitriol 
at me.” She stayed with Nicole 
24 hours a day, chatting to her 
by day, sitting by her bed at night 
recalling happy memories - 
anything to prevent the negative 
thoughts that she believes drive 
those with eating disorders ever 
farther and farther into their pri- 
vate despair. 

And it is history ■ now. After 
18 months Nikki was cured, and 
what Gaude-Pierre learnt con- 
vinced her that much of what is 
commonly presumed about eat- 
ing disorders is mistaken or 
superficial. She dismisses the 
idea that the ending of her mar- 
riage, shortly before her daugh- 
ters' illnesses, was a cause. She 
docs not believe coercive treat- 


ments and rigid regimes work, 
and her conviction led to the set- 
ting up of the Monlreux Clinic 
in Canada. This now famous 
place, which has treated hun- 
dreds of people with eating 
disorders, is also the subject of 
Claude-Pierre’s new book. 

Predictably, there have been 
sceptically raised eyebrows at 
her relentless rebuttal of med- 
ical theories. Gaude-Pieree’s 
soft, coaxing voice does not frilly 
disguise a steely, driven quality, 
the thing you imagine made it 
possible for her to stay sane 
through two-and-a-half years of 
her children’s living death. She 
says that in four years of mon- 
itoring patients who complete 
the treatment, there has not 
been one relapse. But she will 
not give figures, and slides 
quickly on to other matters. 


The single hardest thing, 
Claude-Pierre acknowledges, 
was the “mystery” of what went 
on inside the head of an anor- 
exic - and that is precisely what 
Marya Hombacher brings us in 
her book Wasted, the extra- 
ordinary diary of a 23 -year-old 
bulimic who gives us in intimate, 
infinite detail the growth of self- 
loathing and alienation, how her 
parents used her as a football 
in their dreadful marriage, and 
the process of starvation and 
sickness. Hombacher provides 
the missing link in Gaude- 
Pierre’s work, an insight, in 
prose as harshly illuminating as 
neon, of how easily it aD begins: 
"One minute I was your aver- 
age nine-year-old in shorts and 
a T-shirt munching on a bag of 
FriiosL Stuffed full I went to the 
bathroom and made myself 







vomit When I returned every- 
thing was calm and I felt veiy 
dean," ^ 

There followed “ 15 years off - 
binge ing, barfing, starving, 
needles and tubes and terror 
and rage, and medical crises and - - - 

personal failure.” Yet although \- 
it is this very negativism for 
which Claude-Pierre believes 
she has a panacea, you wonder 
whether Hombacher, whose / 
book is underscored with a 
dogged, infantile cry of “wonlt 
...can’t...” would be too grert : ..- 

a challenge. For it is this obdu- ■' '. 
racy, willingness to die rather 
than be treated that makes tht 
medical profession say cure il 
impossible; at best you can 
manage the illness. Hombach- - 

er pins the dilemma neatly > - J : . ^ 
when she says: ‘‘Dying is exeat- ■' % i.' : 

kSHT' 


ing. Eating disorders provide a 
private drama." 

But Hombacher is no longer' 
starving herself to death, al- 
though she absolutely refate*, 
the idea of cure: “Ido not have- 
a happy ending ... I cann ot end : 
it with assurances of my own Tri- 
umph over Adversity.” . 

And although Homhadieris 
doser than Claude-Pierre to the 
cynics who are unconvinced by 
the idea of a softly-softly, love ' 
and comfort cure, the two ' 
women have converged m that 
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bacher, now 23, is at least 
healthy and distanced enough 
to have written ber life story- 

The Secret Language of 
Disorders’ (Doubieday, £ 16.9 9}- 
Wasted' wiU be published fiy 
HarpaCoEnsonbApril, at £12$ 
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Roger Clark 


Roger Albert Claris rally 
driver: bom Nsrborough, 
Leicestershire 5 August 1939; 
MBE 1979; married 1965 
Judith Barr (two sons); died 
Leicester 12 January 1998. 


jll Roger Gark, a legendary char- 
acter in the world of rallying, was 
Britain's most successful driver 
in the 1960s and 1970s. Many 
think him the best of all time. 

Although justly famous for 
twice winning Britain’s RAC In- 
ternational Rally in Ford Escorts 
- in 1972 (with Tbny Mason as 
his co-driver) and in 1976 (with 
Stuan Peg g) -in a glittering ca- 
reer he won 25 other major in- 
ternational rallies, in Britain, 
Europe. Canada, and South 
Africa. For two decades he was 
not only the best of British, but 
was warily respected by rivals all 
over the world. 

Once he was established in 
‘‘works" teams in the mid-1960s, 

, his flamboyant driving and his 
refusal to be overawed by any 
evenL car or rival, changed the 
face of British rallying. Before 
this time British stars, in gen- 
eral, had been well-to-do mo- 
tor traders, not used to loose 
surfaces and aggressive com- 
petition from Scandinavians. 
Clark, by contrast, was young, 
fit, well-balanced and skilful on 
ail surfaces - and not at ail 
impressed by any other driver. 

Not that he ever knew - or 


cared about — the origin of his 
superlative talents, which he 
accepted as there, built-in and 
supreme, to be enjoyed and ex- 
ploited. He often said, at the 
chat shows and interviews he so 
readily gave: “I don't care how 
sideways l am. As long as Tm not 
actually looking out of the back 
window at the lime, I should be 
able to get it all back into line." 

In spon. and in most things 
which ever attracted his atten- 
tion. he usually took the simple 
approach, yet far too many 
people missed the deep thinker 
hidden away behind the affable 
front. Analysts trying to dig 
deeper were airily dismissed, for 
throughout his career Clark 
took a straightforward view of 
what life, and competition mo- 
toring, had to offer. Weight 
training, or any vigorous exer- 
cise, was anathema to him. As 
he Freely admitted: “All the ex- 
ercise I need is to walk down to 
the pub from home" - he was 
certainly more at home close to 
a bar than to a gymnasium. 

Dark was bom just before 
the Second World War in 
Leicestershire, where his father 
ran a small garage business. By 
the late 1950s, when he left 
Hinckley G rammar School with 
five O levels, but with much 
more interest in sport the busi- 
ness had taken on several aew- 
car franchises. With his brother 
Stan, he then joined the fami- 
ly business which would be his 


■ Caroline Bingham 


Caroline Margery Conyers 
Worsdell, historian and 
biographer: bom York 7 
February 1938; Research 
Fellow, Royal Holloway and 
Bedford New College 1985-87; 
married 1958 Andrew 
Bingham (one daughter; 
marriage dissolved 1972); 
died Caterham, Surrey 8 
January 1998. 


Caroline Bingham made her 
name as a historian and biog- 
rapher with an interest in Scot- 
tish history. She never held, or 
wanted to hold, an academic 
post, preferring to retain her in- 
dependence even if it entailed 
1 a measure of financial insecu- 
' rity. Yet, although she wrote for 
the general reader rather than 
the specialist when it came to 
her research and writing, she set 
herself the highest of standards. 

Her first published work, in 
1%8, was The Making of a 
. fang: the early years of James 17 


and /, and she returned to this 
theme 10 years later with a two- 
volume stud}' which covered 
James's rule in En glan d as well 
as Scotland, James 17 of Scot- 
land (1979) andjames I of Eng- 
land (1981). She thereby made 
a significant contribution to 
the re-evaluation of the first Stu- 
art ruler of Great Britain, usu- 
ally (and erroneously) dismissed 
as a windbag and poltroon. 

Other works covered the 
entire spectrum of Scottish his- 
tory, from the earliest times 
down to the Union, but Bing- 
ham also shifted her attention 
south of the border and wrote 
a life of Edward n (The Life and 
Tones of Eduard II. 1973) as well 
as The Crowned Lions (1978), 
which dealt with the early Plan- 
tagenet rulers of England. She 
resisted the temptatioa to add 
yet another biography of Man'. 
Queen of Scots to what is al- 
ready a more than sufficient 
number. In Damley (1995), die 
preferred to bring out of the 


Bell Sunn 


Rell Sunn, surfer: bom 
Makaha, Oahu 1950; married 
Dave Parmenter (one 
daughter); died Makaha 2 
January 1998. 


Rell Sunn was the modem ar- 
chetype of die Hawaiian water- 
woman. She was the female 
answer to Duke Kahananvoku, 
the mother of women's surfing 
in the 20th .centuiy. 

She harked back to an 
ancient Hawaiian tradition, 
exemplified by such semi- 
legendary figures as Hina'ikama- 
lama and Keleawho. in the era 


before European contact, were 
reputed to be better surfers than 
men. When Captain Cook 
sailed into the islands for the 
first time, be noticed that men 
and women were equally adept 
in the field of water sports. The 
19ih-centuiy evangelists soon 
put a stop to all such pagan pur- 
suits. It was Sunn who put 
women back in the water. 

Bom in Makaha on the west 
side of Oahu, of a Chinese- 
Hawaiian family, she learned to 
surf at the age of four and first 
competed at' 1 4. In the absence 
of a women’s category, she 
would surf against men. She was 


sheet anchor for 30 years. Start- 
ing at the bottom, with oily 
bands and a growing knowle dge 
of the workings of the motor 
car. he took up motoisport in 
cars best described as old 
bangers, but then shot to fame 
in British club rallies with a 
BMC Mini Cooper. He forged, 
too, a long-time partnership 
with Jim Porter, who sLayed on 
as his co-driver for 20 years. 
Bizarrely, though. Porter did not 
share in either of his RAC Ral- 
ly wins: he was working for the 
organisers on both events. 

Except for one category suc- 
cess (in a Rover 2000) in the 
1965 Monte Carlo Rally, his ear- 
ly “works" drives were unsuc- 
cessful but after he joined Ford 
(bis first full season being in 
1966). his sheer driving pace, 
and ability, were obvious. 

Clark, Ford and (from 1968) 
the fastest special-engined Ford 
Escorts were inseparable until 
the end of 1 979 and even in the 
1980s (when his factory-backed 
career was over) he would still 
take every opportunity of driving 
one again. When the London- 
Sydney Marathon “retrospec- 
tive". for classic cars, was held 
in the early 1990s, it was the 
Qark/Escort combination which 
set almost every fastest time. 

Throughout the 1970s he 
was a permanent, and much- 
admired, member of the cele- 
brated Ford factory rally team, 
usually driving Escorts, but 


sometimes testing or cam- 
paigning strange models to 
which the bosses bad taken a 
fancy. Sometimes his chances of 
success - in a Zodiac (in East- 
ern Europe) or a Capri (in the 
Tour of Britain) - were re- 
mote, but he never complained: 
“It’s always exciting, and I'm 
getting paid to go mad in some- 
one else's car. It beats working!" 

His best was always wondrous 
to watch, on any surface, but he 
was at his most spectacular on 
loose surfaces, where he could 
use the Escort's finely balanced 
handling to get the car sliding 
sideways, and able to “dance" 
to his command. No other 
British driver could match these 
skills, for when in bis prime 
Clark was the equal of world- 
class Scandinavians like Hannn 
Mikkola and Bjom WaJdegard. 
Not for nothing was his best- 
selling 1976 autobiography 
(which I helped him to write) 
entitled Sideways . . . to Victory. 

When not rallying, which was 
rarely, he helped run the ex- 
panding family businesses in the 
Leicester area, and opened 
Roger Clark Cars in Narbor- 
ough in the 1970s. Hit hard by 
the collapse of the economy in 
1990, these had to close down, 
but in his final years, even 
though in precarious health, he 
set up Roger Clark Motor 
Sport, which prepared cars for 
others to use in rallying. 

- Graham Robson 



Bingham: Scottish histories 

shadows Marys husband Lord 
Damley. a distinctly unattrac- 
tive character, but one who. by 
virtue of his birth and marriage, 
was a person of consequence. 

She was bom Caroline Wors- 
dell, in 1938. From a Quaker 
family, sbe later converted to 
Roman Catholicism. One of 
the factors which impelled her 
to take this step was the desire 
to get back behind the Refor- 


formative in the creation of a 
parallel women’s circuit and 
helped establish the Women's 
Professional Surfing Association 
in 1 975, in which she was briefly 
ranked world No 1 . She became 
Hawaii’s first female lifeguard 
and learnt to put up with some 
of the men sbe rescued running 
away in shock and humiliation 
at being saved by a woman. 

But beyond her iconic status 
among surfing women - which 
earned her a place in the Surf- 
ing Whik of Fame in Hunting- 
ton Beach. California - she 
also figured significantly in the 
Hawaiian cultural renaissance 


mation and rejoin the historic 
Church. Sbe was deeply at- 
tached to the Latin mass, which 
had its roots in the earliest 
centuries of Christianity, and 
felt betrayed when the mod- 
ernisers turned their backs on 
the past and substituted ver- 
nacular versions locking in both 
dignity and the authenticity 
which lime alone can confer. 

She was educated at Chel- 
tenham Ladies' College and 
Bristol University- where she 
look an honours degree in His- 
tory. Caroline Bingham de- 
rived great benefit, as well as 
enjoyment, from her under- 
graduate studies, and was there- 
fore delighted to be asked in 
later years to write the centenary 
history of a pioneer instil ulion 
in the field of women's educa- 
tion. the History of Roval Hol- 
loway College 1886-1986 ( 1987 ). 
She was. enchanted by this ebul- 
lient late -Victorian version of 
the Chateau de Chambord. 
crowning the heights above 



Professor 
C. J. F. Dowsett 


Clark: 'I don't care how sideways I am* 


Egham in Surrey, and much ap- 
preciated the award of a Jubilee 
Fellowship by the college in 
1 985. This gave her easy access 
to the archives as well as to stu- 
dents and staff, with whom she 
had warm and friendly relations. 

The biography of Damley 
was Bingham’s last published 
work and further cemented her 
reputation. By the time she fin- 
ished it, she was suffering from 
renewed attacks of the cancer 
which eventually killed her. but 
she showed a determination 
worthy of her Quaker ancestors 
by completing a life of Robert 
the Bruce which will be a wor- 
thy memorial. She also, in her 
Iasi months, achieved another 
ambition, that of reading the 
whole of Proust before she died. 

Caroline Bingham never 
thrust herself forward and was 
inclined to underrate her abili- 
ties. Yet an innate shyness did 
not prevent her from winning the 
love and admiration of a wide 
circle of friends, for she was not 


only a woman of striking beau- 
ty and elegance but had an un- 
affected charm and sweetness of 
nature. Although she spent the 
greater part of her life in Lon- 
don. and relished visits to the- 
atres, galleries and restaurants, 
she had a genuine love for the 
countryside. She also had a soft 
spot for animals, especially dogs. 

Although sbe was caught 
up. as we all are. in secular af- 
fairs and the straggle to earn a 
living, sbe never lost sight of the 
spiritual realities behind the ma- 
terial world. In a lecture in 1986 
on Thomas Holloway, the 
founder of the college which 
bears bis name, she stressed 
that whatever the appearances. 

he did not “lay waste his powers’* and 
did not suffer from the atrophy of 
imagination and lass of ability to see 
visions which Wordsworth lamented 
as the cost of constant attention to 
mundane mailers. 

Bingham could have been writ- 
ing about herself. It is a most 
appropriate epitaph. 

- Roger Lockyer 


of the last few decades. She 
crewed in the Hokule'a . the tra- 
ditional double-hulled canoe 
that mirrored the migratory 
path of the vessels that brought 
the first Polynesians it' Hawaii 
a millennium or so ago. And she 
developed a project enabling 
under-privileged children to 
sail around the islands and 
thereby acquire a sense of their 
Hawaiian identity. She also ran 
an annual Menehune (little 
people J Surf Meet and had the 
charisma and the persuasiveness 
to set up sponsorships for up- 
and-coming young Hawaiian's. 

She not only !■ wed her sport. 


but was gifted in communicat- 
ing her passion to others, work- 
ing as a surf reporter on KCCN 
radio and lyrically hymning the 
old wooden longboard in a 
Channel 4 dt «cu memary. Hoik- 
ing on lii/rer. She put up a brave 
fight against cancer for J4vears, 
always maintaining that surfing 
was the best therapy. When she 
lost all her hair through chem- 
otherapy. she wore a swimming 
cap on her first day back in the 
water, but felt deeply embar- 
rassed in this most style-conscious 
ol milieux. The next day the 
whole Makaha crew were 
wearing swimming caps too. 


Brian Kcauiana. a fellow 
lifeguard and now movie stunt- 
man. said of her, “Rell was the 
greatest in surfing, swimming, 
sailing, spearfishing - but more 
than that, she was the embod- 
iment of the aloha spirit." 

Her ashes will be scattered 
tomorrow out on the lineup at 
her favourite break in Makaha. 
Sunn had expressed the wish 
that at her fijneral mourners 
should not speak of her as 
passing on to a better place. 
“There's no better place than 
Makaha," she said. "This is 
heaven on earth."’ 

- Andy Martin 


Charles James Frank Dowsett 
(Charles Downing), Armenian 
scholar: bom London 2 
January 1924; Lecturer in 
Armenian, School of Oriental 
and African Stucfies, London 
1954-45, Reader 1965; 

Caiouste Guibenkian 
Professor of Armenian 
Studies, Oxford University 
1965-91 (Emeritus); Fellow, 
Pembroke College, Oxford 
1965-91 (Emeritus); FBA 1977; 
married 1949 Friedel Lapuner 
(died 1984); died Oxford 8 
January 1998, 


C. J. F. Dowsett was not only fbr 
26 years Caiouste Guibenkian 
Professor of Armenian Studies 
at Oxford University but also, 
as “Charles Downing", the chil- 
dren's author of the delightful- 
ly retold Tales of the Hodja 
(1964, illustrated by the Greek 
cartoonist Papas) and the col- 
lections Russian Tales and Leg- 
ends (1956) and Armenian 
Folktales and Fables (1972). 

He was a man of exception- 
al ability and versatility. His 
total lack of pretension, his 
ever-youlhful sense of enquiry 
and his playful delight in the 
quirks of language meant, how- 
ever, that one was never over- 
whelmed by his immense 
learning and extraordinarily 
wide range of reading. It is not 
surprising that he had a won- 
derful rapport with children. 

At Peierhouse, Cambridge, 
from 1947 to 1950, Dowsett 
changed to Comparative Philol- 
ogy for Part n of the Tripos after 
reading Russian and German 
for Part I. This happily brought 
him into contact with Professor 
(later Sir) Harold Bailey, who 
first introduced him to Ar- 
menian. Bailey, who was a 
scholar with a phenomenal 
knowledge of Indo-European 
(and many other) languages, 
was to remain a lifelong friend, 
and in honour of his 90th 
birthday in 1989 Dowsett pre- 
sented him with an Armenian 
ode, composed and beautifully 
illuminated by himself. 

After a period of further 
study in Paris, where he gained 
diplomas in both Armenian 
and Georgian, he was appoint- 
ed in 1954 to a new Lectureship 
in Armenian at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, 
London University. This was the 
only post in the subject in 
Britain: so. when the Caiouste 
Guibenkian Chair of Armenian 
Studies was established in Ox- 
ford in 1965. Dowsett was the 
obvious candidate. 

At Oxford, where the Chair 
is associated with a Fellowship 
at Pembroke College. Dowsett 
had a small but steady stream 
of students, mostly graduates, 
many of whom are now distin- 
guished scholars teaching in 
universities in both Europe and 
North America. His graduate 
classes were not exactly con- 
ventional, and might well have 
nonplussed today’s Teaching 
Quality Assessors. Barely would 
a line or two of text have been 
read before some etymological 
puzzle would emerge, and then 
each member of the class would 
be directed to a different dic- 
tionary in the subsequent chase 
for cognates. 

The dictionaries might be of 
anything from Old Irish to Al- 
banian - all were conveniently 
present on his crowded book- 
shelves. Romany etymologies 
were a particular favourite. At 
the end of the class, although 


there might have been no great 
progress in reading the Ar- 
menian text of the day, one nev- 
ertheless went away with one's 
intellectual horizons not a little 
broadened, and with an exhil- 
arating sense of excitement. 

Dowsett had a gift foi in- 
spiring his students, and this is 
the essential quality which 
makes fora real teacher. Some 
students, of course, anxious just 
to comp lete a text in a minimum 
of time, found this method of 
teaching frustrating, but those 
whopeisevered soon discovered 
the experience to be both 
enriching and unforgettable. 

Students were privileged to 
enjoy the wonderful warmth and 
hospitality of his home, where 
Friedel (n«Je Lapuner). whom 
he married in 1949, would pro- 
vide for them memorable 
meals. After her premature 
death in 1984, this tradition of 
hospitality was in due course re- 
vived, in her own distinctive 
style, by Ani Kupper, especial- 
ly after Dowsett was compelled, 
by increasing immobility in one 
leg, to teach at home. 

His earlier academic publi- 
cations include an annotated 
translation of Movses Daskhu- 
rantsi’s History of the Caucasian 
.Albanians ( 1%1) and an edition 
and translation of the 12th- 
centuiy Penitential of Da\id of 
Gandzak (1961). Subsequently 
he collaborated with John Car- 
swell in the publication of the 
Kuiahya Armenian TDes (glazed 
tiles in the Armenian CathedraL 
Jerusalem), Dowsett being re- 
sponsible for the volume dealing 
with the Armenian inscriptions, 
The Inscribed Tiles ( 1 972 J. 

But bis magnum opus, which 
fortunately saw publication 
some six months before his 
death, was a major study of the 
multilingual poet Sayat Nova 
( Savat ' Nova : an 18th-century 
troubadour, 1997). Dowseit's 
wide range of linguistic abilities, 
combined with his deep love of 
poetry and music made him the 
ideal person to write on this 
poet, who composed with equal 
facility in Armenian. Georgian. 
.Azeri and Russian. 

Inspired, perhaps, by Sayat 


Dowsett: inspiring 

Nova's example. Charles Dow- 
sett would, especially in his lat- 
er years, every now and then 
send his friends a sheaf of his 
own multilingual poems, 
proverbs or limericks; written in 
an even wider range of lan- 
guages, these were often illus- 
trated. or even set to music, by 
himself. He was particularly 
proud lhat the Times had once 
published a poem of his written 
in Lithuanian, which he had 
composed in honour of some 
sporting event with Lithuanian 
participants. 

His next projected book 
was to have been a study of 
Lithuanian wedding songs. 

- Sebastian Brock 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

MATHESOftfc Jean Ceoety Mary, an 

■ 14 January 1998 , widow of Patrick 
Hucta Marheson and formerly Ian 
Keith Matbeson. Funeral ui St John's 
Qu i tc h, Perfetfioype, at 230 pm on 
Monday t 9 . January 1998 . 

Announcements for Gazette BUtniS, 

MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
. Adoptions, M ar r ia ges. Deaths, Memo- 
ntal service*. Vfedt&ng anmverearf**. in 
‘‘ ta rtort a ni) should be gent in wr i t ing 
:o the Gazette Editor. The Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square, Canary Whar^ 

■ London EI4 SDL, telephoned to 0171- 
KJ 2012 (Uiiour answering machine 
H7I-293 20tf)or(axed to 0171-293 201 0 . 

■ md are charged at £650 a fine (VAT 
nctra). OTHER Gazette aMMunee- 
nents (no ti ces, functions. Forth com- 
ng marriages, Marriage*) must 
abnritted in writing (or faced}' andw® 
frugedat OO a fine. VAT extra. They 

' houfd be accompanied bp a daytime 
otophone number. 

T» OBITUARIES wmD address is 
ibituaries@independent.eo.titt. The 
ndependenz's main switchboard num- 
<er is OtTi-293 2000. 


■hanging of the Guard 

' he HuuwbuU Caialn Mutinied Rromeni 
■raipih |ht Queen's Life Guard 

lam 


Birthdays 

Mr Colin Banks, graphic designer. b6: 
Sir AJastarr Blair, former Writer io 
the Signet. 90; Air Marshal Sir 
Robert" Craven, Si Sir Robin Dumi, 
former Lord Justice of Appeal- SO; 
Professor John Eoderby, physicist, 67; 
Professor Roy Foster. Professor of 
Irish History, Oxford lloiversity. -*9: 
The Right Rev Michael Henley. 
Bishop of St Andrews, Dunketd and 
Dunblane. 60; Professor Sir Peter 
Hirsch. metallurgist. 73; Professor 
Elaine Murphy, psychoguriaiiKian, 
s]- Mr Richard Ormond. Director. 
National Maritime Museum. 59; 
Miss Nadine Peppard, race rela- 
tions consultant. 7tx Mr Keith Sback- 
Icion. artist and naturalist. 75; 
Professor Sir Frederick Stewart, ge- 
ologist, 82; Lord Thomson or Mom- 
Geth, former chairman of the IB A 
77; Mr Cliff Tborbum, snooker play- 
er *'0; Miss Christine Truman, ten- 
nis player, 57; Lady (Marina I Vairey. 
an critic. 6ft Professor Sir William 
Wade OC. former Master, Gonvflle 
and Cahis, Cambridge. 80; Mr James 
Yfetson, chairman. Watson & Philip 
pic. 63; Mr Michael White, theatre 
and liirr producer. 62 

Anniversaries 

Births: Frangois-Joseph Talma, ac- 
tor-manager. 1 763; Andre Michclm. 
roe maker, 1853: Ethel Merman 
(Zimmerman), singer and actress. 
1909. Deaths: Edmund SpenscT, 
poet. 1599; Carole Lombard, actress, 
lolled in an air crash 1942 Arturo 


Toscanini, conductor. 1957: Robert 
Jemison Van de GraafL nuclear 
pbvsidsi, 1967. On this day: Ivan the 
Terrible, first Russian Tsar, uas 
owned. 1547; the British expedition 
Jed by Ernest ShackJeton readied the 
South Magnetic Pole. 1909: in the 
United States, the ISlb .Amendment 
was ratified, which prohibited the sale 
of alcoholic beverages. I&Zft the Gulf 
war started with the launch of Op- 
eration Storm, when allied air attacks 
were made on Iraq and occupied 
Kuwait, 1991. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Berard and Others. St Furscy. 
St Henry of Coded. Si Hon oral us of 
Arles, St Marcell us I. pope and St 
Priscilla. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith. 
“Counauld Loans \iy. Manet. The 
Seine oi Aigenteuir . 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Christine Riding. “Rococo and Chi- 
noise lie". 2-30pm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services- to be- 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the fallowing. Sabbath 
begins in London at ■J.ljTpm. 

United Synagogue*: M*-™ 1 
Federation of Synagogue* 0181-20? 
ysfci Union of liberal and Progressive 
Synagogues: 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
47M . Spanish and Ptefcgueve }**% C«v 
zreeatiorw W7J -2B9 2573. New London 
i^^ue(Materri):Ol7r-328 1026. 


LAW REPORT: 16 January 1998 

Home Secretary could revoke leave to remain in UK 


A grant of Indefinite leave to 
remain in the United 
Kingdom under section 4(1) 
of the Immigration Act 1971 
had to be “given” in writing 
to the person affected, and 
could accordingly be 
cancelled or revoked until it 
had been communicated. 
Safiq . S-.-rr' ir, ■-•: Cut* th* 
Hc-rrK- C-.'p Cc-Lf-r ■> 

%L>-3 lutfK-i Lord 
[ustiie roc* -. -.Vali-er j-.o Mr ju.uc' 
Harrr^n, C I.T-jar. I"’"? 


The Court of Appeal dismissal 
the appeal of Rohina Rafiq ag- 
ainst the decision of the Immi- 
gration Appeal Tribunal, which 
had reversed an Adjudicators 
decision i* » allnw her appeal 
a eamst a deportation order. 

The appellant, a Pakistani 
citizen, had applied for indef- 
inite leave to remain as a 


spouse. In May 1993 her pass- 
port was endorsed with a stamp 
signifying the grant of indefinite 
leave to remain, but the pass- 
port was not returned to her. In 
June 1993 the appellanl and 
her husband separated, and in 
.April 19*44 the Home Secretary 
relumed her passport, with 
the stamp granting indefinite 
leu\ c to remain deleted as 
“endorsed in error". .An ac- 
companying letter notified her 
•if the refusal of her application 
■ in i he ground that her mar- 
riage was no longer subsisting. 
tun Mui-l\fuU C*C tindSuntu Gill 
ill dtiil Sillin’ & Kharbdnda. 
Si •niliiiH i for die j ppdlant: Push- 
[niiJrr Saint t Trtijyury St’iicihfl for 
tlw lhnt' V. renin 

Lord justice Hirst said that 
ihe Adjudicator who had al- 
lowed the appellants appeal 


against the deportation order 
had held that the original en- 
dorsement in her passport was 
sufficient to satisfy the re- 
quirement in section 4(1 ) of the 
Immigration Act J971 that the 
Home Secretary’s power to 
give or vaiy leave to remain in 
the United Kingdom should be 
exercised by notice in writing 
given to the person affected, 
and that, in the absence of de- 
ception, that decision could not 
be revoked. He had also held 
that ii was unreasonable for the 
Home Secretary to have re- 
tained the appellant's pass- 
port for almost a year, and that 
it was the function of the judi- 
ciary to protect the individual 
from the "unfettered power 
of ihe executive” to hold a 
person’s passport indefinitely. 

It had been submitted for 
the appellant that the stamp- 


ing of the passport was the dear- 
est possible evidence of a deci- 
sion to grant indefinite leave to 
remain and of the actual gram 
of leave, which was irrevocable, 
and that all that was missing was 
the posting or handing over of 
the passport to its owner. 

On behalf of the Home 
Secretary it had been submit- 
ted that the fallacy in that ar- 
gument was that it accorded no 
weight to the word “given" in 
section 4(1). and that the 
process of exercising the pow- 
er to grant leave was not com- 
plete until the derision had 
actually been communicated. 

Minton v Secretary of Slate 
for the Home Department 
[1990] Imm LR 199 was au- 
thority for the proposition lhat 
the stamp in the passport was 
the manner in which the 
decision-making process was 


exercised, but the ratio of the 
case was that an illegible stamp 
granting limited leave to re- 
main did not constitute notice 
of the decision because it failed 
to communicate the duration 
of the leave granted. 

For those reasons the ap- 
peal would be dismissed, but 
the case could not be left with- 
out the expression of consid- 
erable disquiet concerning the 
11 -month period during which 
the appellant's passport had 
been retained. There might 
have been grounds for a suc- 
cessful application for judicial 
review had such a case been 
mounted. Whilst the view of 
the Adjudicator in that context 
was understandable, it had 
not, however, been within his 
jurisdiction to set matters right 
on that ground. 

— Kate O'Hanlon, Barrister 
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The message from Dudley? Mr Blair still doesn’t know what happens next 
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As is so often the case, it was Paddy Ash- 
down who “won" this week's three-way tus- 
sle at Prime Minister's Question Time in 
the House of Commons. He commented 
that listening to Tony Blair and William 
Hague’s exchanges on welfare reform was 
“rather like watching a lost edition of Call 
My Bluff \ This was a strikingly apt anal- 
ogy. because much of the confusion en- 
gendered by the fuss over welfare reform 
is to do with definitions. The late Frank 
Muir might have defined welfare as a me- 
dieval payment for drawing water. Today's 
contestants have two other, rival, defini- 
tions lurking at the back of their minds. 
There is welfare as in state, cradle to grave. 
British and a Good Thing, albeit somewhat 
old-fashioned. And there is welfare as in 
dependency, scroungers, American and a 
thoroughly Bad Thing. 

It is too late to bemoan the Ameri- 
canisation of this part of our language. 
Labour won the election on a platform 
which relied heavily □□ using the word wel- 
fare in this newer, transatlantic sense. One 


central promise was to get people "off wel- 
fare anil into work", a costed programme 
giving four specific options 10 a defined 
group of the unemployed. .Another cen- 
tral promise was 10 ‘‘reform the welfare 
state", the objectives of which were, by con- 
trast, entirely hazy. The only thing that was 
certain about this pledge was that it 
would not add to public spending - indeed, 
it would provide the framework within 
which spending on .social security bene- 
fits would decline, as public investment in 
education increased. 

Polly Toynbee pointed out in our pages 
yesterday that this was a dangerous 
promise, because it raised expectations on 
the right and fears on the left of big cuts 
in the social security budget which were 
unlikely to materialise. She is right: it is 
dangerous. That is why Mr Blair was back 
on the road again last night, in Dudley 
town hail, unfashionable heart of the real 
Britain which elected him. But we should 
applaud rather than criticise him for tak- 
ing this particular risk. The welfare state 


does indeed need a radical overhaul It may 
be that this will not have a dramatic ef- 
fect on the total budget, but the assump- 
lions underlying state benefits and 
peoples perceptions of them do desper- 
ately need to be shaken up and tested. 

What is worrying is the half-baked and 
piecemeal way in which the Prime Min- 
ister has drifted into the “national debate" 
which he sought to launch last nighL He 
gives every' impression of having only the 
vaguest idea of the desirable end point of 
welfare reform. And the truth is that the 
debate launched itself without waiting for 
the synchronised spinners, and was 
launched by high-pitched controversy 
over precisely the wrong issues. Cutting 
lone parent benefit might conceivably have 
been a logical part of the later stages of 
reform, but it was only counter-produc- 
tive and limiting to allow that furore to 
dominate the start of the process. 

Likewise, it was misguided to try to in- 
troduce the concept of an "affluence 
test" last weekend - a test which, inci- 


dentally, the cut in lone parent benefit 
would fail, and which confuses rather than 
clarifies the issues. It is well known that 
Frank Field, the John the Baptist of 
Blairite welfare reform, has always op- 
posed means testing. His words were pre- 
dictably thrown by the Conservatives at the 
Prims Minister on Wednesday. “Means 
tests penalise work, tax savings, and place 
a penalty on honesty.'’ 

To which the right response would have 
been: Yes they do, but there will always 
be a tension in the system between help 
for those in need and incentives for peo- 
ple to help themselves. The trick is to get 
the balance right, and at the moment the 
system is too much tilted towards putting 
people on benefit and keeping them 
there. Hence Mr Blair's sharp distinction 
last night between those who can work, 
who should, and those who cannot, who 
should be treated compassionately- with- 
in existing resources of course. 

That is right; and if there is a pot of 
gold in welfare reform it must lie within 


the £20bn paid each year in (liability beiT 
efits. Sure, some categoriesofpec^tewho 
should have beat getting were 

not getting help and norw arspitt Ajgx-r 
fold increase in sickness aodw&aiiitjp It 
does not inspire cottfidence-Bpo Labour 
has only just discovered this - 

The big question, though, rsrwiwji Nfr 
Blair was speaking in Dudley bust mgjht? 
Whs it the breaker of the trade UtiSon Mock 
vote who knew precisely what he wanted 
but did not to spell it out for fear of 
provoking opposition? Or was it .the 
Clause IV seat-of-pants-flier, who tore up 
the old socialist aired without the slight- 
est idea of the form of words windh would 
replace it? ' ....... 

The last time be was in Dudley lie was 
a salesman without a product, se l ti n g a ne w 
Cl any IV that bad not been written: That 
came right in the end, but this is bigger, 
more complicated and affects people's fives 
directly. We applaud Mr Blair's decision, 
at last, to lead. But we are not at all dear 
where he is heading. 
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Battle for Bart’s 


Sin In his report on the future 
of London’s hospitals (“Bart's 
may still dose", 15 January). Je- 
remy Laurence rightly draws at- 
tention to the inexcusable delay 
by the Government in publish- 
ing the recommends dons of the 
London Strategic Review. The 
report by the independent pan- 
el was submitted to ministers in 
early November, and the un- 
certainty surrounding the future 
of world-dass teaching hospitals 
such as Bart's and Guy's must 
come to an end. for the sake of 
patients and NHS staff. 

If the review panel has not 
made any specific recommen- 
dations on whether Bart's 
should close or whether Guy’s 
accident and emergency de- 
partment should stay open, 
then ministers must make their 
own decisions in the light of the 
abundance of evidence available 
to them. This is a government 
that prides itself on its ability to 
make hard choices, and it is time 
to stop sitting on the fence. 
SIMON HUGHES MP 
(Southwark North and 
Bermondsey. Lib Dem) 

House of Commons 


Sin Jeremy Laurence reports 
that the consultant staff of the 
Royal Hospitals NHS Trust 
voted, in a ballot before Christ- 
mas, in favour of merging the 
mist's five hospitals at a single 
site, at the Royal London Hos- 
pital in Whitechapel. 

That ballot was organised by 
the council of which I am chair- 
man. It produced a substantial 
majority in favour of the single- 
site option, but only if it is of suf- 
ficient scale to support the 
current and predicted secondary 
and tertiary clinical workload. 
The definition of scale is where 
ibe debate hinges: it is not sim- 
ply about the number of sites. 
Dr JOHN P MONSON 
Chairman. Joint Medical 
Council, Royal Hospitals Trust 
St Bartholomew's Hospital 
London EC l 



Rewards of quitting 


Sin Your report (14 January) on 
the risks that remain after 
smokers quit should have made 
it clear that the risks if they 
don't quit are very much bigger. 

Although about half of all 
persistent smokers eventually 
get killed by their habit, stop- 
ping smoking works - smokers 
who stop before they have in- 
curable cancer, or some other 
serious disease, do avoid most 
of their risk of eventually be- A. 
ing killed by tobacco. ^ 

In the first decade of the new 
millennium there will be about 
a milli on British deaths from 
smoking, and the only way to cut 
that number substantially isfor 
lots of adult smokers to decide 
that for them the benefits of 
stopping are worth the effort. 
Professor RICHARD PETO 
Nuffield Department of 
Clinical Medicine 
University of Oxford ■ 


Cornwall too 


Sir: The recent vote of the con- 
sultant staff at the Royal Hos- 
pitals NHS Trust's Gve sites 
(Bart's, Royal London. Mile 
End, London Chest and Queen 
Elizabeth Children's Hospitals), 
supported a single-site option 
only if clinical facilities and bed 
numbers were sufficient to sup- 
port current and expected future 
levels of clinical activity. 

This activity is understood by 
many of us to be far greater than 
that which can be achieved in 
a hospital of the proposed size 


incorporating 1200-1300 beds at 
Whitechapel. Not only is Lon- 
don now no longer over-bedded, 
but indeed may be subject to se- 
vere bed shortages, particular- 
ly in areas of veiy heavy demand 
such as the East End. 

The Trust's consultants fur- 
ther voted that were adequate fa- 
cilities not available in the 
planned rebuild, then consider- 
ation should be given to the orig- 
inal two-site option, maintaining 
St Bartholomew's Hospital. 

Only with the continuation 
of clinical activity at this hospi- 
tal, which is currently thriving, 
wil] we have the resources and 
flexibility to provide first-rate 
health care to our local popu- 
lation. This will also allow us to 
maintain our excellence as a na- 
tional and international centre. 
Professor ASHLEY 
GROSSMAN 
Chairman 

Dt DUNCAN DYMOND 
Dr JANE ANDERSON 
Deputy Chairmen 
Medical Council of 
St Bartholomew's Hospital 


Teachers were right 


Sin When the National Cur- 
riculum was introduced teach- 
ers were given an impossible 
task. When they complained 
they were denigrated by the 
politicians who invented a form 
of political police called the 
Office for Standards in Edu- 
cation to force schools and 
teachers into compliance. 
Teachers were condemned as 
inefficient, lazy and un-coop- 
erativc, and schools were 
named and shamed. Mr Blun- 
kett has now admitted that the 
National Curriculum was over- 
burdened, misdirected and is in 
need of urgent change to make 
it manageable and effective 
(“Blunkett gives schools more 
time for three Rs", 14 January). 
Perhaps an apology is in order. 
PETER COLEMAN 
Headteacher 
Goodrich Primary School 
London SE22 


dren to read is that they spend 
all their time at home watching 
television. Forget cannabis, to- 
bacco. alcohol, lead in petrol. 
Television is the drug which has 
rotted all our minds. Education 


cannot compete. 
JOHN CAMPBELL 
London Wll 


Pavement cyclists 


Sin The reason schools need to 
spend more time Leaching chit - 


Sir While pavement cycling can 
present hazards to pedestrians, 
there are no reliable statistics to 
prove that it is as dangerous as 
is claimed. The figures cited in 
your article “£20 fines for 'Lycra 
louts’ who pedal on pavement" 
(14 January) do not indicate 
where the collisions took place, 
or which party was at fault. 

All the figures can tell us is 
that bikes pose less of a threat 
to pedestrians than cars do, as 
in the same period there were 
more than 35,000 reported col- 
lisions between cars and pedes- 
trians. 

DANIEL JOHNSON 
London W1 


Sir: As the recent recipient of 
a nine-stitch bead-wound 
caused by a pedestrian lurching 
into the road in front of me 
without looking, I wonder 
whether you are able to redress 
the balance by quoting figures 
for cyclists killed or hurl by 
pedestrians. The level of dan- 
ger on the roads we cyclists 
choose daily to face makes us 
more “Lycra loonies" than 
“Lycra Louts". 1 fear. 

PETER JEFFRIES 
Chartham, Kent 


cle lanes; drivers who turn left 
without indicating, running the 
risk of knocking riders off their 
bikes; pedestrians with a death 
wish who walk out in front of 
cyclists without looking. 

We all have to co-exist on 
the roads, and more people will 
be encouraged on to their bikes 
if they can be confident that 
motorists and pedestrians are 
more bicycle-aware. 

CAROL RAWLINGS 
NATHALIE SCHORBON 
London N1 


Sin As cycling commuters and 
car-owners we welcome reports 
that the Government is consid- 
ering fines for cyclists who ride 
on the pavement. We would also 
welcome fines for cyclists who 
ride at night without lights. 
Cyclists should he responsible 
road-users and we are increas- 
ingly angry with that small 
groups of riders whose antics give 

the vast majority a bad name. 

However, we would wel- 
come news of fines for others 
too: motorists who park in cy- 


Lort don’s choice 


Sir. The election of a mayor for 
London is of interest to more 
than just Londoners. Such a 
momentous, and expensive, 
decision should not be rushed. 
In requiring the referendum to 
be delayed until eight weeks af- 
ter publication of the legislation 
proposing it, the House of 
Lords have not indulged in an 
“anti-democratic vote" nor 
have they denied Londoners 
the chance to make a choice 


(report, 14 January). On the 
contrary, they have upheld the 
democratic process by insisting 
that voters be allowed time for 
informed discussion. 

Why is the Government so 
anxious to rush to this vote in 
May when it has so many more 
urgent priorities: health, edu- 
cation, welfare? If the Lords 
vote is truly attributable to a 
“handful of unelected, heredi- 
tary peers", as John Prescott 
says, then they seem to be more 
mindful of the democratic 
process than elected ministers. 
DEBORAH TO MPfONSON 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 


Sin TheBritish-kisb initiative on 
Northern Ireland indudes the 
proposal to'set up “an inter-gov- 
ernmental council to deal with 
the totality of relationships, to in- 
clude representatives of the, ^ 
British and Irish governments, w - 
the Northern Ireland adminis- 
tration and the devolved insti- 
tutions in Scotland and \Mdes". 

A “Council of the Isles” is 
a good idea as far as it goes. 
However, the proposed mem- 
bership cannot represent a “to- 
tality of relationships”. The 
troubles in Northern Ireland af- 
fect the whole of Ireland and 
the British Isles. On a purely 
economic leveL we are all pay- 
ing the cost of civil unrest. 

Let the Government admit 
that these islands are a patchwork 
of nations, sovereignties and 
cultures. A Council of the Wes 
must be open to all the Celtic na- 
tions in these isles. Cornwall and 
the Isle of Man need to have 2 ^ 
place along with the rest 
PAUL A R DUNBAR 
Press Officer, Mcbyon Kemow 
Liskeard, Cornwall 


Age of the clones 


Above the smog 




Sin In the debate on human 
doning (report, 12 January), we 
never hear about one veiy im- 
portant matter a done is not 
the same age as its source. The 
baby is indeed genetically iden- 
tical. but will grow up in a dif- 
ferent world 
JOHN BEATTIE 
Glasgow 


Sir Tony Blair is supposed to 
be able to read the mood of the 
country, yet on the same day 
that the report on air pollution 
is made public (14 January) 
read that he is planning 
to Washington on Concorde^ 
the least environmental? 
friendly aeroplane.- 
V NELSON 
Bristol 
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The trouble with newspapers is there’s no news. It’s all opinion and, er, columnists . . . 
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MILES 

KINGTON 


Today I am bringing you a bit 
more of the extraordinary case 
in the High Court in which a 
newspaper reader is taking his 
own favourite paper to court. 
George BR Higgs claims that 
the Daily Post is no longer a 
newspaper in the real sense of 
the word and should not be al- 
lowed to call itself such. 

Higgs has just taken the wit- 
ness stand. 


Counsel: Now, Mr Higgs, you 
have been reading the Daily Post 
for how long? 

Higgs: About 20 years. 
Counsel: Have you noticed any 
changes in the Daily Post over 
those years? 

Higgs: Yes. It has acquired a 
Property section, a Motoring 
section, a Jobs section, a Media 


section, an Appointments sec- 
tion, a Travel section, a Holiday 
section, an Education section, 
a Gardening section ... 
Counsel: Just a moment, just a 
moment. What is the difference 
between a Jobs section and an 
Appointments section? They 
sound the same to me. 

Higgs: Oh, they are, but one is 
downmarket and one is up- 
market Hie same with overseas 
sections; Holiday is downmar- 
ket and Travel is upmarket. 
Cars is down. Motoring is up- 
market ... 

Judge: Up which market? 
Counsel: The marketplace of 
public tasLe. m'lud. 

Judge: Ah. Has the public got 
any taste? 

Counsel* No, my Lord. 

Judge: I see. Cany on, and try 


to make it easier 10 under- 
stand. 

Counsel: Now, all these sections 
which have sprouted in the 
Daily Past over the years, what 
do you do with them? 

Higgs: I throw them away. 
Counsel: Why cannot you use 
them for drawer-lining or fire- 
lighting? 

Higgs: I cannot line drawers or 
light fires as fast as the Daily fast 
can produce sections. 

Counsel: Hmm ... So what do 
you have left when you have 
thrown away the other sec- 
tions? The news, surely"? 
Higgs: This used to be true. But 
there is no longer any news In 
the paper. 

Counsel: What do you find 
instead? 

Hig> 5 ; Columns of opinion. 


Columns of commentaiy. Let- 
ters from readers. Obituaries. 
Reports of sports events. 
Counsel: Surely sports reports 
are news items? 

Higgs: Occasionally. But most 
sports items are merely specu- 
lation about the future. “Eng- 
land have good chance in Wfcst 
Indies”. “Ian Wright doubtful 
for big match”. “‘We can do iL’ 
says Sere." It’s not news. It’s use- 
less gazing into a clouded crys- 
tal ball. The main so-called 
news pages are the same. Blair 
pledges himself to reform. 
Dome is fine, says Mandelson. 
Hague accuses government of 
backsliding. Ail those things 
arc reports of what people have 
said, not of things that have hap- 
pened. It is very rare to find 
news even in a good paper. That 


is why I think newspapers 
should not be allowed to call 
themselves newspapers. 
Counsel: All papers? Or just the 
Daily Past? 

H i gg s: Daily Post first. Rest 
later. 

Judge: Mr Higgs ... 

Higgs: Yes, m’lud? 

Judge: I have been listening to 
this case with some attention, 
which is not a boast I often 
make, and an interesting ques- 
tion occurs to me. If this case 
ends in judgment for you 
against the Post, do you think it 
will be reported in the Post ? 
Higgs: No, my Lord. But I 
think it will be widely reported 
elsewhere. 

Judge: The effect would be to 
damage the Post, would tt not? 
Higgs: Yes, I suppose so. 


Judge: And drive its purchase 
price down? 

H i g gs: I am not intending to 
purchase thefbtf ... 

Judge: Then what do you think 
should happen to it? 

Higgs: Papers like the Post need 
a rethink, my Lord. New strat- 
egy, new ideas, new blood. 
Judge: What kind of new 
blood? 

Higgs: A new man with vision, 
perhaps, my Lord. From time to 
time a great man comes along 
who can change things. A 
Rothermere, a Murdoch, a 
Thomson, a Maxwell ... well, 
perhaps not a Maxwell. 

Judge: And who would you 
nominate as such a man? 
Higgs: Well, Richard Branson, 
perhaps ...? 

Judge Ah. yes. Mr Branson. He 


already has planes and trains 
records and banks, I believe. 
Sooner or later such a man feels 
he needs a daily paper as weD, 
does he not? 

Higgs: I think he would make 
a very good newspaper 
proprietor ... 

Judge: No doubt you do. But 
would it surprise you to learn 
that we judges have a list of 
things we are asked toTook out 
for? And one of them is any : 
court case which might bea dis- 
guised PR bid by Mr Branson, 
or any other man on the make, 
for a dqily paper? . . 

Higgs: But 

Judge: But nothing! Case 
dismissed! See headlined to- 
morrow’s Post. “Judge Rebuffs 
Branson In Court Outburst!” 
And the next case please 
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The Blair and Murdoch 
stroll casts a bad shadow 



ANDREW 
MARR 
A DUBIOUS 
ALLIANCE 


As an act of modem diplomacy it was one 
of the weirdest and most eloquent little 
events in years: Tony Blair and Alas Lair 
Campbell spent a serious amount of time 
in Tokyo discussing their need for the 
Japanese Prime Minister Ryu taro Hashi- 
moto to apologise to Rupert Murdoch’s Sun 
newspaper for his countiy's behaviour in the 
Second World Whr. Hashimoto. helped by 
Campbell, duly obliges and one of those all- 
time surrealistic headlines results: “Japan 
says sorry to Lhe Sun". ( On a par with Britain 
apologising to the bulldog, or America say- 
ing sorry to the Bald Eagle.) 

Now, you could argue that this deal is log- 
ical and benign. Most of the country stopped 
agonising about the Japanese years ago. But 
of the minority of still-angry and in some 
cases xenophobic protesters, many are Sun 
readers; up to now their sensitivities have 
been regularly prodded with a sharp slick 
by the editor of that organ. A fresh Japan- 
ese apology to Britain is deemed unneces- 
sary; but Sun readers, still bristling in their 
dug-out. are another matter. WelL fine. If 
the article helps smooth the way for the 
Japanese emperor's state visit in May, so 
much the better. 

But Number 10 under Blair is famously 
obsessed with The Sim, just as it was when 
inhabited by Margaret Thatcher and John 
Major. The current Prime Minister would 
argue, I suppose, that unlike his predeces- 
sors. he has a chance of taming the red-faced 
ranter of British journalism, soothing and en- 
ticing it into a gentler and a more liberal 
world-view. Maybe, though its editor must 
know that in his market, blandness doesn’t 
sell and populist, right-wing opinions do. 

The Sun is only the beginning of this, how- 
ever; Mr Blair’s courtship of Murdoch be- 
gan, I believe, as a damage-limitation 
exerase, meant to do no more than help New 
Labour get a fair playing-field in the 1997 
election. But the flirtation blossomed into 
a genuine romance, and is now energetically 
consummated on a regular basis. 

This may be sad, but it isn't surprising. 
The politics of Blair's Murdochism are crys- 
tal clear, and learnt from the Tories as well 
as from other leaders in Australia and the 
US: at all costs, get on side with the domi- 
nant media player and stay there. Murdoch 
is particularly useful to a government that 
w ants to deal with him because (unlike at 
The Independent and other papers) he tells 
editois what to print. Deal with him and the 
deal affects all his journalists. It’s very dean 
and efficient. From the point of view of the 
politidan, it makes life simpler. You gel his 
support; He gets your help with regulatory 
or other issues that touch his business. 

Thus, this newspaper, like others, has 
been struggling to persuade Parliament to 
toughen the law on predatory pricing, the 


anti-competitive technique whereby Mur- 
doch dumps The Times at below what it costs 
to produce it in order to drive commercial 
competitors out of business. 

Everyone acknowledges that it is hap- 
pening. and no one professes to like it. Be- 
fore the election. Labour saw a case for acting 
Now, surprise, surprise, it doesn't. Many fine 
words have been uttered in Parliament on the 
subject. In the end, though, nothing will ac- 
tually happen. Blair’s own ministers say 
baldly and unequivocally that he wfli not cross 
Murdoch at any price. Some have the grace 
to look embarrassed when they tell us that 
whatever Murdoch wants, he’ll geL 

On the other hand. New Labour has 
shunned most of its natural supporters in 
the liberal press, and alienated most lead- 
ing left or liberal journalists. All right, part 
of that is because such people are natural 
oppositionists, and have an almost biolog- 
ical need to disagree with Downing Street 
at all times. But the main reason is that the 
rest of the press isn’t needed: New Labour 
has lines of communication to the public 
through broadcasting and the sleek yes-men 
on Murdoch papers. 

Nor is it obvious that this deal will affect 
poliqi-making in other areas in the sbon term. 
Blair is forging ahead with welfare chang es, 
constitutional reforms and educational 
changes just as he said he would. Across the 
board, you cannot say that this is a cynical 
or gutless Government, even if its chosen me- 
dia delivery-system is an unattractive one. 

There are, however, dangers here which 
even a Prime Minister as powerful as Tony 
Blair should ponder. First, clearly, there is 
the danger that Murdoch grows so power- 
ful that his demands cannot be resisted in 
policy areas that stretch beyond his imme- 
diate business requirements. The whole 
question of the single currency is an obvi- 
ous example. If the newspaper market is 
shrunk by predatory pricing, and then ITV 
loses ground badly to BSkyB when it goes 
head to head, Murdoch’s personal power, 
already large, will be awesome. 

Does Mr Blair really suppose he will be 
able to break from this embrace without af- 
fecting his judgement or reputation? Not if 
he has followed Murdoch’s career, as he 
must have. The Australian Labor Party, 
which provided an early model for New 
Labour, became enmeshed in a •‘mates’ 
economy” which was eventually seen as cyn- 
ical and corrupting. In the US, the White 
House itself intervened to protect the ty- 
coon’s Fox TV from interference by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission to the 
humiliafetf fury of its employees, and Newt 
Gingrich’s book deal with Murdoch did the 
Republicans huge harm with a public that 
knows a greasy palm when it sees one. 

In the case of Britain, an intense and stick- 
ily private concentration of political and me- 
dia power at the heart of the state is exactly 
the opposite of everything that New Labour 
professes to believe in as a reforming party. 
Remember, this whole issue is one that sim- 
ply cannot be written about in The Times or 
openly discussed by the burgeoning Murdoch 
empire. It matters, yet it is forbidden terri- 
tory except in newspapers like this one. 

The Conservatives created huge public 
cynicism about politics because of the per- 
ception of private deals and special arrange- 
ments for chums and backers. Of all the 
strong political cards in bis hand, including 
the size of his majority and the talents of 
some of his leading people, Blair has none 
that matters more than his reputation for 
openness and fairness. He has big ambitions 
for the country. But if it is ready true that 
be dare not protest about an unfair misuse 
of commercial muscle, then Britain has be- 
come a littler country than it was before. 


Why fans, players and journalists 
refused to believe the evidence 



Sometimes nothing goes right: Terry Vtenables last month as his current team, Australia, loses to Brazil Photograph: Matthew Astonon/Empcs 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

ON THE TERRY 
VENABLES CASE 


Just over 10 years ago. in No- 
vember 1987. the manager of 
Tottenham Hotspur FC, David 
Pleat, was dismissed bv the club 
following allegations about his 
private life. According to foot- 
ball writers Harry Harris and 
Steve Cuny in their book Ven- 
ables, the Inside Story, the Tot- 
tenham chairman. Irving 
Scholar, “sacked David Real 
with a particularly heavy heart 
The fact that Pleat's personal 
problems came to a breaking 
point at the time that Venables 
was being replaced by Barcelona 
was merely coincidental”. 

Perhaps. But six weeks ear- 
lier. making a film about ap- 
prentice players at Spurs. I fell 
into conversation with Kate 
Hoey - now a Labour MP, but 
then a tutor on life skilLs to these 
wannabe soccer stars, some of 
whom badly needed them. 
Pleat, she told me, was on his 
way out. “The players don't like 
him.” she said of the man who 
had taken the dub to third place 
in the league and (unsuecess- 
fully) to the FA Cup Final. “The 
rumour is that the chairman 
warns Terry Vena hies.” And 
pretty s*xw. he had him. As one 
man trudged disconsolately out 
of the back door, his replace- 
ment - all smiles and charisma 
- arrived to fans' applause 
through the hig gates at the 
front. 

A decade on. and Pleat is 
back with Tottenham as direc- 


tor of football and Terry Ven- 
ables is neither manager nor 
director of anything. On 
Wednesday it was announced, 
in a statemem from the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try, that Venables had reached 
a settlement with its lawyers, 
agreeing to be banned from any 
directorship, or virtually any oth- 
er relationship with a commer- 
cial operation, for seven years. 
Accepting 1 9 charges of serious 
misconduct, all of which he 
had strenuously denied for the 
previous four years. Venables 
also agreed to pay half a million 
pounds of the DTl's costs. 
Three weeks ago. Venables' 
friend and business partner. 
Eddie Ashby, completed a four 
month prison sentence for 
breach of the bankruptcy laws. 

In 1993. following the bust- 
up between Scholar's successor. 
.•Man Sugar, and Terry V'en- 
ablex, w hich led to Venables' ac- 
rimonious departure from the 
club, the BBC's Pamtrama de- 
cided to investigate the feud be- 
tween the two men. Mark 
Killick. the producer. says that 
he originally expected the story 
would he one of how a nasty, 
scrub-faced Tharcheriie busi- 
nessman ousted a working-class 
hero. It'd he the bastards ver- 
sus the romantics. 

But as Sugar told his side of 
the story about hnw Venables 
had run the business side ot the 
club, the optimal anti-million- 


aire tale evaporated. To be re- 
placed. as research continued, 
by the weird story of how - led 
on by an unscrupulous and 
plausible partner (Ashby) - 
Venables bad broken nearly 
every rule in the book: first in 
raising money to buy a stake in 
Tottenham, and then in his 
management of the north Lon- 
don side. At one stage, Killick 
recalls, he sent a researcher 
down to Cardiff to look for a 
pub called The Miners, against 
which Venables had attained 
pan of a million pound loan. 
When (he young woman failed 
to find the place, he got quite 
shirty with her. Only after she 
had wandered round the Welsh 
capital for three days did he ac- 
cept the almost unbelievable 
truth that this pub didn't exist 
at all. 

The Panorama that went 
out on the 4 October 1993, and 
a similar programme transmit- 
ted days later on Channel 4. 
were not what the sports es- 
tablishment and its journalistic 
arms wanted to bear. The FA re- 
garded Sugar as a dangerous 
parvenu, importing unwelcome 
radical ideas into an industry run 
by chain-smokers in fur-col- 
lared coats. Venables, by con- 
trast. was one of theirs. A source 
of good stories for favoured 
journalists, half-way through a 
hig presenter's contract for the 
powerful BBC sport's depart- 
ment. and popular with the or- 
dinary supporters, many in 
soccer wanted the story not to 
be true. So. when Venables 
contested the Panorama version, 
threatened legal action and 
complained (hat documents 
had been forged or stolen, there 
were many who were ready to 
believe him. In some newspa- 
pers a battle ensued between the 
Venables-supporting back pages 
- home of adventure and ro- 


Mr Hague, you could make Lords reform more radical 



v DONALD 
"MACINTYRE 

AFTER THE 
PEERAGE 


Lloyd George cruelly called it 
“a body of 500 men chosen at 
random from among the ranks 
of the unemployed". But it has 
taken until now for his goal - 
of removing the hereditary 
peers from Parliament - to be 
in sight at last A 1998-99 bill 
will remove the right of hered- 
itary peers to vote. That much 
is relatively simple. Even 
among among life peers the 
Tories enjoy a majority over 
Labour (147 to 98), so some 
new Labour peers will be cre- 
ated to even the parties up. An 
unspecified number of hered- 


itary peers, chosen by their 
own party leaders, will also be 
turned into life peers: but now 
for the hard part. The Gov- 
ernment will also announce its 
intention to proceed- eventu- 
ally. to a more democratic sec- 
ond chamber. But of w r hat 
kind? 

No doubt it will change as 
the committee on Lords reform 
chaired by Lord Irvine - which 
held its first meeting last week 

- does its work. But a route 
map is now beginning to take 
shape. One influential view is 
that the second chamber 
should be two-thirds elected 
(probably by proportional rep- 
resentation on a regional list 
system) with the other third 
made up of distinguished cross- 
benchers, chosen by an inde- 
pendent appointments body. 
Members of the new second 
chamber might be elected for 
a fixed four-year term - like 
those for the Scottish parlia- 
ment. (This is an admirable idea 

- if only because it means that 
with different electoral cycles 
the second chamber might be 
controlled by a different ma- 
jority from the first- thus sharp- 
ening its role as a check on the 
executive.) Learning from the 
lessons of the 1960s. the Gov- 
ernment would not uy to alter 


the powers at the same time as 
the composition of the second 
chamber instead- recognising 
that the more democratic le- 
gitimacy it has, the more it will 
clamour for extra powers, it 
would allow' its remit to expand 
- within severe limits - incre- 
mentally. rather on the model 
of the European Parliament. 
But the detailed question of the 
form of an elected chamber 
would be left to a Royal Com- 
mission - an especially exalted 
and imposing one. to ensure 
that rejection of its findings 
would be highly embarrassing 
for whichever government was 
in power by the time it 
reported. 

So far so good- This is ac- 
tually rather a brave scenario. 
But there are grave dangers at 
eveiy step- Even removal of the 
hereditary element- the most 
deeply desired change in the 
Labour Party, will not be 
achieved without a ritual strug- 
gle by the forces of aristocrat- 
ic reaction. There are already 
■whispers dial the peers' Torj 
majority could seek ro cause 
trouble on other legislation in 
protest at the relonn. (At pre- 
sent every defeat of the Gov- 
ernment - like the one this 
week on the referendum on a 
London mayor - simply un- 


derlines the case for reform, 
which is why the Tory whips in 
the Lords have been energeti- 
cally trying to keep them to a 
minimum.) But such guerrilla 
3dion cannot be sustained in- 
definitely. The much greater 
danger is that nf inertia on the 
pari of the governing party. 
That once having achieved a 
carefully balanced super-quan- 
go. a second-term Labour gov- 
ernment finds it rather likes it. 
Its own MPs in the Commons, 
having gorged themselves on 
the bleeding corpse of a dis- 
enfranchised aristocracy, then 
slop and think how appealing 
it would be to end their own ca- 
reers as political appointees in 
a patronage-only Upper House. 
And what a threat to the Com- 
mons’ own legitimaL-y it might 
be for there to be a democrat- 
ically elected second chamber 
above it. Meanwhile the Gov- 
ernment itsell suddenly dreams 
up all sorts of reasons why it 
should nol create a h. Jthvr* mu- 
revising chamber, subicci to the 

whims of the electorate and em- 
boldened by its own legitima- 

cv to challenge the executive 

hard and often. 

There arc grounds, howev- 
er. for cautious optimism that 
the dvnamic lor change will be 
such that this won't happen. 


The Tory line, that they are not 
against relorm but will oppose 
the bill removing the hereditary 
peerage's voting rights beat use 
it will produce an undemocra- 
tic abortion should be treated 
with suspicion. Their fears 
about the first stage tire entirely 
legitimate. But if the current 
Tory regime was as progressive 
as some of their predecessors 
- such as Lord Carrington who 
actually made strenuous ef- 
forts ii > help Dick Grossman re- 
form the Lords in the Sixties, 
or Alec Douglas Home who 
strongly advocated 3 mainly 
elected second chamber- they 
would now be outflanking 
Labour by publicly pushing 
proposals oflheir own for a de- 
mocratised upper house. In- 
deed there is still lime for 
them to do so. If they promised 
support lor the broad .strategy 
outlined iihiive. they might 
even he able to negotiate a deal 
under which the reform could 
ht achieved in a single stage. 

Their present .strategy, how- 
ever. is loculi for a grand com- 
mittee >*l l*'lh houses, which 
(since it is sure to contain those 
in hoth the main parties who 
have a vested interest in de- 
laying a Jemoer.i lived second 
chamber) is a sure recipe for 
SbiiTi^is. The danger o| Roy- 


al Commissions is that they are 
mechanisms for delay: though 
a forthcoming Constitution 
Unit report argues strongly 
that there should be at least 
some delay between the stages, 
so that the powers as well as 
composition of a second cham- 
ber can be properly considered 
in the light of other changes - 
not least, if it happens, to the 
system of electing the Com- 
mons. But the great virtue of a 
Royal Commission is that it 
would take the issue outside the 
incestuuus confines of 
Westminster. 

The very fact that the Tories 
are now signed up - for what- 
ever motives - to the correct 
proposition that an unelecled 
second chamber is unsustain- 
able in a modern democracy 
makes it more difficult for fu- 
ture governments of either par- 
ly not to commit themselves to 
the further stage once the 
hereditary peers have lost their 
voting rights. Removal of the 
voting rights of hereditary peers 
is the best part of a century 
overdue, unfinished business 
from tbe Asquith premiership. 
But in anything but the short 
term, an appointed second 
chamber will be no more sus- 
tainable - morally, or let’s 
hope, politically. 


mance - and the money men 
and women on the City desks. 
Jeff Powell, influential soccer 
commentator of the Daity Mail, 
wrote of a “media witch-hunt ig- 
nited by his [Venables’] bitter 
feud with Alan Sugar”. 

Gradually, as court actions 
loomed, the whole business 
lapsed into a “you pays your 
money and you takes vour 
choice" period, where most 
people chose to believe who- 
ever they liked best As an ex- 
ecutive in the BBC current 
affaire department at that time, 
1 had seen the evidence, since 
any programme like this one 
was subjected to a battery of le- 
gal lists that made Volvo’s 
safety procedures look dilato- 
ry. And 1 knew that they had 
Venables bang to rights. 

With Lhe passage of time, 
however. Venables began to 
emerge on lop. Even those 
who thought that he had prob- 
ably been a little naughty, de- 
cided - in the words of 
Panorama reporter Martin 
Bashir - that he was a “loveable 
rogue" in the English tradition 
of Minder, OK. so he was a bit 
fly with money, but he hadn't 
been found guilty of anything. 
.And now England was calling, 
its soccer team had just failed 
dismally to qualify for the iy94 
World Cup, and the nation 
wanted Venables. Under a year 
after his departure from Spurs. 
Tel was appointed by the FA as 
England manager. 


And now no one wanted to 
hear him criticised. This news- 
paper did comment on the risk 
that, as the FA is a limited com- 
pany, if Venables were to be 
disqualified, he could not un- 
der the Insolvency Act remain 
as England manager. In other 
words, if Panorama were 
proved right, Venables would 
have to be fired under the 
most embarrassing circum- 
stances. Kate Hoey. now in 
Lhe House of Commons, 
warned against the appoint- 
ment, and was vilified both in 
the newspapers, and by party' 
colleagues who were closer 
than she to the sports estab- 
lishment. When Panorama put 
out a second programme in 
September 1994, some fell that 
it was being - as it had been dur- 
ing the Fa Ik lands war - vague- 
ly treacherous. “Must you?" was 
the reaction of most BBC TV 
executives to the news that 
there would be another Ven- 
ables show. Others spoke of a 
journalistic vendetta. 

I don’t expect any of those 
who criticised Hoey or Panora- 
ma to apologise. Many will have 
forgotten that they ever doubl- 
ed the facts of Lhe case. But the 
truth is that, for several years, a 
man of charm and charisma was 
allowed to hold one of the big 
jobs in English national life be- 
cause wc simply didn't want to 
believe that he was bent. How 
politicians must lung for a frac- 
tion of that latitude! 
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Railtrack ‘prepares 
to take £500m 

Channel link stake’ 


The go-ahead for construction of 
the £5.4fan Channel tunnel rail fink 
was signalled yesterday as 
speculation continued to mount 
that Railtrack is preparing to take 
a stake of up to £500m in the 
project. Michael Harrison reports. 


London & Continental Railways, the con- 
sortium chosen to build the 68-mfle link and 
operate Eurostar services, announced an im- 
portant breakthrough yesterday by naming 
contractors for the key tunnelling sections 
into St Pan eras station. 

Work on the tunnels, worth £200m, will 
start in April and removes any lingering 
doubts that the projecL would stop short of 
central London because of financing 
difficulties. 

Adam Mills, LCR’s chief executive, said 
the consortium was on course to raise up 
to £5.4bn in debt and equity in the middle 
of this year to cover total financing costs, 
including construction which is estimated 
at £3bn. The link is scheduled to open in 
2003. 

LCR also said that it was close to sign- 
ing a deal to redevelop St Pancras Cham- 
bers. the listed Gothic-style building at the 
front of the planned Eurostar terminus, 
while the planning application to develop 
an intermediate station at Ebbsfleet in north 
Kent had been approved 

LCR plans to raise about £lbn through 
a share issue and a further £4.4bn in bank 
loans of which £1.4bn will be repaid from 
a government grant payable once the pro- 
ject is two-thirds complete. 

However, LCR declined to quash spec- 
ulation that Railtrack may emerge with a 
significant equity stake in the projecL A 
spokesman said: “There are all sorts of op- 
tions as to how Railtrack could be involved 
and putting in equity is one of the them. 
However, discussions are still at a prelim- 
inary stage.” 

The other attraction of bringing Railtrack 
into the project is that it has a triple A debt 
rating, making it easier and cheaper for LCR 
to raise loans. Railtrack is one of six outside 
parties with which LCR is in discussions 
about helping to finance or construct the link. 


There are eight members of the LCR 
consortium at present The biggest are SBC 
Warburg Dflkm Read and Bechtel, each with 
stakes of 18 percent followed by Virgin and 
National Express, each with 17 per cent 

LCR has come in for criticism from the 
City for the lack of detailed information 
about the project and delays in fund rais- 
ing, leading to fears that it would turn into 
another Eurotunnel -vastly over budget and 
behind time. However, LCR has defend- 
ed the delays, insisting that it will not go 
to the capital markets until it has a cast- 
iron investment case and is certain of its 
costings. 

LCR also defended the performance of 
its Eurostar services to Paris and Brussels, 
saying that passenger levels had risen by 
more than 20 per cent to 6 million in 1997, 
giving it 60 per cent of the rail/air market 
between London and Paris. 

Analysts estimate that Eurostar will 
have to increase passenger numbers to near- 
er 10 million before its starts to contribute 
profits. But Hamish Thylor, Eurostar’s 
manag ing director, said that passenger 
yields had continued to improve last year, 
helped by a new ticketing and reservations 
system. 

He added that bookings on Eurostar's 
new ski train service from Waterloo to the 
French Alps were ‘‘encouraging'' while 

services to Brussels had been increased from 
eight to 10 tr ains a day following the open- 
ing of a high-speed line through Belgium 
which reduced journey times from three 
hours to two hours 40 minutes. 

The construction contracts announced 
yesterday cover a quarter of the total tun- 
nelling along the route. The preferred 
contractors are Trackiink, a joint venture be- 
tween Mowlem, Holzmann and Besix, and 
a joint venture between Nurtall/VAfayss and 
Freytag/Kier. 

The biggest contract, worth £500m, for 
a tunnel taking the line to Stratford in East 
London is expected to be awarded shortly. 

The development partner for St Pancras 
Chambers, formerly the old BR Midland ho- 
tel, wiD be announced in the next fortnight 
along with an outline of the proposed 
scheme. LCR launched a competition to de- 
velop the Grade One listed building in 
September, 1996. 



GEC set to 
win £( bn 
tilting train 


The development partner for St Pancras Chambers (above) will be announced in the next fortnight Photograph: David Rose 


GEC and Fiat look set to win the UK’s 
largest train order yet, the £lbn contract 
to supply Virgin with high-speed tilting 
trains for the West Coast Mainline. 

It emerged yesterday that one of 
three bidders, Siemens of Germany, had 
pulled out of the shortlist whfle-Adtranz, 
the joint venture between ABB of Swe- 
den and Daimler Benz, was lagging be- 
hind GEC Industry sources said GEC 
bad been chosen for die final detailed dis- 
cussions on the order. 

The joint bid made by GEC and Fiat 
would guarantee jobs at GEC-Alsthom’S 
planes at Birmingham and Preston, which 
employ just under 2,000 people. About 
70 per cent of the work would come to 
the UK, with bogies, tilting mechanisms 
and -body shells sourced from Italy and £- 
the remainder of the work, including fi- h 
nal assembly, carried out in Britain. 

The 55 trains, each with seven car- 
riages and capable of speeds of up to 
160mpb, would be based on Fiat’s Ital- 
ian Pendolino design. They would cut 
journey times to Birmingham, to one hour, 
replacing some of the most outdated stock 
on the rail network. Virgin was yesterday 
heavily criticised for the reliability of its 
West Coast services. 

Siemens yesterday attacked Virgin, 

.-la mimg die operator had inasted on dra- 
conian penalty clauses for late delivery 
amounting to some 30 per cent of the cost 

of the order. Jurgen Gehrels. Siemens UK 
chief executive, said Virgin bad also in- 
sisted on unrealistic delivery times. 

Separately yesterday it emerged that 
Siemens has won a contract worth up to 
£65m to supply a fleet of 16 electric trains 
to Regional Railways North East, the pri- 
vatised train operator based in York. The 
iflflmph trains, which will .be leased 
through Angel, one of the three rolling- 
stock leasing groups, will replace a fleet 
of 20 trains dating from the 1960s. 

The new trains, which are similar to 
those built by Siemens for the Heathrow 
Express line, will be assembled in Spain, 
with parts supplied from Germany and 
some from Britain. The UK contribution 
Includes communications and electron- 
ic systems for the carriages. 
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Laura Ashley puts factories up for 
sale as shares crash to all-time low 


Laura Ashley 

stare price, pence 
220 1 — 


Shares in Laura Ashley 
crashed to an all-time 
low yesterday after the 
troubled retailer issued 
another profits warning 
and put five factories 
up for sale. N/ge/ Cope, 
City Correspondent, 
asks whether new chief 
executive David Hoare 
can turn the business 
around, or only dean it 
up for a quick sale. 


Laura Ashley’s fourth profits 
warning in less than a year was 
prompted by a dreadful per- 
formance in America, weak 
home furnishings sales and low- 
er gross margins due to heavy 
discounting. Though manage- 
ment said its stock levels were 
now 25 per cent lower than last 
year there were reports that its 
shops were even allowing cus- 
tomers to haggle over prices in 
a desperate attempt to clear 
excess stock. 


The business is now ex- 
pected to record a pre-excep- 
tional loss of £23m-26m in the 
year to January. Previous es- 
timates by the company’s bro- 
ker had been for losses of 
£15m. The shares lost a further 
25 per cent of their value, 
falling 8 Jp to 26p. 

However, David Hoare, 
who replaced Ann Iverson as 
chief executive before Christ- 
mas, insisted that Laura Ash- 
ley still has a future as an 
independent business. “Can it 
be turned around? I think it 
has every opportunity. This 
business has an independent 
future,” he said. 

The company has decided 
to pull out of manufacturing 
and put five factories up for 
sale in order to concentrate on 
its retailing operations. The 
decision will jeopardise 669 
jobs The sites under threat in- 
clude four in Wales - two 
sewing factories in Oswestry 
and Gresford, the Texplan 
wallpaper and fabric printing 
operations in Newtown, a 


made to measure plant in 
Carno - and a small site in 
Holland. 

The move will end Laura 
Ashley’s long-standing rela- 
tionship with the Welsh val- 
leys. However, the company 
said that it hoped to sell the 
factories as going concerns, 
safeguarding the workforce. 
“It is a hard, tough decision. 
But initial reaction there is 
that this is the right thing to 
do,” said Stephen Cox, the 
group's director of legal and 
commercial services. He said 
the decision would enable 
Laura Ashley to concentrate 
on brand management and 
retail. 

It is possible that the com- 
pany will also pull out of 
North America after a disas- 
trous expansion there by Ms 
Iverson. It was a disastrous 
performance there which was 
behind a 4 per cent fall in like- 
for-like sales across the group 
in the seven weeks to 10 Jan- 
uary. US sales collapsed by 13 
per cent. Trading in home 


furnishings have been 
particularly weak with mar- 
gins suffering from heavy 
discounting. 

Michael Appel, a turn- 
around specialist has been ap- 
pointed as chief eexecutive of 
the North American opera- 
tions to implement a recovery 
programme. 

There are fears that 
mounting losses and possible 
exceptional costs relating to 
the sale of the Welsh factories 
could mean that Laura Ash- 
ley may run into further cash 
flow problems. Though fresh 
£70m loan facilities were 
agreed with bankers before 
Christmas some analysts fear 
that on a month to month ba- 
sis, the group will be in a pre- 
carious financial position. 

Analysts speculated yes- 
terday whether Sir Bernard 
Ashley, Laura .Ashley’s wid- 
ower, who controls 35 per cent 
of the company may be tempt- 
ed to take the company pri- 
vate. Another possibility is 
that Mr Hoare will slim the 



C&G boss 
quits Lloyds 
in boardroom 
shake-up 
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group down and cut costs 
leaving the group a more like- 
ly candidate for a trade sale. 
Some experts say the group 
could even pull out of retail- 
ing altogether and become a 
brand licensing company. 

Ashley Thomas of SG Se- 
curities said: “The brand is still 
valuable but it may need to be 
part of a larger stable." 

Olivier Roux, the former 
Guinness finance director, has 
been working at Laura Ashley 
as a consultant but has now 
stopped. The company is be- 
ing assistant by a group of 
bankers from its advisers 
Goldman Sachs. 


La Senza slumps after 
another profits warning 


La Senza 
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City’s super-regulator renews 
drive to fill senior vacancies 


La Senza. the troubled lin- 
gerie group, announced yet 
another profits warning yes- 
terday after admitting that 
Christmas sales bad been well 
below expectations. Joel Tfeit- 
elbaum, son of the group's co- 
founder and the man who has 
presided over La Senza's fail- 
ure in the UK market has left 
the group. 

The shares dropped 12 per 
cent piling on the woe for 
those investors who stumped 
up I50p for the stock when it 
was floated by advisors 
Williams de Broe in May 1996. 
It dosed yesterday at I9p. 
down 2.5p. 

Laurence Lewin, the deputy 
chairman, accepted that La 
Senza had only itself to blame 
for its dire trading perfor- 
mance and the fact that it has 
no chance of achieving its 


prospectus profit projections. 

Mr Lewin, said yesterday: 
“We have to take responsibil- 
ity and cannot shelter behind 
excuses. We are retailers and 
it is our job to get it righL Now 
we will have to get this show on 
the road and reduce losses.” 

The group clocked up loss- 
es of £l-5m in the year to Jan- 
uary 1996 and admitted 
yesterday it would plunge a lot 
further into the red in the cur- 
rent financial year. On flotation 
it gave a profits projection of 
£2.3m. Mr Lewin refused to 
predict when La Senza would 
finally break into the black. 

La Senza has been rocked 
by the rise in property values 
and rents which has blown a 
huge hole in its expansion 
plans. Sales have proved dis- 
appointing and Mr Lewin ad- 
mits that many of the group’s 
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managers had performed 
poorly. 

One City observer said: 
“The company and PR firm 
Biddick’s tactic of sending pic- 
tures of scantily clad women 
around the City certainly en- 
sured the flotation was popu- 
lar... but the bottom really 
looks to have fallen out of 
their market.” 

- Andrew Votes 


The Financial Services Author- 
ity, the city's new super-regula- 
tor, yesterday confirmed it had 
sent letters to leading figures in 
the financial sector in an urgent 
plea to fill four vacancies - but 
admitted the pay was “derisory”. 

The FSA has so far filled 13 
out of 17. directors’ posts with 
exactly the same people who 
used to run the nine old regu- 
lators which it is replacing. 
Last year, firms said they feared 
the new regulator would be out 
of touch with commercial 
realities. 

Howard Davies, the chair- 
man of the FSA, has now con- 
tacted dozens of leading figures 
in financial services in an at- 
tempt to persuade them to fill 
“important gaps in crucial posts, 
which we are now looking out- 
side to fiH" These include a di- 
rector of investment business. 


a director of finance and busi- 
ness planning, a director of 
consumer relations and a di- 
rector of market exchanges. 

But there is concern the 
regulator will have difficulty 
filling the posts with well-qual- 
ified people unless it can offer 
salaries approaching the gen- 
erous rewards of the City. The 
FSA is still looking for candi- 
dates, despite appointing re- 
cruitment consultant Saxton 
Bampfylde and advertising in 
the press. 

In a letter to potential appli- 
cants, Mr Davies wrote: “Ne«I- 
less to say, the packages we can 
offer are derisory by market 
standards, but the interest quo- 
tient of the jobs is very high!” 

Until now, regulators have 
been paid comfortable six-fig- 
ure salaries. 

- Andrew Verity 


Andrew Longhurst, once re- 
garded as the heir apparent at 
Lloyds TSB. the banking giant 
has quit as a board director and 
as chairman of Cheltenham & 
Gloucester, the former building 
society. Mr Longhurst who is 58, 
was “reorganised out of a job” - 
following a surprise shake-up at 
Lloyds, according to a source. 

A Lloyds TSB spokesperson 
said: “Andrew Longhurst was 
group director of customer fi- 
nance. That role no longer exists". 

The colourful Mr Longhurst 
regarded as one of the leading 
figures in the UK mortgage in- 
dustry, was a casualty of Lloyds’ 
decision to “focus on customer 
relationships”. 

One analyst commented: “I 
was a bit stunned to see the 
golden-haired boy leaving. 
Whether be decided to leave or 
whether it was decided for him 
I just don't know.” 

“It seems strange that there 
is no longer room on the Lloyds 
board for the man synonymous 
with Cheltenham & Glouces- 
ter”, added another source. 

Mr Longhurst has been as- 
sociated with C&G for more 
than 30 years. Lloyds was yes- 
terday keen to dispel rumours 
that Mr Longhurst had been 
“edged out". “Mr Longhurst 
fully supports the reorganisa- 
tion”, said a spokesperson. 

Some of Mr Longhurst’s re- 
sponsibilities, in particular on 
the mortgage side, will fall to 
Michael Fairey, 49, who was yes- 
terday appointed deputy chief 
executive and tipped as an 
eventual successor to ft ter Ell- 
wood, the current chief execu- 
tive. 

Gordon Pell, currently di- 
rector of distribution, will also 
take up some of Mr Longhurst’s 
workload. Mr ftll is to join the 
board and take responsibility for 
a newly created UK retail bank- 
ing division. 

Mr Longhurst was yesterday 
unavailable for comment His 
successor at the head of the 
C&G will be announced 
“shortly". 

-Lea Paterson 
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MAIN PRICE CHANGES 
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When privatisation fails to deliver the goods 


OUTLOOK 

ON POOR 
STANDARDS OF 
SERVICE FROM 
RAIL COMPANIES. 
REGULATING THE 
SUPERMARKETS. AND 
CITY APPOINTMENTS 
AT THE SFA 


None of the privatised train companies crit- 
icised yesterday by the rafl franchising di- 
rector for declining standards of reliability 
and punctuality had the temerity to bl3me 
the wrong sort of snow. How could they 
when London is wanner than Cairo, mi- 
grating birds are returning to nest and the 
buds have been fooled into bursting open? 
Even so. the list of excuses on offer would 
have done a BR station announcer proud. 
Don't blame us, blame Railtrack. the train 
leasing companies, the rolling stock we in- 
herited, the power supplies, landslides, 
crashes, tunnel collapses. Blame anybody, 
but not us Guv. 

To be fair, the performance figures re- 
leased by Qpraf are not quite the damning 
indictment opponents of rail privatisation 
would have us believe. Reliability and 
punctuality over the year improved on as 
many routes as it deteriorated and the 
abysmal performance on a number of ser- 
vices - notably Mr Branson's West Coast 
■ Mainline up to Scotland - skews the picrure. 

However, none of this disguises the feet 
that the trend is very definitely beading in 
the wrong direction. In the last ihree 
months of 1997 the number of cancelled and 
late-running trains was sharply up on a year 
ago. Given that the privatised rail industry 
costs the taxpayer almost twice as much in 
subsidies as the old state owned BR, this 
is quite an achievement 

Oddly enough, privatisation is very of- 
ten followed by an initial period of declin- 
ing performance. This was certainly the case 
with British Telecom and the water com- 
panies, all of which took some years to learn 
that the customer is there to be served, aot 


exploited. In theory this should not have 
happened with the rail industry since it was 
splintered into a hundred tiny bits on pri- 
vatisation to instill financial tension and de- 
liver greater competitive efficiency. 
Unfortunately, this does not appear to have 
done the trick. Nor do the commercial in- 
centives buOt into the regulatory regime to 
encourage standards of service. 

The main cause of the problem seems 
to be that rail privatisation was proceeded 
by an investment strike and a complete 
freeze on new rolling stock orders. Although 
that has now been remedied, passengers are 
paying the price while the train operators 
sir on their hands waiting for new ro lling 
stock to arrive. This is not an acceptable state 
of affaire for an industry receiving £2bn of 
public subsidy. Yesterdays miserable fig- 
ures give the Government all the ammu- 
nition it needs to acL 

Supermarkets 
need an Oftrolley 

Any casual observer of Somerfield’s share 
price over the past month must be won- 
dering what's going on. Once cruelly 
dubbed “the mausoleum of UK food re- 
tailing" by one City analyst. Somerfield’s 
share price has increased by 40 per cent in 
a matter of weeks. Given that poor old 
Klein won Benson could scarcely give the 
thing away when it floated IS months ago, 
this is going some. The story is that a bid 
Is just around the comer, but is this really 
credible? 


HK investors take fright as 
debt rumours hit market 


HE'S 





ftTES 


Fears that a big property 
group might default on 
its debts triggered a 
647-point fall in Hong 
Kong share prices 
yesterday, reports 
Stephen Vines. Meanwhile, 
the International 
Monetary Fund appears 
to have forced the 
Indonesian government 
• into finally accepting 
the terms of its $43bn 
rescue package. 


■J Rumourproved to be the most 
* powerful force in the Hong 
Koug stock market yesterday as 
investors took fright from re- 
ports that lhe Sino Group, a 
major property developer con- 
trolled by the Ng family, would 
be forced to default on short 
term debts. The Hang Seng fell 
7 per cent 

The. rumours sent the shares 
of Sino Hotels down 51 per 
cent, with Sino Land plunging 
45 per cent and its associated 
company; TST Properties, 
falling 34 per cent Fears of de- 
fault also helped fuel significant 
declinesin the shares of HSBC 
Holdings, one of the two large 
Hong Kong banks who are 
. lenders to the Sino Group. 
j? “The directors wish to state 
categorically that there is ab- 
solutely no ground to such ru- 
mours . ."the Sino Group is able 
to pay its loans as they become 
due and has sufficient working 
capital," the company said. 

Those with long memories 
in the Hong Kong market re- 
called that the Ng family almost 
caused ,the collapse of the en- 
tire Hoag Kong stock market 
in the wake of the 1987 crash 
when they were left holding 
massive uncovered futures po- 



A Hong Kong Stock Exchange floor trader working on a printer during morning trading 
yesterday. The Hang Seng Index dosing the morning session at the session low of 8,608.87, 
down 6.69 per cent; following a slide by the Sino group of companies Photograph: Reuter 


sitions which they were pre- 
pared to default on but were 
persuaded to settle in pan fol- 
lowing a government bail-out. 

Ten years on. the Sino 
Group has bounced back and 
has gained a reputation as one 
of the most aggressive major- 
league property developers. It 
also has a reputation for high 
gearing. However, few analysts 
believe that the company would 
go so far as to default on its 
loans. Nikko Securities, in a 
commentary, described Lbe sit- 
uation at Sino as ‘’right” but be- 


lieved that the company would 
deal with it b> lowering prices 
for pre-sales of new projects. 

Meanwhile in Indonesia, 
which has been casting a spell 
of gloom over the following last 
week’s Alice in Wonderland 
budget, the government has 
been forced to concede to the 
conditions laid down by the 
IMF. 

An agreement, signed yes- 
terday by President Suharto and 
IMF managing. director. Michel 
Camdessus, provides for re- 
structuring in the financial sec- 


tor; and an end to special priv- 
ileges for a number of monop- 
olies and projects controlled by 
members of the Suharto elan. 
It will abolish a clutch of sub- 
sidies which have helped keep 
the poor off the breadline. 
However, vital controls on rice 
and fuel prices escaped the net 
because of real fears that this 
could provoke social unrest. 

The initial response of in- 
vestors was less than encouraging. 
The local currency lost another 
1 2 per cent of its value and share 
prices dropped -t per cent. 


c M N 


^Unilever boss keeps faith 
in the tiger economies 


Niall FitzGerald, chairman of 
the consumer products giant 
Unilever, today launched a 
passionate defence of the em- 
battled economies of South- 
East Asia, pledging to maintain 
its own investment and urging 
Western companies not to write 
off the region. 

In a speech this morning to 
businessJeaders in the Philip- 
pines, Mr FitzGerald said com- 
mentator^ ui the West were 
skating over the fundamental 
strengths ofthe Asian market, 
with its youthful, growing, en- 
terprising and educated popu- 
lation. 

Unilever generates 14 per 
cent of its sales and profits in 
the region and has operations 
in all bmJbur South-East A si a n 
economies. It recently opened 


an icecream plant in Vietnam, 
a margarine factory in Jakarta 
and a regional headquarters in 
Singapore. 

Speaking at the European 
Chamber of Commerce in 
Manila, Mr FitzGerald said 
pundits were now rushing to tell 

everyone the success of the tiger 

economies had proved a “sand 
castle in the air" but Unilevers 
own strong growth justified its 
long-term faith in die region. 

Mr FitzGerald painted a 
picture at odds with the image 
of cronyism, corruption, inef- 
ficiency and speculative bor- 
rowing that has come ro 
characterise the region since the 
crisis began to unfold last yyer. 

“Asia as a market is driven 
by increasingly de mandi ng and 
sophisticated consumers. We 


are not talking about short-term 
froth. We are talking about 
changing patterns of con- 
sumption reflecting a growing 
and youthful population, high- 
er standards of education, and 
a population shift from agri- 
culture to manufacturing and 
service industries. 

“All this is underpinned by 
a solid foundation of human 
capital: clever, enterprising cit- 
izens: dedicated and adapt- 
able workforces and a keen 
sense of teamwork, discipline, 
and interdependence which, 
along with a good savings ratio, 
keeps the welfare burden down 
to manageable proportions and 
keep national tax rates down to 
levels which stimulate enter- 
prise and initiative. ' If the 
company lost its nerve cvety 



Niall FitzGerald: Pledged 
to maintain investment 


lime a country suffered a set- 
back. there would not be an en- 
tity today called Unilever with 
Stff'bn of sales, he said. 

Michael Harrison 


Sainsbury’s and Asda both claimed to 
be not much interested yesterday and if they 
are not going to bid, who on earth is? At 
this stage the best explanation of Somer- 
field’s soaraway share price is that it’s just 
another New Year ramp. All the same, there 
is little doubt that the big players of this in- 
dustry are it chin g for consolidation to take 
place. If they could take each other over, 
they would. 

While the Big four make great play of 
their ability to grow organically, the truth 
is that in a low inflation environment and 
with planning restrictions hampering their 
ability to open superstores at anything oth- 
er than a snail’s pace, they are going to find 
it virtually impossible to maintain growth 
rates out of internal development alone. 

While the major supermarkets might feel 
they need consolidation, the rest of us need 
it like a hole in the head. According to new 
figures by Verdict, the top dozen food re- 
tailers now account for 70 per cent of the 
UK's £93bn grocery market. The “Big Four” 
- Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Asda and Safeway - 
make up almost balf of it. 

For such a huge market, this would al- 
ready seem to be excessive. Any further in- 
crease in the market power of the big four 
would certainly reduce consumer choice and 
lead to higher prices. While a combination 
of say Asda and Sometfield would estab- 
lish a player not as big as the two market 
leaders, it could still be expected to estab- 
lish a number of local monopolies. The ex- 
istence of another dominant player in the 
market would also put further unacceptable 
pressure on suppliers and smaller food re- 
tailers. 


The power erf the supermarkets is already 
such that policy consideration might per- 
haps seriously be given to regulating them 
rather in the same way as the utilities. The 
suggestion of an Oftrolley is daft as it might 
seem. Certainly if supermarkets are allowed 
further to consolidate, some method of en- 
suring that the benefits are shared between 
customers and shareholders would have to 
be found. Let’s start with a pricing formu- 
la of say RPI minus 10. That ought to stop 
them in their tracks. 

Roll up for derisory 
pay 

“Long hours, derisory pay, but high inter- 
est quotient". Here’s a job offer most City 
folk won’t find hard to resist. So desperate 
has Howard Davies, chairman of the Fi- 
nancial Services Authority, become in his 
search for suitably qualified practictioners 
to fill key positions at the new City regu- 
lator, that he's written directly to firms ap- 
pealing to men of decency and honour to 
step forward and do their duty. 

Unfortunately, these are not the sort of 
jobs most people would want to take a pay 
cut to fill. Mr Davies has already attracted 
some big names from the capital markets 
and financial services industry to the main 
board of the FSA, but those positions are 
part time, non executive and prestigious - 
a good thing to have on the old CV. The 
ones he’s now trying to fill are a couple of 
levels down, the anonymous hard grafters, 
not quite the foot soldiers but not much 


above senior officer rank either. 

Regulators have always found it bard to 
attract employees from the other side of the 
fence, though there are notable exceptions. 
Andrew Windder, chief executive of the 
SFA’s forerunner, the SIB, is one, as is his 
head of the markets and exchanges group, 
David Pritchard. Both of them came from 
the City. Bus oo the whole it’s a one street 
with the si gns pointing very dearly towards 
the glistening streets of the City. The 
Ranir of England’s supervision depart- 
ment has been a constant and happy hunt- 
ing ground for the City's much more highly 
paid risk management positions. 

The FSA obviously needs experienced 
practitioners if it is adequate^ to understand 
the often highly complex nature of the mar- 
kets and businesses it has to regulate. More- 
over, it is plainly in the City's interests that 
these positions be filled by people who un- 
derstand what the City’s about. There is Ut- 
ile that could be more dangerous to the 
City’s continuing prosperity than igno- 
rant, hostile and overly onerous regulation. 

The obvious solution is that of sec- 
ondment. Plainly there are drawbacks to this 
approach. TbeVisk of regulatory capture, 
where the regulator becomes lamed by the 
industry, s higher if the regulator is staffed 
by industry placemen on two year second- 
ments thnn if peopled by those prepared 
to cross the fence permanently. All the same, 
the secondment system is said to work well 
for the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion in the US. There a stint at the SEC is 
regarded as an essential stamp on your pass- 
port to the top. The FSA needs to aspire 
to similar status. 


Siemens chief warns UK will lose business without the euro 


British companies will lose busi- 
ness if they refuse to do deals 
using the euro currency, re- 
gardless of whether the UK 
signs up to European monetary 
union (EMU), Siemens, the 
German electronics and engi- 
neering giant .warned yesterday. 

Bemd Euler, the finance di- 
rector of Siemens UK business, 
said suppliers prepared to of- 
fer quotes in Euros would gain 
a competitive advantage over 
rivals which quoted prices in 
sterling. “Whether the LHC is in 
the European Monetaiy Union 
or not, if UK companies are not 
prepared to quote in euros 


they will lose out long-term, if 
their competitors are prepared 
to quote in euros,” be said. 

Siemens is embarking on 
seminars for some of its 12.000 
UK suppliers to explain the 
change in policy and said that 
none had so far said they would 
refuse to quote prices in euros. 
Though Siemens insisted it 
wouid not force suppliers to 
switch to the single currency, 
Mr Euler made clear that all 
companies would be expected 
to pass on any cost savings from 
a single currency through to 
lower prices. 

He said customers would 


“demand these savings to be re- 
flected in prices, whether or not 
the suppliers in question are ca- 
pable of achieving these cost 
savings. They just have to 
squeeze their other costs hard- 
er in order to bridge the gap." 

The warnings came as 
Siemens revealed a 35 per cent 
surge in sales from its UK op- 
erations to£202bn last year, the 
first time its turnover had touted 
the £2bn marie. Employee num- 
bers also suiged by almost a quar- 
ter, to 13,600, though exports fell 
by 20 per cent, to £261 m. 

Meanwhfle, FI Group, the 
computer outsourcing special- 


ists, warned yesterday moves by 
Britain to join EMU could be 
scuppered by companies’ lack of 
preparation for the switch. Hilary 
Cropper, chief executive of FI 
Group, said most British com- 
panies have only just started to 
think about the problem. “If 
Britain decided to join EMU in 
the first wave there would be no 
way any company could do it," she 
said. Ms Cropper said that com- 
panies dealing with the public 
such as utilities, retailers and fi- 
nancial services groups, still have 
a lot of work to do to get ready. 

- Chris Godsmark 
and Peter Thai Larsen 


The Bigger Sale 
With Lower Prices! 


How does Time offer 
the best value in the UK? 

We make all our PCs in the UK 

We design and make aD the PCs we sell including 
our award winning Colossus and Omega brands. 

We manufacture in Britain, employing over 700 
stall, and can incorporate the latest PC technology 
w gjve you better specifications at lower prices. 

We cut out the middleman 

We sell to you direct because, with no 
middleman, it means lower prices lor you. Our own 
Showroom stall who specialise only in PC systems 
serve you direedy and can give you better advice to 
enable you to select the right system. 

Try before you buy 

Visit your local Showroom and talte a doser lock 
at the quality and performance of our systems. 

Pt:l -up our PC Buyer's Guide and speak to our 
staff who will give sound specialist advice, in 
Jargon -free plain English when you ask tar it. 

We get you started 

C'ur PCs are pie-configured and ready For use 
with preloaded software. Simply plug in and switch 
on Our unique l »0 minute video trainer and user 
guide covers all aspects of normal PC usage and 
can be more useful than a visit from a home 
instructor as you can watch h and leam from it at 
your own pace, at times convenient to you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also direct and we have been 
serving customers for over 10 years. Who rise can 
provide die best service but the people who 
designed and built yew PC? Each Showroom has 
trained technicians and a Service Centre in 
addition to direct hotline support to your home. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with confidence and complete peace of 
mind. We believe our products, services and prices 
rep resem the best value in the liK. If you are not 
happy for whatever reason, you can return your PC 
to us within 14 days fora full refund excluding 
delivery costs 


• HIM Peraun* 1 333We prac«aor 

• 8*1® HAM 

• 'A vo** modem 

• Plus 41® paphes. auco mi ^ 

muWnwfla. mass*™ jiAkbb 
bun* jno a barren* MB 


Now Lower Prices 


Printer 

Epson Shea 300 

cctaungnpiHa 




200M-2 

Name Office PC 

sonsa Mow Pffioo pnmsa. 
an® BM*. taCBtaUdgk. » voce 
modn. Vtaaonone mm W CO 
nuUmtda m ran*® se*w 
tank 

<nauivnrw 


Tene Showrooms within 
me superstores rf 



£1091 




■ Videophone retire 

• Mssswb Htfwaro txnBo 

ncbAng lifts 
SmanSmatf 

■ Free PiWBr (breed cfloj 


• HeiPemun*2aMtz 
Processor wltliMMX” 
ketaotogy 

• 32Mb RAM 

• OGblfltra ATAtenJcfe* 

• 5»'«tana«hiwSem 

• » Speed MAX CDflOM 

• 30Wmtat*«uid 

•4MbS&GB|MS 

• U-(oropnoial15T 
SVGA colour screen 

• PCTrcttee lADt 
mofiwTOoenJ 

• GMStnplySpeskng 
GoU speech lecdgnAm 


200*1-2 Home* EP3Q0 w-j 

BUI Buy BttH (baler flier 233-2 model betoarj W : 1 
«VyES99 t\MT>C1t 7383 AsaUvePUMn 

6-upHAW. S ow BM baeMX PB200 process Wtiii 
ISflC Tectrotogy end FflEE Eoscn T0Q colM pww 


PC-2 Models with TV and Teletext 


£K)56i 


Canals' Ckm. HupEneM* 
CaanganmPi* P*a.T»B«i«jy. 
Mny S«n»wn 

iLocUMHOao. mnflngdoa 
EMuyMUPak mn gtaiflul ' 

**a*»»**> 

MltaWM. . fP**fe* 

waftn. wqww. 

ttx-PMOnn CmftaJ 

London 

MKhtfiSSM **22^ 


233-2 Kgp 


A9 2CDM etn» 

wmwnri 

SJWKFWMn 


sr Zi* £1290 If 


An DVD 30 

grepNce and P&TV system wPti Trterod & who e 


233M-2 TV 


Home+ Media V Models 

Thee* nodal Indum tag* mun n®. Eac 

»• w m H- M row > BTtt w M IT w 
aHK-mmawH-neiD 


HnwMPft 
I EorarfM 


a**rGmr>faa 


Bart* "wvc 

***** ir| . ™ 

fiuMord Bo 

enaUMi "w 


&& 

Other Time 
Showrooms 

Blackburn 

Wtrietwli Tracing 
EstateuPeet Centre 

Ctaago* 

3*38 Ssuchahai 
Strsa 

HoB 

Frienswsy 

lands 

CmrnPore 

RaalPark 

Newcastle 

MetroCenfre. 

Red Cnadran 
Gateshead 

Preston 

The Caput Centre. 
London Way 


Asda9Kjp(Mig 

Genre. 

Si Ataann Road 



Visit your local Showroom or order direct on 

Freephone 0800 77 tl 07 


233M-: 

PowerProPC 

CWy OO + VAT 
= f:057*frrtra 


2 As abo«* M wth U« IBM ebtSOA 
puss procsseor- Pcrv eymm «n 
n=**en <nOegpraniiwnccHurv«We 
carwra ana urge T sown. 


Lw miitt- urih'a'.CsrtiMGBtaB 
«ss •eaaaaiy *v*r- runin w> 

ifr Immataiaiaaiii 
*»• <m iniiHaWlUinMrtns 
It— 1 *» mWmh—h i»«a Was 

VMMMlsaal RmtitMum 






mii'iwaiiMPaw ail 
■ '■ «t*o m»i a *e !!*■,* 

no* HatohrtqardfMflff^anoD 


WBMntMTig.Wnt.tf— 

M'MmJMMIIIniMW.ni.gln area 
aWinuwaiuilwiKw.ai.nJnin,^ 


■PwwnwiDe notary E 






Fly to the States with us. 
Have Europe on us. 


W/tert you take a round trip to the USA with Delta Air Line* well 
award you 25,000 bonus miles on our Sky Mi/eg* programme. 

That's enough for a return ticket to Moscow, Istanbul, Prague, 
Paris, Lisbon, Venice. In fact, anywhere you choose in Europe 
that's serviced by our SkyMiles partner airlines - Aar Ungus, 
Air France, Austrian Airlines, Rnnair, TAP Sabena and Swissair. 

Qualifying is simple. Become a SkyMiles member by calling 
0800 414 767, then enter the promotion by returning the coupon. . 

For Delta Eight information, and to make your reservation, call 
the number above or your travel agent Then, if you fly to the USA 
between January 16th and March 16th, 1998, Europe's all yours. 


Please complete and post by March 15th 1998 to: Delta SkyMiles Membership, FREffOST, POBox 14, 
Ashton Gate, Romford, Great Britain, RM3 88FL 


SkyMiles Membership No. 
First Name £ 

Last Name P 
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FI paints bullish 
growth picture 


FI Group: At a glance 

Market value: 2322m, share price 10Q2.5p (+5p) 

Iter to 30 April 


Ha^year to 30 footer 

■> 


Everyone knows the information tech- 
nology (IT) industry is booming. The 
reasons arc familiar; pressure on com- 
panies to improve their efficiency by 
automating, the need to prepare IT sys- 
tems for monetary union, not to men- 
tion the dreaded millennium bug But 
any boom brings the risk of a bust. The 
first worry is of staff shortages, which 
could force IT groups to postpone con- 
tracts, thereby hampering their rate of 
growth. The second is that, having suc- 
cessfully squashed the millennium 
bug the rush of work will dry up and 
the IT industry will go into a slump. 

When a company has just report- 
ed a 54 per cent increase in first-half 
profits to£4.3lm, as FI Group just has. 
raising these fears may seem overly 
gloomy. But Hilary Cropper, chief ex- 
ecutive of the applications management 
specialist, has a convincing response to 
both. She points out that fixing com- 
puters' inability to recognise the year 
2000 as a valid date currently ac- 
counts for just 12 pier cent of the group's 
sales. What's more, the rush to fix the 
problem has prompted firms to put 
other, less pressing IT projects on hold 
until the next decade. By then, the UK's 
likely entry into monetary union will 
have thrown up a whole load of new 
gremlins for FI to tackle. 

FTs real secret weapon, however, is 
IIS Infolech, the Indian computer ser- 
vices company it bought for £25m last 
month. By farming out work to India, 
the group will be able to tap into a 
labour market which produces more 
software graduates than the US each 
year, all willing to be employed at a frac- 
tion of the cost of a British program- 
mer. That allows FT to move beyond 
serving its traditional areas of finance, 
retailing and the service sector. The 
group thinks it can start undercutting 
its competitors and pinch contracts in 
the manufacturing and consumer 
goods industries, as well as the City. 

All this adds up to a very bullish 
growth picture. That said, the shares 
reflect this. Brokers reckon full-year 
profits will be £9 .5m, rising to about 
£13m the following year. That prices 
the shares, which edged up 5p to 
1002.5 yesterday, at a staggering 38 
times April 1999 earnings. FI is an 
impressive business with better 


Five-year recort t 995 ? 


Turnover (£m) 61.7 78.8 


from £37 in to S5m putting, 
on a prospective p/e KtSq of- 
to .19. HoF is mavn£Jr 
rection but on this so *T ' ? 
the shares are no baifau^ *' ' 
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98.8 46.3 71.2 


Pre-tax profits (£m) . 


Portmeirion’s 
small servings 




Earnings per share (p) 8.4 8.2 


14.8 6.2 


9.9 


... ... - . -g 

Dividends per share (p) 


Business mix - industry 

Service 35% — , 


Share price 

pence 

non— 



prospects than most of its peers. But 
for the time being it's hard to see the 
shares rising much further from these 
heady levels. 


House of Fraser 
recovery in train 


After years of what seemed like Em- 
ending misery House of Fraser final- 
ly shown the green shoots of recovery 
in 1997. Its new own label ranges are 
taking off, some of its worst department 
stores have been revamped or ear- 
marked for sale, stock problems have 
largely been eradicated and margins arc 
on the rise. The City has embraced the 
good news and the share price which 
has had a great run. 

But just as everything seemed to be 
going right HoF has come out with dis- 
appointing trading figures in the run 
up to Christmas and the shares fell 
more than 7 per cent to 2033p. So is 
this a blip or is a warning sign that the 


HoF is back to its old tricks again? 

Sales growth has slowed. Part of the 
reason is that HoF suffered from the 
downturn in the retail market in the Au- 
tumn and shoppers determination to 
leave Christmas presents to the Last mo- 
ment The rest of the slowdown stems 
from the management's drive for mar- 
gins, mainly through poshing their 
own fashion brands rather than rely- 
ing on creaming off some of the tak- 
ings from in-store concessions. Gross 
marg ins grew about one percentage 
point to 33 per cent but this too dis- 
appointed some analysts who were hop- 
ing for faster progress. 

The underlying message is that 
along with the retail market as a. 
whole, HoFs Christmas was nothing 
to write home about but was hardly a 
disaster. Hie share price fall looks harsh 
but the shares had flown too hi gh too 
early on unrealistic expectations 'of the 
speed of HoFs reforms. 

SocnSte Gfindrale forecasts has left 
profit forecasts for the year to the end 
of January at £28 5m, but has down- . , 
graded profits for tire following year 


Portmeirion Potteries. thetip-market 
table and ovenware business, yes-, 
terday served up another set of dis- 
appointing figures. I9elther summer 
windfalls nor winter sales seem to 
have brought ary joy to the group and 
it was forced to issue its second 
profit warning in the last six months. 
This caused the shares to crash an- 
other S2.5p to 240p yesterday, chip- 
ping another £5m off its market 
capitalisation. It is now valued at just 
under £25 m, less than half its worth 
last summer. 

In August the company, which is 
still controlled by. the family of ar- 
chitect Clough WiUiams-Blis, re- 
ported a 9 per cent increase in Bret half 
profits to £2. 7m but warned that dif- 
ficult trading conditions me3 |at full . 
year profits would be flat. •• 

The shares have been shdiu^4bwn- 
wards ever since and yesterday- the, 
company added to investors'^ttts by 
warning that earnings wouldpgy# fall . . 
£lm short of last year. 1 " • : f « . . 

A special anniversary promotion • 
rescued first-half profits in the US 
market, which accounts for avef4(Jper 
cent of turnover. However, sajeslmve ? 
fallen away in the last few afoSths* 
while the continued strength afiter- : ~- 
fing has depressed exports to Europe: -- 

The home, market also remains = 
sluggish. Portmeirion -does not sbem . 
to have attracted any of the windfall 
spending which has helped k£eb de- 
mand for other consumer 
anf, and the company remains ■ 
to the price discounting whibtf^con- 
sumers increasingly demand^ ; r “ ’ • 

Anatystsare also concernetj^t the 
lack of new products in the pfgeUne 
and have again downgraded profits, 
forecasts. They are now looking at 
£5.4m for 1997 and £5.65m in 199®. 
The shares how look very cheap at un- 
der seven times this year’s prospective 
earnings but investors would be wise 
t o wjif for ahy signs of a sustained 
recovexy;befpre buying^ 
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Two charged over alleged 
$2bn City gold fraud 


Two men have been charged and two released on bail after 
allegedly attempting to trade forged gold certificates worth 
S2bn (£13bn) at a London branch of NatWest. The four men 
were arrested at the NatWest branch on Wednesday evening 
following a covert operation by tbe City of London Police 
Fraud Squad. Detective Inspector Ken Stewart, an officer 
on the case, said: “The excellent assistance we received from 
the bank in this case shows that by joint co-operation we can 
effectively combat this type of fraud." 


Budget set for 17 March 


Chancellor Gordon Brown win deliver bis second Budget state- 
ment to the Commons on Tuesday 17 March, the Govern- 
ment announced yesterday. The day was named by Leader 
of the House, Ann Ikylor. in exchanges on coming parlia- 
mentary business. It marks a return to spring Budgets from 
the combined tax and spending package in the autumn under 
the previous Tbxy government. 



Early Freemans demerger 


Jams Kong, Gatwick’s managing director, celebrating a record-breaking year fbr.tKe BAA 

• - 3 m Jhr/ 


Sears, the troubled retailer, has accelerated the planned de- 
merger of Freemans, its mail order business, to the autumn 
of this year. In a trading statement, the group said trading 
at Freemans was strong, with underlying sales rising by 6 per 
cent so far in the second half. In the 23 weeks to 10 January 
same store sales for the whole group, excluding the footwear 
businesses, were up 2.6 per cent. 


BAA rail-link plans lift off 
after Heathrow fire setback 


Amey secures contract 


Amey, the construction company, said yesterday that a joint 
venture of its rail track laying arm had won a £130m con- 
tract from Rail track. Am try's subsidiary Amey Railways, in 
joint venture with SECO/DGC of France, will renew railway 
tracks in Rail track’s Great Western region and will involve 
3,000 miles of track. 


Cognizant’s second break-up 


Last month’s fire at 
Heathrow's Terminal 
One lost BAA 50,000 
passengers, the airports 
operator, said yesterday. 
But on a brighter note, 
the company unveiled 
plans to launch a 
forerunner to Its £440m 
Heathrow Express rail 
link later this month. 
Michael Harrison reports. 


Cognizant, the $75bn group spun out of Dun & Bradstreet 14 
months ago, yesterday announced plans to split into two groups 
in what could could be the first demerger of a company that 
has already demerged. It win be divided into IMS Health, which 
provides information solutions to the pharamceutical indus- 
tries and which has 600 staff in the UK and Neilsen Media 
Research, which provides electronic audience measurement. 


The Heathrow fire, which start- 
ed in the ducting of a Burger 
King bar in Terminal One, left 
a large dent in BAA’s passen- 
ger figures for December. The 
group's seven airports handled 
a record total of 1033 million 
passengers for the year - an ‘in- 


crease of 6.7 per cent on 1996. 
But the growth in passenger 
numbers for December was 
only half that at 3.4 per cent 

Another factor affec ting pas- 
senger growth last month was 
the blaze ins ide the Channel 
tunnel a year earlier which had 
resulted in an extra 100,000 pas- 
sengers in December, 1996. 
BAA also experienced a sharp 
decline in travel by East Asian 
passengers because of the eco- 
nomic crisis rathe Far East. This 
resulted in a loss of about 
75,000 passengers. 

The biggest traffic growth 
over the year was at Stansted 
where passenger numbers rose 
113 per cent to 537 million, 
closely followed by Gatwick 
where traffic levels rose 1122 per 
cent to 26.8 million. 


The Heathrow Exp-ess is. not 
due to open until June. It wtH 
cut the journey time. from the 
airport into Paddmgfna station 
to 15 minutes. 

However, BAA ItaiaunCtii „ 
tog what it calls attest Thain • 

service from 19 January which . 
will take 30 ntinutes.'T’asseh- 
gers will travel on hew: trains . 
from Paddington to?a dedi- . 
rated station near Heathrow \ 
where passengers will com- 
plete the journey by coach^Rir 
the first week, travdj’will'.bB 
free. After that a J ;one-.way 
fare will cost £5. \ 

The full Heathrow Express 
service will operate four times 
an hour and is part of BiyAte ; 
strategy to increase the number 
of passengers travelling by pert^ 
lie transport to 50 pier cent 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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BA to take equity stake in Polish airline 


British Airways is ptanning to take 
an equity stake in LOT the Pol- 
ish airline with which it forged a 
strategic allianceyestiatiay, its first 
with a carrier from a former east- 
ern bloc country. LOT is due to 
be privatised as part of the Pol- 
ish government’s liberalisation 
programme and Charles Guras- 
sa, director of passenger business 
at BA, said it would consider 
buying shares at that stage. 


The alliance with LOT wiOin- 


Qighls on the Manchester-^Vfeaw 
and Gatwidc-Rrakowioiites, rec- 
iprocal participation in frequent- 
fl>osprogairmesairico-op«atioti 
between die Itolish aitfine and BA!s 
German subsidiary Deutsche BA. 
The deal means that BA now has 
strategic alliances with three Eu- 
rapeanaitfnes-tbe othertwoare 
Iberia and Rnnair. But Mr Gams- 


sa said.it was keen to . build I&-. 
ther partnerships. There arewat 
least twelve EuropeattiamasjS 

toagnuptooDeofthe.^obaLafe 
fiances such as Stauftfo'di sue 
coming to dominate jfce aviarioh 
market They inchide^Ver Xrn- 
gus, Fortugalia, Maet^fc in Dai- ‘ 
mark, Meridiana -jpjf Italy, 
Olympic erf Greece, Hjgo and 
Russian airline Aeroflot 

- Mkha&Han&ph 
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BG and Centrica turn on the gas to reach fresh highs 


DEREK PAIN 


BG was in rampant form once 
again . Talk of another share 
buy back and con tinuing spec- 
ulation one of die oil giants 
plans a take over strike, 
spurred the shares U5p to a 
319p peak. 

As British Gas it had the du- 
bious distinction of being the 
stock market's most derided 
blue chip. But since the bleak 
days when Cedric the pig was 
paraded as shareholders at- 
tended their yearly meeting, the 
group has been transformed 
and is now largely an oil and gas 
explorer and producer. 

It has already astonished 
observers with a £1 .3bn share 
buy back. The subsequent dis- 
posal programme is thought to 
be running ahead of schedule 
and may pull in as much as 
£1.5bn by the middle of the 
year. BG would be tempted to 
return such obvious wealth to 
its shareholders. 

Its old stable mate, Centri- 
ca, is also enjoying a boom. The 


gas supply operation, split 
from BG nearly a year ago, 
was another in record break- 
ing mode with a 7p gain to 
1 03p. Many look for the shares 
to reach 125p in the next few 
weeks. 

Although the Far Eastern 
crisis has failed to create the 
market dismay many expected 
there is, nevertheless, a grow- 
ing appreciation of domestic 
groups which have little or no 
Asian exposure. Centrica fea- 
tures high in any stay-at-home 
portfolio. 

At the time of the split BG 
was around 150p*. Centrica, 
helped by bid hopes, floated at 
70p before falling to 56.25p in 
May. 

Blue chips dominated the 
action with Footsie up 58.9 
points to 5,165.8. The rest of 
the pack was in a more sub- 
dued mood. 

Dresdner Klein wort Ben- 
son comments lifted Sun Life 
& Provincial 29p to 499p and 


Merrill Lynch inspired Or- 
ange 14_5p to 267 i*p. 

Much of the take over spec- 
ulation centred on Inchcape 
and SomerGeld. The interna- 
tional trader, savaged ty cur- 
rency movements and then 
the turmoil in the Tiger 
economies, gained 12.5p to 
155_5p. A dead cat bounce - or 
corporate activity? The mar- 
ket seemed evenly divided. 
The speculative hopes ap- 
peared to be pinned on a US 
predator although there was 
talk of a break up. 

Somerfield, the supermar- 
ket chain, lost some of its mo- 
mentum although it ended 
above its low at 2485p, off 15p. 
The revival was due to US buy- 
ing. The market is now con- 
tent to rule out a major British 
group emerging as a bidder 
and is now looking towards a 
Continental discounter sucb as 
Lidl. 

Holidays group Airtours, 
which has announced a two- 


for-one share bonus, shaded 
?-5p to 1327.5p as bid fever 
cooled. 

The latest round of retail 
trading statements was large- 
ly disappointing. Laura Ash- 
ley rumbled 85p to 26p; La 
Senza 22>p to l9p and House 
of Fraser 16p to 203.5p. Ar- 
gos. reporting tomorrow, lost 
33p to 505p. Dixons remained 
depressed after Wednesday s 
disappointing sales update, 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

320 
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giving up a further l9p at 
505p. 

Cadbury Schweppes' new 
US distribution and manufac- 
turing deal with Coca-Cola 
provided further sparkle, up 
14p to 699p. NatWest said 
. buy. UBS suggested selling. 

General Electric Co. held 
at 391p. Its £300m share buy 
back was completed with the 
purchase of 4 million shares at 
390.5p. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries rose 25p to 955p follow- 
ing an analysts meeting and 
engineer IML once part ofICL 
fell 7.5p to 413.5p on ru- 
moured Schraders caution. 

BTR continued to find new 
lows, off a further 3.25p at 
165.75p. 

Financials made more 
headway. Barclays was again 
prominent with a 49p gain to 
l,707p; Woolwich put on lOp 
to 334p. 

The encouraging casino 
and hotel results from StaJds, 


up 7_5p to 98 .5p, inspired Lad- 
broke to a 15_5p gain at 292J5p. 

Superscape VR hardened 
to 1 13p after a presentation at 
Henderson Crosthwaite for 
its 3D Lego-on-screen devel- 
opment. 

EW Fact, the educational 
group, held at 67p. It duly con- 
firmed it was in talks with a 
possible bidder but warned 
profits would not be up to 
scratch. BPP, the market’s 
favourite to strike, said it was 
not involved in talks with EWF. 
It has a 3-57 per cent stake. 

Xenova climbed 27p to 1 72p 
following an alliance with the In- 
stitute of Grassland and Envi- 
ronmental Research to isolate 
plant chemicals which could be 
used in the treatment of diseases. 
The shares touched 435p last year. 

Profit warnings took their 
toll. Portmeirion Potteries 
cracked 53p to 240p; Global, 
hit by the ban on beer off the 
bone and the Indonesian cri- 
sis, lost 3.5p to 9.75p. 


TAKING STOCK 


Expect disposals at Hunting, 
the aviation, defence and oil 
group* Its air cargo business 
is likely to be tbe first m^jor as- 
set to be sold. It could be worth 
up to £MMhn. Parts of the off di- 
vision, valued at op to £40m, are 
also likely to go with Hunting 
developing its Canadian and 
North Sea operations. The 
shares, at 227*5p, are a shade 
from their peak. 


Jarvis, the construction group 
which has moved into rail 
nff'm tManfg , is rumoured to be 
In line to clinch a rail servicing 
contract with Eurotunnel. The 
shares hardened to 379p. 


High-flying Druid, an IT group, 
may have chosen an unfortu- 
nate time to invest in budding 
an Asian operation. At 749p its 
shares enjoy a glamour rating 
and wonld react badly to any 
slipnp. 
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Brussels hurdles 
may force BIB to 
rethink strategy 



Kevin Keegan (left) and Ray Wilkins at the launch yesterday of Demon Internet's £1 3m 
sponsorship deal with Fulham FC Photograph- Kalpesh Lathtgra 


Fulham unveil Demon Internet sponsorship 


Shareholders in British 
Interactive Broadcasting 
(BIB), the digital 
interactive television 
service backed by British 
Telecom and British Sky 
Broadcasting, could be 
forced to rethink the 
venture following new 
competition hurdles 
raised by the European 
Commission, it emerged 
yesterday. Chris Gadsmark, 
Business Correspondent, 
reports on the latest 
blow to BIB’s ambitions. 

EC sources said yesterday that 
the plans by BIB for a digital 
satellite service including home 
hanking, shopping and education 
channels, could damage com- 
petition in the rest of the digiial- 
TV market- BT and BSkyB bulb 
have 315 per cent stakes in the 
venture, with the remainder held 
by Midland Bank and Matsuhila 
of Japan, which owns the ftina- 
sonic consumer brand. 

The EC, which has been in- 
vestigating BIB since June, is un- 
derstood to want to force BIB 
to offer its technology' to rival ca- 
ble and digital terrestrial groups. 
The venture would invest some 
£25 Urn to subside the cost of the 
digital set-top bones, which enable 
homes to access the channels. The 
boxes are planned to sell for 
arbund £200, compared to the 
manufacturing cost of some £500. 


Commission sources warned 
yesterday that BIB’s control 
over the boxes could “exclude 
competition." Most of the com- 
plaints to the competition arm 
of the commission came from 
rival cable companies, which are 
planning their own digital in- 
teractive television offering. 

Another potential source of 
conflict from the EC has come 
■wer the roles of BT and BSkyB 
in the venture. Although their 
participation has been cleared by 
Oftei. the UK watchdog, the EC 
is concerned that BT could use 
BIB as an alternative to invest- 
ing in improvements in its con- 
ventional telephone network. 

One possibility is that the 
Commission would seek to cut 
the share stakes in BIB held by 
the two dominant investors. 
However, the shareholders 
have warned that no other po- 
tential backers arc waiting in the 
wings to fill the gap. 

BIBs shareholders are un- 
derstood to have warned that the 
venture would he uneconomic 
if it had to be extended to ter- 
restrial and cable groups. BIB 
claims neither rival medium 
has enough capacity to transmit 
the huge volumes of data es- 
sential interactive television. 

It would mean reducing the 
number of services to homes, a 
move which has been prohibited 
on competition grounds. BIB has 
to offer the platform to as many 
service providers, such as banks 
or computer game businesses. 
as want to use the technology. 


Kevin Keegan's and Mohamed 
AI Fhyed's ambitions to bring the 
glory days back to Fulham, the 
Second Division London football 
dub. received a boost yesterday 
when they announced a £1_5m 
shirt sponsorship deal with De- 
mon Internet, one of Europe’s 
biggest internet companies. 

Asked what he would do with 
the money. Mr Keegan said yes- 
terday: “ft has already gone on 
players. We have spent more than 
£om but Mr Fayed has still made 
more money available. U may 
sound silly to some people to talk 
of Premiership football at Ful- 
ham, which is a small club. But 


we are very confident and have 
a five-year plan to get there." 

Mr Fayed, the controversial 
chief of Harruds. paid £30m for 
Fulham last summer and soon 
signed former England star 
striker Keegan, who will run the 
club on a day to day basis, and 
ex-England midfielder Ray 
Wilkins, whose job is to oversee 
matters on the pitch. 

Mr Keegan's plans include 
rebuilding Fulham's ground. 
Craven Cottage, taking its ca- 
pacity from 1 S.OOU to 26.000 and 
introducing new conferencing 
facilities. In return for the mon- 
ey, Demon will gel their name 


emblazoned of Fulham's shirts 
and merchandise, free use of a 
1 0-sea i executive box and free 
tickets for each home game. 

David Furness, sales and 
marketing director of Demon, 
said: "This is a large deal com- 
pared to many Premier League 
Gubs let alone Football League 
clubs. This club is definitely 
going somewhere." 

Analysts have been concerned 
that Demon desperately needs a 
cash injection to expand its busi- 
ness. However, Mr Furness 
denied that Demon needed any 
extra money to survive. 

- Andrew Votes 


BT trials to allow competitors into local telephone market 


British Telecom is to press ahead this 
month with trials of a service that will 
allow its competitors to use the group's 
local network without customers having 
to receive a BT bill. 

The move, supported bv Oftei, the 
telecoms watchdog, would see BT 
relinquish the use of its brand name for 
local customers who take up the service, 
known as “Calls and Access". 


Yesterday BT revealed the two com- 
panies which will lake part in a techni- 
cal trials of the package, which will run 
for three months. 

They are Long Distance International 
(LDI). a US owned phone business which 
buys bulk capacity Bom big operators and 
sells it at cheap rates to consumers, and 
UniqueAir, a mobile business. 

Homes which take up the offer will 


receive a bill from LDI or UniqueAir. 
despite being on the BT network. LDI 
has grown rapidly since its UK launch 
18 months ago. by offering calls to the 
US for just 7 pence per minute. BT hopes 
the service could bring new business from 
potential telecoms operators such as 
banks or retailers. 

However, doubts remain about the 
prices BT is charging for the service. 


which apparently give rival firms little 
room to make profits on top. Bill Nose- 
worthy, LDI's managing director, said 
Oftei was investigating whether BT was 
intending to use the service to subsidise 
the rest of its network. He said: “Instead 
of the local network beinga BTbirthright 
it's an industry heritage, because the 
taxpayer has after ail paid for it" 

- Chris Godsmark 
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plea to reporters that the remark was “Off the 
record," but too late... _ . .. . 


So who is going to be British Digital Broad- 
casting’s first chief executive? A.whdebost o F 


neavywciguis , jZ 

da, and a wbole host have turned the jobdfrtfft. 
These refuseniks include Roger Lmud Gffaot- 
tech, Nigel Walmsley, Carton’s managing di- 


rector of broadcasting, and Steve GreKner, II u 
former Iblegraphboss who now heads United 
News & Media. 

One chap who hasn't rebuffed the; head- 
hunters’ embraces, so Jar, I hear, is -Mike 
Grabiner, brother of Steve, who has just 

steered Energis though its-succ^sful float 

Perhaps the general lack of enthusiasm for 
the post, which is supposed to be announced “im- 
mmenUy",is linked to the feet that BDB will be 
ypiarwly in the sights of Rupert Murdoch’s own 
plans for 200 digital satellite channels. Will no 
one lead the di gital fight against the Digger? 


Siemens annual UK press conference lived up 
to expectations yesterday with a fine display of 
the famous German sense of humour. Last year 
the company left towels on all the seats in the 
press room. This year the management put the 
boot into Britain’s footballing prowess. 

Bemd Euler, Siemens' UK finance director, 
said: “Back in 1995 the chances of Britain join- 
ing monetary union were about as good as 
England w inning a penalty shoot-out against 
Germany." 

A sharp intake of breath from the journal- 
ists was followed by Jurgen Gehrels, Siemens* 
chief executive, adding that his finance direc- 
tor was “here to make friends". 

Mr Gehrels. or “Sir" Jurgen following his 
honorary knighthood last year, also revealed 
his intention to retire to be replaced by a Brit 
for the first time. He is Alan W>od, a bom and 
bred Yorkshireman. Not a decision taken 
lightly it seems. Mr Gehrels- like Ronald Rea- 
gan he cannot use the Sir - is a famous An- 
glophile who intends to stay in the UK 
permanently when he becomes Siemens' non- 
executive c hairman. 

It turns out that his wife, Sigi, was behind 
the famil y’s decision to stay in the UK in the 
late 1980s. “Sir" Jurgen continues: “After two 
years my wife said, Tm not going back to Ger- 
many*. I was faced with problem: Should I get 
a new wife? But after 35 years of marriage yon 
get attached." 

But “Sir* Jurgen's finest hour came halfway 
through the press conference when he con- 
gratulated Siemens on building up its power 
generation business. He said Walter (“Lord") 
Marshall, the late former head of the Central 
Electricity Generating Board, had once said 
Siemens would get a power plant contract in 
the UK over his “dead body”. Mr Gehrels went 
on: “Well in the meantime he is dead and we’ve 
got a power plant." Alistair Macdonald, 
Siemens head of press, interjected with a swift 


Rupert Fennant-Rea, the man who d id for car- 
pets what David Mellor did for the Chelsea 
strip, has picked up another non-executive 
chairmanship, this time with a hedge fund com- 
pany called Key Asset Management The for- 
mer deputy governor of the Bank of England 
is already chairman of the Stationary Office, 
and isa director of marry other companies, in- 
cluding BAT Industries and Sherri tt Interna- 
tional. A Swede, Thomas Raber, has also 
joined Key Asset Management as director of 
marketing. 

Key Asset Management was founded just, 
nine years ago and one of its hedge funds. Key 
Asia Holdings, eamt net returns of 21 per cent 
last year. It will be interesting to see whether 
Mr Pennant-Rea and Mr Raber can keep up 
this impressive performance. 


It’s normally Midlands metal-bashers who 
accuse the Gty of selling British industry short. 
Now the Bank of England, of all things, las. 
published a working paper titled .“Die?, 
constructing Growth in UK Manufacturing." Is 
the Old Lady finally coming dean? 


Rank- Austria may be suing Price Waterhouse 
for £147m in the High Court in London, but 
still the two institutions can unite to fight mon- 
ey laundering, I am happy to report. 

The second annual conference on “Money 
Laundering in Central and Eastern Europe" is 
set for 5-6 March in the Kempinski Head 
Corvinns, Budapest Its co-chairman win be Aart 
Bloembeovel, a partner in Price Waterhouse. 
The accountancy firm is also prviding a .trio of 
high-powered speakers - Richard Harms, 
David GflJes and Christof MMer. 

Also offering his views on money launder- 
ing ^ will be Herbert Pteis - from Bank Austria. 

Tm sure Mr Pteis and the FW boys will have 
plenty to -talk about as they tuck into their 
Hungarian pastries and quaff their Tokay. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 


Sterling 


Country 

UK 

Spot 

1DG00 

1 month 

3 month 

lusfraia 


25013 

24947 

Austria 


20561 

20691 

Bekpnn 


61352 

60971 

Canada 


23362 

23258 

Jenmark 


TL333 

11269 

ECU 


15059 

14932 

Fnbnd 


90087 

69S24 

France 


9965 

9904 

Sermarry 


29748 

29563 

Sreece 


47S15 

48356 

Hong Kong 

12CB 

12583 

12841 

reland 

11896 

11S84 

11846 

ta/y 

S93&7 

29335 

29266 

Japan 

Wg&M 

2TU03 

20862 

Malaysia 

Mexico 

fct-a 

69639 

69671 

'Jamertancls 

30628 

33512 

33297 

Mew Zealand 

2B67 

28088 

27959 

Norway 


12278 


Portugal 

SauctArabO 


30437 



6.1081 


Srtqapore 


2B849 


South Africa 


81803 

82775 

Spar 

Sweden 


25255 



13042 


Swttzarlaid 

US 

2A37S 

16302 

24251 



Other Spot Rates 


Dollar 



|D-Maric 

Spot 

1 month 

3 month 

Spot 


06144 

06163 



15368 

15375 

A\: t 

PpJy-lW 

12878 

128» 


r/rfW 

37595 

37575 


14369 

14353 

M3 3* 

ws. 

69743 

69633 

69448 


10797 

10608 

10831 


55456 

55350 

55172 


61335 

61228 

61035 

•m# 

183W 

18277 

18219 

r».iV. 


29193 

29890 



77923 

79135 



13696 

13693 

07434 


13025 

18036 

98389 


12966 

12657 

71125 

42752 


49937 

23349 

ESS* 



45221 


29590 

29520 

1.1267 

esSB 

17257 

17230 

03162 

75567 

75437 

75222 

41271 

18711 

B790 

18670 

K 1 

37511 

37528 

37557 

29486 

1.7575 

17725 

17925 

09999 

49825 

59260 

51013 

27212 


15498 

154.74 



80128 

60023 

PlkViil 


14900 

14801 







Country 


Argmtna 
Brass 
Chna 
Czech Rep 
Egypt 


Ghana 


Hungary 

Inda 


Indonesia 

Kuwait 


N£ena 


Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

16302 

19000 

Oman 

06275 

Q3850 

iftprya 

U201 

Pakistan 

71727 

44900 

13495 

82786 

Ph*pn»s 

67*2 

41200 

56275 

35 wa 

Poland 

67544 

35300 

55440 

34009 

Qatar 

69350 

36408 

361QB 

2260 

Reese 

9W83 

59800 

33747 

20792 

South Korea 

26184 

160500 

65614 

40250 

Taiwan 

55.101 

33601 

128782 

79000 

Thaland 

84279 

51700 

Q49WI 

03061 

Turkay 

347026 

212880 

12226 

75000 

UAE 

59867 

36725 


Interest Rates 


UK 


Germany 

US 

Japan 


Base 

725% 

Discount 

250% Pune 

350% Oracounl 

050% 

France 


Lombard 

450% Discouit 

500% Belgtum 


Intervention 

320% 

Canada 

Fed Funds 

550% Discount 

275% 

Italy 


Prime 

690% Spain 

Central 

130% 

Discount 

550% 

Discount 

450% 10-d Repo 

475% Switzerland 


Netherlands 

Denmark 

Sweden 

Discount 

100% 

SpAdvance 

130% 

Discount 

350% BepofAre) 

435% Lombard 

1W% 


Bond Yields 









Country 3irth 

chg 

ijfL 

— 

1XL 

chg 

5jfT_ 

chg 

I0yr chg 

Austraia 492 

-QOi 

4.71 

-004 

496 

-004 

542 

-005 

571 

-007 

Belgium 342 

000 

172 

•001 

382 

■OOl 

457 

000 

516 

091 

Canada 4i& 

003 

490 

002 

477 

004 

503 

004 

532 

093 

ECU 432 

ooo 

441 

QOO 

484 

091 

468 

001 

51& 

002 

France 000 

000 

159 

090 

402 

003 

448 

001 

508 

003 

Germany 156 

QOO 

381 

000 

388 

001 

457 

091 

507 

002 

Italy 562 

044 

592 

-004 

493 

003 

593 

093 

547 

003 

Japan 036 

■001 

050 

000 

056 

000 

L14 

001 

187 

QOO 

Wands 350 

QOO 

378 

QOO 

412 

000 

457 

0D1 

507 

000 

Spain 439 

002 

425 

000 

438 

091 

482 

OOl 

539 

003 

Sweden 433 

QOO 

477 

000 

481 

-OOl 

530 

009 

556 

om 

Sland 132 

-097 

Ub3 

-Q06 

137 

-001 

2.18 

-004 

307 

-Q03 

UK 627 

0U0 

781 

006 

am 

004 

638 

003 

6D6 

003 

US 497 

-004 

490 

-003 

525 

-003 

532 

-001 

545 

QOO 

Money Market Rates 








Ovanight 

1 week 

1 month 

3 months 6 months 

1 year 


Bid 

Oiler 

Bid Otter 

Bid 

Offer 

Bid Offer 

Bd 

Offer 

Bid Offer 

Treasury Bis 




735 

700 

712 697 




Domesoc Dupes 

7» 

731 

7» 731 

731 

738 

744 750 

747 

753 

750 756 

Euosterlng Dops 

719 

735 

725 731 

734 

741 

747 753 

750 

756 

750 756 

E&^ble Bart. BSJs 




725 

738 

731 722 

733 

725 


Stnfng CDs 




734 

728 

750 743 

750 

743 

750 742 

EurodnUr CD3 




552 


552 

558 



ECU Deposits 




416 

425 

4JB 481 

425 

438 



www.bloomberg.com Source: Bloomberg 


Liffe Financial Futures 

Contract Settlement 

High 

Low 

Est floor 
volume 

Open 

interest 

Long Gil 

Mar-93 

12344 

■G3S1 

12331 

71378 

185949 

German Bmd 

Mar-&8 

10631 

10672 

10625 

234713 

261917 

US Long Bond 

Mar-98 

t®53 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Itaftan Bond 

Mar-98 

TT720 

11770 

T1704 

70317 

122806 

Japan GoviBd 

Mar-98 

13037 

13030 

13011 

661 

_ 

3 Mth Storing 

Mar-98 

9246 

9251 

9242 

25348 

141492 


Jun-98 

9256 

39 

9252 

50533 

12S0M 

3 Mth EuramarV Mai-98 

9635 

9639 

9635 

44602 

352260 


Javge 

9622 

9628 

9621 

48836 

342063 

3 Mth EiroAra 

Mar-98 

9443 

9453 

9442 

24727 

140540 


Jun-98 

9520 

9532 

9519 

37355 

04603 

3 Mth Eurjyen 

Mar-98 

9920 

9820 

9920 

200 

.. 

3 Mth Emswss Mar-98 

9S49 

9851 

9646 

9743 

72*0 


Juvee 

8337 

9840 

9835 

8105 

37329 

3 Mth ECU 

Mar-98 

9565 

9568 

9565 

1080 

8869 


Mar-98 

9557 

9571 

9567 

481 

6872 

FTSE 100 

Dec-98 

503850 

_ 

_ 

_ 

-E823 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

Setflwnent Price: 516530 



Hoi 





Jan 


Feb 


Series 

CaH 

brpVkri Put 

Imp VM 

Call Put 

Call 

Put 

Can 

Put 

5100 

400 

31 

VU5 

30 


215 

1 

348 

94 

5150 

360 

29 

158 

39 


165 

2 

309 

108 

5200 

328 

29 

176 

29 


H5 

2 

271 

121 

5250 

296 

28 

194 

28 

.. 

68 

5 

237 

139 


Energy -nsaopm 


Brent Crude(S/barrel) On oHfS/tonne) Vim CrudefS/bwral) Prcducte(Snonna) 


IPE 

Last* Cha 

Voi 

IPE 

CJosa Chg 

Vo) 

NYM 

Last* 

Chf| 

spot OF NWEur 

Feb 

*45 009 

8505 

Jan 

wire .. 

TB75 

Jan 

*jg 


OasomeSS 

*850 

Mar 

*36 -002 

Z3758 

Fab 

V4Q75 -UJO 


Feb 

*40 

-007 

Napnno 

*800 

Apr 

*53 -005 

3740 

Mar 

14E25-100 

2939 

Mar 

*5B 

-008 

GasoJ 

W50 







Aw 

*81 

■004 

Fuel 04 (35%s) 

7100 


Commodity Indices CddminsadK iwopm 



Base date 

Last 

Chg 

%Chg 

31 Dec 

%ctigYTD 

Index. 

1970=100 

169.75 

■021 

■QT2 

21526 

-2U4 

Agricultural 

1970=100 

22761 

002 

001 

23123 

-157 

HMJW _ 

1983= ttO 

saw 

■007 

■0.12 

8566 

■3113 

Ind Metals 

1977=100 

154.72 

QOO 

QOO 

168.79 

-634 

LrvesOdi 

1970= W0 

17448 

-104 

■0S9 

19103 

-866 

Prec Metals 

1973=100 

385.17 

399 

105 

46154 

■1691 


La test Unit Trust Prices 




— 

Sol 

Buy 

London SEI 2HR 


2COB4 

939 

SfrC 

QStSS 

UQ2B 

waz 

«Sfi8 

2234 


TSSB5 

*668 

*056 

17172 

10430 

7*60 

■CBS 

4S54 

0003 

9628 

*B2 

MO 

wa» 

1*08 

17« 

1638 

T37J3 

M6Z3 

Bisa 

6734 

2308 

3432 


AJB Gome Thoe Ltd 
4 Battle Bridge Lane. 

Tefc W7I J78 7OT* 

Amnrtcan Strarwjy 
Com 

Ernpoan Strouay 
FTS£ IM ZS0 Mac 
Soared UK hdar 
•3nwwO*ia 
ini a nvaancl Grown 

Japan General 
LtarWy tnermo 
Pacific &sra**3y 
IJK Baar 
■J* &j 
WMei 
UK Safeguard 
UK Smaler Cos 

U3 Idea 

AJCA Equity & Law Unit Trust Manon 
AXA Equity ft Law Hoe, 

Corporation St: Coventry CVI ICD 
Tot WHO 55323* 

Balanced Am 
B alanced Inc 
MErcal 
ttnsaFndmfeAx 

BnoaiiFndni fe av: 

Europe 

Eiata&Fted W 
cab&FtwflniAcc 
Global Oops 
Ngnor Incite 
Hiflhaf hekve 
Japan 

Mann America 
RiiJflL Basm 
UKGwm Ax 
uk G*tn nc 

Bandayi Funm Limited 
II Brudwn Stratford. London. EI5 4BJ 
OntotnerReip Dedc om 522 4000 
SaljtrtMd Trust* 




M 


72S9 7T3£ SJ3 

GUO jr>n 233 
W550 ZZB0 23B 
W20 &&50 444 

WW 444 

<5190 460 IT) USB 

3603 KJ3B0 SS4 
33540 31880 554 

SOSO HUD QT7 

neaoo tezoo 4* 

S56M 931S0 4X 
3E75 3483 000 

4S40 4419Q OM 

3<570 26130 256 

5dQ£0 ema ss 

36*90 39Q30 2fil 


Income Fundi 

Cosh 
GuhAcc 
kteme 
Income Mdsr 

Balanced Funds 

500 

loiTipi 

Gwrai 

Propeny 

Tnaiae 

Growth Kind, UK 

Copiiai 
FtSElOO 
Onnrlh Ax 
Sr* Cos Ax 
SnfirCai he 


0030 10030 &75X 

tJTBO 0180 87S 
7080 75790 337 

Bc - 3 6 0761 457 

5300 56860 207 
TOGO 221 
40360 43130 173 

76550 3U6Q 858X 
78200 300)0 18SX 


Growth Funds - Omneos 
America 

AmerteanRecAa: 

Jspjn 4cc 
Japan he 

Japan Spec Sib 
WcrMntte 


5070 
0040 
56560 60210 

woe 

6225 


18260 165 
13840 180X 

152 
7567 245 
3640 235 


23470 

*430 

90S 


3I7B0 Q0J 
17310 000 
6545 000 

8*36 000 

<031 4270 tHW 

25830 2»?n ass 
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Hah feaxiw he 
Managed income 
Mgd ‘jwmAKcnma 47B7 

Manama 4587 

S™!" Gtafra lnw m nri Fwidf 
PO Bex 14*28 London EI5 4UG 
Brakerilnas 0800 731 2443 
Income Fun*, 

D B t r feu D on 
EqUtv nxme 
aavuHttwc 
Netnaw Fbedw 
MhnoHFidfeWte 

- UK 


Buy hd 

tfalhM (.QOO)F 
5150 5180 710 

4967 5188 7M 

5054 450 

4830 050 


12770 12830 610 X 

17120 *270 434 

64J4 0845 631 

10020 KU50 4 SOX 

126 80 134* 488 


i**ih 6 he Aoc 
3*01 & he hr 
UK Grant) 

UKGrawOi Ax , 

G rowt h Fund, - Omntii 
European Growth 23800 2S180 070 

Etqpn G* 1h 4oc K06P 3SSQ 070 

raramnGrowoi *0* 

ParEaaQwrtiic: TTOtJ 

fg™* Managen Ltd 

Enqi MTI 7H B4S0. Deofinsi 0171 214 1004 
Amwlean Gwth 


114400 121700 ITS 

6C8B0 56250 172 

51740 *50*7 179 

91740 55040 179 


XW50 130 
*090 130 


AirencanSn*C<» 
F jewi'i 
Equry hcoros 

EmpeanG*ei 

EurnpeanSeteci 

Gemun Qw* 

3obaf Bond 
Gkx»i Crown 
hoonePljB 
Japan Qrowih 
Japan Stnroe 
Korea 

POrttoioAcc 
PoiMohc 
Bated Manager 
tKGrawdi 
UKGwn&hc 
UK SnarCoi 
□rarity Fond 
OwT3easGwltiE> 


13170 00®. 

i65» 17*20 ooay 

*««l 15130 030X 

tsoo Or a 42oa 

caao 5*60 >3801 

■U180 4G07D 06OX 

tESJ 10850 050X 

7608 7895 4E0X 

17120 *i«J OBt 
547D 5487 7HH 

9045 KUJO OOOX 
»6« 7933 DOCK 

2188 26.10 OOOX 

33610 35780 ZOOX 

T»Ul 18530 2D0X 
9488 VU0 UXEX 
13530 U430 160X 

8198 8468 430X 

G92o mao iow 


7067 7145 0BX 

IViends ProTld«it Unit Trust Hangers Ltd 
UnfeMf Kingdom Hse. Castle St, 

SiBsbory. wMoMraSFI ISH 
Entp 01722 715834. DeaHoe «7Z2 715815 
Amst Srr* Cm £*40 23080 


American 

Amancan Acc 
Asian Own 
Asan'3nnhAct 
AusoeCan 
Austrabr Acc 
CapQwlHneAec 
CapGwiWnehc 
CapitMQvth 
Equty Acc 
Equty Dot 

EtWcUKEflEiAc 

EtbcLPuEqEih 


0J0 

8057 8585 000 

9026 9599 000 

M250 B2HJ POO 
14880 C87D 000 
«SO 4427D 000 
47300 50400 000 

14420 *330 258 
taw 44U70 258 

«470 1S3S0 056 

061(70 06600 188 

SCITO 56050 186 

0170 13230 2S3X 
12850 12910 253X 


Fund 

Sel 

ajy 

Eurpn Gwth Acc 

JttJBO 

«4U0 

Eurpn Gwth D3trt> 

3/iJU 

*0280 

iranB 

7188 

7867 

Incofira Acc 

36720 

23500 

InadUKSmfrCoa 

■0490 

oam 

hal*Sr*CoiAcc 

12730 

tnso 

bnemaooraJ Bcxxj 

5878 

65.17 

kiO Band Acc 

16760 

17730 

ud iJrowrh 

■CBS 

45.70 

Ina Grcwnh Acc 

8317 

8738 

Jrp Sn* Coa 
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Yet another large step for Mann 


When he was forced to 
give up riding for 
training, Charlie Mann 
had little more than a 
reputation as a fast liver 
and a fast talker. His 
remarkable results have 
proved the doubters 
wrong and, as Richard 
Edmondson hears, he could 
be poised to record his 
biggest success yet at 
Ascot tomorrow. 


If he wins the Victor Chandler 
Chase at Ascot tomorrow. Celi- 
bate will become Mann's best 
friend. Charlie Mann has been 
many things in his life - bon 
viveur. potty jockey and sub- 
marine salesman - but now 
the vision is set solely oq be- 
coming a successful trainer. 
And when it comes to hoardings 
there is nothing better than a 
big-race televised winner on a 
Saturday. 

Charlie James Mann, you 
may remember, was the rider 


who damaged his neck so bad- 
ly that he was banned by the 
Jockey Club doctor from riding 
in Britain. He was told it would 
be madness to continue. 

Charlie, though, preferred a 
second opinion, his own, and, 
most notably, went on to ride Its 
A Snip to victory in the grue- 
some Velka Pardubicka in 1 995 
on an international licence. It 
was like walking to the North 
Pole to prove you didn’t have a 
sniffle. 

Mann rode 84 winners in 
Britain, but has established 
himself more readily as a busi- 
nessman of the bizarre. Apart 
from selling a submarine from 
Hull's docks, he has dealt in 
caviar and American grain. He 
doesn’t mind letting you know 
be has been a bit of a wheeler- 
dealer in his time. 

“I like to think I'm pretty 
streetwise and to survive as a 
trainer you’ve got to be like 
that,” be said yesterday. “From 
riding to training takes a bit of 
doing, and being streetwise 
doesn’t hurt you. If you need to 
make a few quid every day you 


gel out of bed a bit earlier than 
most." 

This is a milestone year for 
Mann. At the end of February, 
be moves from Kings Farm 
Stables to Whitcoombe Park, 
which may only be a mile away 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Pine Ridge Lad 
(Southwell 2.30) 

NB: Sail By The Stars 
(Kempton 3.10) 


on the Ordnance Survey map of 
Upper Lambourn but is light 
years removed in terms of fa- 
cilities. “We’ve got horses all 


over the shop at the moment,” 
be said. “We’ve got only 18 box- 
es in our main yard and we've 
got 36 horses in, eight at vari- 
ous studs and about 50 on the 
books with no room to put 
them all. 

“At the new place well have 
an absolutely top-class estab- 
lishment, including facilities we 
haven’t got right now, 54 box- 
es, horsewalkers, jumping rings 
and 20 acres of land. It’s amaz- 
ing to think that when we start- 
ed less than five years ago I had 
just two horses and a £28,000 
overdraft-" 

Mann will be 40 on the eve 


Move for Moore’s Jeffell 


Followers of the Arthur Moore 
stable seem to be playing up 
their winnings from Graphic 
Equaliser at Leo par dst own last 
Saturday with the trainer's Jef- 
fell the best backed horse yes- 
terday for the Victor Chandler 
Chase. 

The gelding, who was pulled 
up behind Or Royal on his last 


visit to Ascot, was backed in to 
7-1. from 10-1. with William H3L 
Or Royal, in contrast, was 
eased to 5-1 from 9-2. while Mul- 
ligan moved in the same direc- 
tion to 6-1 from 11-2 

Green Green Desert, the 
chief beneficiary from the rising 
of the weights, is 25-1 from 33-1 
with the same firm. 


of the Grand National, and, this 
summer, he marries one of bis 
owners, Susannah Barradough, 
whom he will not exactly be res- 
cuing penniless from a women's 
refuge. “She’s got a lot more 
money than I bave,” he ob- 
served. 

Charlie is not really destitute 
himself and has managed to as- 
semble some wealthy owners at 
his court. The unkind say this 
is because be is very good at 
speaking the stuff you find in 
farmers' fields, but there are 
also figures to back up his train- 
ing skills. Mann has increased 
his total for the four years he has 
held a licence and is on course 
to continue the pattern. “I’ve at- 
tracted the owners through 
good looks and charm I hope.” 
be said. “But, really, it’s results 
basically, and if you get winners 
you get owners.” 

A winner at Ascot tomorrow 
would post an emphatic adver- 
tisement. and to hear Mann talk 
you realise that he has already 
set aside several hours on Sun- 
day morning to take phone 
calls. “He [Celibate] won round 



Manm more than charm 
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1.00 Almond Rock 
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2.40 Darcy 


HYPERION 

3.10 Eulogy 

3.40 MYRTLE QUEST (nap) 

4.10 Salaman 


GONG: Soft. 

• Right-hand coma Practicaly fiat Run-tn of 200yd 

• Course is on A308 at StnWxy. Kempton Parti ratway station arsons courea ADMIS- 
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0 FAVOURITES: 16 wine in 300 races (337%). 

BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: Nona 


ASHFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DJV 0 £4,000 
added 2m Penalty Value £2,658 


1 added 2m Penalty Value £2,658 
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7 9> DUTCH (49) (Tt» Miytar Ftotnerehp) G Enritpr 6 1) S TJMnphy 

8 00 IPOTHEXKES<30)(C0kiRmn)TC&9sy6fil2 ( HARtzgwaU 

9 FP2-P PUIWS(37) (WEOxJey) C Hamsley 6 to C HraADndayP) 

10 SCORPIOS (F444) (Ms C denari) T Ornart B t) 12 SPovreS 

Tl SECRET LOCH (QJ Jones) GBakfcg 6 BCBfetd 

12 Z» SHRQPSHfflEGJL£{28$(ASfcnr«i&MsJSsmeQPH±ra7 tH2_J)ftxmoody 

S WOT NO FAX (F2£) [Karzy46 ftrrtnashp) G L Moore 5 1) fl Johnson 

K 204-P5 CAPSOfFpT) (G A Hifoard) G Hittard 5 07 Uctari Branaan (3) 

-14 tfcdarad- 

BETT1NG: 7-4 Road Race^ll-4 Cod Edge, 6-1 Almond Rock, 12-1 PMne Right; Shropshire Gafe, 
18-1 Dm) Dr Bust, SeoB Loch, Wr* No Fax, 25-1 ether* 

199ft Secret Spmg 5 d 4 M Rthaids 3-1 {P Hedger) G ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Road Racer's (unpeg career could hardly have got off to a woree stun. Paul W«*erh 
charge having fcUen at the (ret ai Windsor six weeks agn Howaver, he has rr»Je hand- 
someanMnds by lant&ig both races s«c* ar Hwitngdon and LutBrnu and he w» meke 
a bold bid tor the hat-tridc. Even so. preference is tor COOL EDGE. Itefc Tbmpkns has 
ta3 3Cme usetii tuxdere ewer the years and ttis swrervyeai-c*d can mete tw firsl ap- 
pasrance over amber a winning one with Tony McCoy boated tor the rids. Cool Edge 
has scored six times on the Flat toe most recent when slamrmig subset*** Irish 2JXJ0 
Guineas and Msh Derby hero Desert King more than t*ro lengths In the Gre*p Three Sad- 
ness Stakes at the Curragh in Apr! Almond Rock is another Warestng lurtfing debu- 
tant The sx-yaar-old is s« with James Fanshave and in the same uwnereNp as when 
wtoning on the level at Salisbury and at the track In 1995 and at Rpon in '096. He feted 
to wfe wish storta Iasi year, hoiieww. Dhine Right fe the firettoat of a mare from the fare 
ly of dual Ascot Gold C141 victor Ankoss. Selection: COOL EDGE 


7 PENTAD (USA) (FB4) (K Aboiah) R ChankTi W XJ B Dunwoody 

8 P REGGIE BUCK (USA) (43) (LRpe)R0S<*<ant)O M W3kringu» m 

9 23 WALK ON BY (16) (Mrs R M HJ) J Khe B 10 HGurot 

C ZAFARABAD 5=195) (Us Bare Bakws) 0 Ndiotoi O O RJohraoa 

ti 0 QU®RJNG (32)(TAf : Frasl)lteHKr*gtttlS JCutety 

C RETDTD (F41) (The L*rty anch) B LkAbtti tt 5 TKent 

O WHAT HAPPENED WAS (F120) (Pai J Duran) M UBada O S VBtenwy 

-ISdecfered- 

BETRHG: 2-1 ZafentetL « Borann, 4-1 Pentad. M Darcy. ^ 1M KW10I F«y, 1 VI AnoBwt MgN, 
OutoUng, 16-1 Unden's Lad, Walk On By, 20-1 Mystic Ridge, 25- J other* 

199ft Sunw Spell 10 10 M A fitzgwafc) ti- 4 fav (N htandason) 16 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

David Mchotean has done wel with the horses acquired tram John Oxxfe yard and ZA- 
FARABAD is a most Interesting jumping recruit The Shemazar gay's sole success was 
it a matoen at Galway (soft) but he fatohed second three times lest season, kickafng 
when beaien a length fey Irish Derby runner-up Or Johnson st Leopsidstown In June and 
fiw lengths by Orchestra SUB m a Gnxp Three at the Currant wide he worn) t*> with 
a fifth behnd Arc third Borgia to the German Derby. Zaferabad should start hie new ca- 
reer successfully and it may be left to letow jumprg recruit Pentad to tolcw him home 
Roger Charltons runner was also snarl on the level and put up a game deploy when 
mastering Paio Sky half a length In the Listed March Stakes at Goodwood in August 
making wtualy al Best of the others should be Borazon, who shaped eutramely weft 
when a th ree l e ngth runner-up bebtod Z - 1 onRanwaichntheFralaJuniorHurdfeatChep- 
stow Darcy wfl be the better for hs first nm over tmber when tfwti behind Upgrade and 
Real Estate here over Christmas Selection: ZARARABAD 


ocl STAINES RFC CONDrilONALS NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
00 1 OLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m 5f Penalty VS^ue £2^06 

W-tt2 MNGOFnCDAWNPQ (BRW JBodl*) NRMiefiel7B0 — B 

3233-3 GAffiTHSON pl) (KT (j* A Ms D Andereon} H KnigM 7 Tt B P Hanley 

0-23*1 ||ACY{t6| (Ms 14 (feprt R Ofcfcvi 5 11 2 — JCAIqw 

33002 BQZDflS) (B J M Rysfl B Ryal 7 h 0 .LQiaraewP) 

&3II4 WELSHSItJ{(3fl(D)(MsDEBtacSata4)DGardDto6©'E SophtaUWiM 

WO SNOWY PETREL («3) (TbetyFiafennersflWC ton 6 DB — 

63433- SUFCRRAPIBf (251)^3 HdtenfiGHutlbadfie 3 _Ra*wp) 


loTwl EASTER HERO HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 
added 2m Penalty Value £4,765 

1 44F61 RANDOM ASSAULT (NZ}pB)(D) (The Random Lob DNchdnn 9 11 13... R Thornton 

S 221-1* SUBLIME FH10W (48) (D) (Bcry MftSraffi) N Herdason 8 It 9 J! A FfegwMd 

3 1CPP THUMBS UP p8) fCO) fI4rsB Taytar) G UcCor! t Ti 3_ l*DHamey(7) 

4 36-322 MOfBTOCX (21) (D) [to M rartMim) R Hodges 6 Xi 8 TDtoeatibe 

5 LP.FPF FALMOUTH BAY (Q (V) Uames lAartm) O Sherwood 9 B6 J A McCarthy B 

6 1230- JUST BRUCE (299) (DMAUheahlMreE Heath a tlQ A Thornton 

7 2-P331 ROBINS PRDEpI) (D) fttoete Staple 4 Urt^afns) C Popham B e 0 _G Tojmey 

8 GF1-3 SLEAZEY(21) (^(JGOTJeaO JG0 NbI 7C0 S Curran 

-Srfednd- 

MoBnumw&rpc 10s. Trvttenc&xp*eigltt:Jusi Bruce sst 13B), RoUns Pixie 9a 26, Sleazy 8a 12b. 
BETTING: 11-4 SobEns FeDo* 3-1 Mmtock, 74 Reodom Assam 9-1 Just Bruce. 9-1 RoUra 
Pride, 10-1 Ttaenbe Up, 14-1 Sfeaag 20-1 Faknouth Bay 
1997: Super TeacsS it 3 P HenSy © S2 bn (P. Alner) 7 an 
FORM GUIDE 

MORSTOCK has found one too good m hs last three starts, most recently when beat- 
en sot tengihs by Robtae Pride Si Wtocanron on Baring Day. However. Morstock was 
some ten lengths dear only to crumple on landing Tree fences out rhai day and it uhS 
come as a swpnse if he tafls to turn the form around with a 16b advantage Random A»- 
sautt, siccessJul over fences in hs napve New Zealand, gatoed hs first success smee 
he iosvng Oawl ffchdsons team when stamnwig Bamageera Boy five lengths al Utrov 
eter tour weeks ega Bamageera 3oy had prewousfy Deafen market leader Flying Instructor 
six lengths at Haydodc so the form a usefii. and Random Assadt rraght prcMde most 
danger oHBQb higher mark. Sublime Fellow had a yBat time last term. chaOdng up five 
victories and he went ft at Warwick on Ws renin making afl and fencing ftuentty to beat 
Codteen Hwo rare lengths. (*ck Hendereonls runner finished a weB-beahsn last at tour 
behnd Native Mssron at Warwick nne days ahervrerds but wB pose a t«g threat it back 
to Ns hwe Thumbs Up has a good wmrvng record Mr the years and wae a course and 
defence scorer on heavy ground n 199S. txn has been puled i£ when taied off n both 
a ni w i p K the term. Selection: MORSTOCK 


fa ' Tnl HANWORTH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 
J * IU ) added 3m Penalty Value £5,129 

1 W-3P CAH1BOO GOLD (USA) (21) (D) (Ms 6 C NsSson) KBaiey9 TT O N WMemsan 0 

2 GK6 AHOUNDTNEGALE (22) (TjMtoey) DGandoBoTlt 9 JtDumoody 

3 1P»P GIVENTIME (20) (D) (L G Kritw) A Tinel O T] 9 L Harvey 

4 n-SFZ HEKaiYOURSELF pO) (C) (Vh T Brtxwi) J GJkiri 9 11 6 BBowal 

5 TIUnJI SAIL BY THE STARS (35) (D) (T F F ton! T ftnii 9 T1 1 S Wynne 

8 rO-C* EULDGY (22) (D) (Nchotas Cooper) R Bone 8 1) ft. ..MAFtognkt 

7 PI-354 ORSWBXLADplQ (RMEWtgltQ PHchbs 9 08 A P McCoy 

8 S22t5 GQLDBCWWT {35)(D) (Us S Wffla) GBaUrgSOS BFarton 

9 USft-F THUCTEWYp6)(RJ JerkyMssH KnlgW9T0D JCdfety 

-9decfered- 

BETTING: 10000 Sal By The Stare. 94 Eulogy. 6-1 CwtooGctd. 132 Hedee u iyo ur sNt.TN»cbany, 
7-1 Around The Geia. 150 OraweO Lad. 8-1 Svendme, 10-1 Gokfenswtft 
1997: Dears DwetOtinC Maude iMpEtafei 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The softer the ground ihB better SAIL BY THE STARS wfl Ste R. Ten Foreferh mare land- 
ed her first three races over hurries m 1996-97 before making a wirtnrg chasing bow at 
Windsor m February The nme-year-otd was beaien when she blundered and unsealed 
rwo out <n the race TMOchefTy won by a neck tram Goidenewtt al Uttoaeier next time 
but can rake care of that par hare Her stable was out of torn, when Sal By The Stared 
was thud to Spri^ Gafe at uttneter n November on her reappearance end she has sfece 
returned io the wmers enclosure at Lngfeld. stamnm g Kamfcaze atx lengths when 3b 
wrong vt toe weghts She goes off only a -db fester mark tf»s tkne RedeernyoweeH left 
ns rwo previous runrangs Tw season way behind when beaten ton lengths by Arfer Mole 
at Sardown - the ttwa ten lengths away - and he rates the main threat raetog off the 
same ratng Eulogy, winner oi an Irch poim-to-poim in 199& held a cfeer lead orty to tefl 
rwo fences out behnd Parfiannentanan at Sand own in March. He obfeged at Ascot on Ne 
return but has been let down hs ringing n both starts smoe. Cartooo Gold had a 
fine tme last term, scoring on tour occasions but was a remote last of three ftofehers In 
Monks S Gharri s race a Ungftetd on Ns rehin and was pided up before the ttth r the 
Welsh National Setecdon: SAIL BY THE STARS 


K1 WALTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 4Y0 
rJ 2m Penalty Value £2^96 

5 ANOTISI WOfT frt) (Megan DnroOag StekS) P itophy ® ® JfFterari 

3S BCO»2DNfn)(MArener8MssJBroariMSBNTi«wvOw«6XT» .CUmrSyn 

3 DARCY pD) (Rddwais Lmaad) N Catalan CIO NWMmw, 

UNDEtreiADFTntaecaiaro&SefwaraPUicaansiJJrtQraiOtl .-PHitte 

PD MYSnCRtDffi(27)(P9ymB)BCuieyUe Mr K R OUyan (7) 

WCHOL RFTY (F72) (Lloyd aedackt M 'fanpkns t) H Thornton 


[Al ASHFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DIV II) £4,000 
1TJ added 2m Penalty Value £2.658 

tC COIWSS POINTER (34) (RCwaa«5).J Eustaoe5 OC SMeNafl 

0WJ- ERIIYNS PET (430) (J DaraaS) D Mans 7 1) U - DMonte 

2 tSUOff pQtCJBu«ehPHcbbB5»T2 — — ROamroody 

>F2 HEDGE ANCHOR MAN CIOfllArsncryM Green) A Foder 7 OB. A Thornton 

KRfSCUFFE (FBfi) (P A iris) 0 Senwod 5 0 12. MfScfatefa 

0 LEAD WM ON (USA) (27) fS Coiertcrt) K Cr^ertard 5 T) B N WMamson 

I) MR SPEAKER (FS) (David Allan) G Daverf 5 D B R Thornton 


MUSSELBURGH. 


HYPERION 

1Z50 Justin Mac 1.20 George Dillingham 1 JO 
Lord Of The Rings 2J20 Noble Tom 2.50 Rob- 
ingo 3-20 Pgriah 3^0 Hurst Flyer 

G0W& Chaw cow* -Good to Soft (Scftn placed: HtKtoc** 3 ® 
Soft (Good to Sort fnpfecaa). 

• ftght-hand oval course with tjtfffbjiia. __ 

• Courea is 5m E of Bdrtxitgh on A\ Ednbngh st gan 5nt A P; 

MISSION: Qub £12 Qumocs 16-25 & studente £6 

(OAPs end unemployed £3). Under-tos free CAR RARttFrea 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Hammond 20 winners from 18 races 


1 -4 o n I STAKIS CASINOS NOVICE HURDLE 
»^ U 1 (CLASS E) (DIV H) £2,400 added 2m 

1 25tt2 GEORGE D01WGHAM (15) D Sntih 8 Tl 5 LWyvr 

2 P-P5 TNYOUGOBUJE (21) H AkaafoR- 6^5 JbTJB»ry(7) 

3 204*0 JACK DOPN (18) Mn S B>a*ume 3 TI 5 Jtr M (5) 

4 6P0P HQUKAPt ftT) J H Jchnson 5 tl 5 ADotttiB 

5 0FO REALLY LISSUL (9) MbahurtarC n 5 POrteny 

6 5«W WSTEJUy(27)JfitzGerakt'ti5 ...FLaaby{3) 

7 3432 Bf?OADGArERYHU74)P)DLarTtj4TlD J&ato 

8 25 tmAL«E(9)MfSniT*«f->07 Rtterflty 

9 STTWFAMQCADIrtOn^WBBteBy 4 ^ 

• 9 (jadand — 

BETTING: 7-4 George DSBogham. 3-1 Straftm Goto, 7-lFeef A Una, 8-1 
Wesferty, 10-1 Haa9y UacM, Brotegda Flyec 12-1 ethers 


(346%). J H Johnson 17-94 (8.1 %V P MonfeMi «W5fn3*. 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: B Storey 15 mns from Vfi A D^- 
bto 13-99 (J31%L P tfiven t2-71 (1S9%), P ^*erry TI-37 (2Q7%). 

> FAVOUftTES: H2 races frgn 270 recea 

BUNKERS) FBTST TINE H»VMa (1250). NoufcaH (1201 Ftorf- 

ah(3^0).Rontovedra (vrsored. 250) 


[ Te n) STAKIS MAYBURY SELLING HANDICAP 
»-^ u l HURDLE (CLASS G) £3,000 2m 


fcnTJ STAKIS CASINOS NOVICE HURDLE 
5,w l (CLASS E) (DIV I) £2,400 added 2 m 

B» JUSnNMACpZHD) J RzGaad7Tl B . 

63 HOH EXPRESS {22) J fttriBdflri 6 tl 5 


, “■ sasm^hp 158 ^ 

5 8HM9IG EXAMPLE J J OWe(6 11 5 -J-Wgr 

6 tPI SUira PEARL ‘ 

7 004 SLH0BSES84SATK)Nf4Q RlfcDonakI5 11 5 

B.OWW THEVAIEWRkW<fi»arBTl5 =r7 -. 

9 « COUNTTDNY p2] (D) M HainijondAil 0-— .- — -RGjJ™ty 

V w WYMWfS LADY (BOB) (D) MS II Reveiey 7 h D p fs »* n 

- io d e c la red - 

SETTING: evens Juatte Mac, 6-1 Count 6-1 *Mry ardL g »T-f Kins 

01 TNevK, 154 Hoh Espreea. 20-T ShWnB EBaapfe. 25-1 «*• 


1 53P21 HURATORWCT(2t0(C^I*feKVE3gan7BODGi3Bjw 

2 -61P42 TTgBWtfM (31)(CD) (Bf) PLtarastfia h T3- ---A Do bfen 

3 

4 33 « BW« (USA) (16) (CO) SCfertt 9 It 6 WwHOrtp) 

5 .M25 SCARAHEN p9) (D) r Storey YJ n 5 - . t- 8 - 8 ** ? 

6 3460B PROPHnSPWre(9)(D)PMor®ttiBtil . 

7 P0G25 ROYAL THB4 (10) (BF) JkredbS tl B — - — ECdfegteg Y 
B 8EB60> CAPOWTM«a®)(fi0BO)ariBQBB9 - -Mtotorey 

9 2600 SANDABAR (30) JH Johnson 5 IDS — ---ASatUft 

V 29696 CHAflUSTJONA(44)(D)JDoda>7«4 H “S£25 

71 3ERM- EXftUSK)N (464) (D) J HstheriDn 9 1>3 — TStofefll (7) 
B *406 KBW®»fl6)(D)COrant7100 -- -CMcCo macfcp) 
BSWD4 MOUNTAtH DREAM (21) R Allan 5 BO ----- 

tt -23453 LORD OF THE RINGS PO) F MipnyB CO - MrSj teBCkg) 

* OQQp SAG»tttSHRCHlBfp1)JJOT«lCM00 PCartWTy 

- 15 declared - 

Urenum eetelC tost haneb^ ^ tounam 

Oreem fist Tifir. Lord 01 The R*ps 9a 10b- Seg«(utfi^6er 90 

BETTING: 02 Opera Fan, 11*2 fair And Fancy, 6-1 Trienrtfum, Bahec 7-t 
SSS£m uSor The Ring*, to-i Royal Then, 12-1 ethers 


roonl STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO NOVICE 
<m * u \ CHASE (CLASS E) £4,200 added 2m 

T 02JB4 ADVANCE EAST (17) (0) M Dora 6 tj J . _ . TReed 

2 VMS BR0C1UNE BAY 03) (D) Ite M fteety 9 tt 4 .PWwn 

3 2-1223 CMNA MUG (46) (D) (BF) J PfeGeted 7 1, 4„ PCarberry 

i P44ZP- CLAVBVMG (311) 8P) J H Johnson 8 tl 4 . . . A Dobbin 

5 3PWF COtffiT J0K5) (21) H Alaanrter 6 n 4 „ . fl McGrath (3) 

6 0054 nUJRUUUY CASTLE (36) (0) J FtoGerad 6 tt 4 

Fleshy (3) 

7 4544>3 MOSS PAGEANT (16) FWahonB ft ■» - - -BStorey 

8 JtBZ? NOBLE TOM (Z7) <D) P fades 6 Tl 4 .. . DCaBaghe, 

9 PlP-02 PWSONS GRE9I BOV (1R W Kprp 6 Ti 4 . 

C McCormack (S) 

V 00003 RIUGOWS FLAME (13) V Thonpscn 5 1) 5 MrMThompeon 
- 10 declared - 

BETTING: 74 Broctune Bey, 4-1 Advance East M FMeona Flame. 11-2 
Moss Pageant IMCNna King. 7-1 Nobio Tom, 16-1 CUvwfng, Paraone 
Green Boy, 20-1 Others 


loon) STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 

1 223-43 BOLD BOSS fK) (CD) GMUxre 3120 .. — JCalaghan 

2 324-2P DUAL IMAGE (151 (D)(BF) JfajGenkJtt m2. -PCarteoy 

3 -2B41 MARBLE MAN (21) (D) M fai B n 9 DBenttey 

4 yT221 RALLEGIO (14) (D) P MorSedh 9 n 7 A Dobbin 

5 4-2542 RWlAH(t5J(D)M7briuffer9M3 PMeanB 

6 OF/1- WOOOBRIDGE (357) F LfcjpriyP ft 2 MrSDuradtfi) 

7 03333 TOMBRODtE (39)(D)(BF) JHJohraonBn 2 ECaBaghte 

8 4330-1 ARCTIC SANDY (9) (CD) J Ofaer 6 if 0 (So) B Storey 

-edectarad- 

BETmiG: 7-2 Bold Boat 6-1 Dual Image, 11-2 Mart* Man, 61 bmBrodto, 
13-2 RMeqfe- 7-1 Pariah. Woodbddge, 8-1 Arctic Sandy. 


STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO NOVICE 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
2m 4f 


\ 0 gol STAKIS MAYBURY CASINO HANDICAP 
^ ,JU I HURDLE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m 

1 42tW LETHAL COCKTAl (21) (D)JH Johnson 3 it T P Caberry 

2 030/46 ROBWGO(42) JNwfc9n2. . Mr S Dureck @) V 

3 n-M SHONARAS WAY (38) (0) P Mcroash T C n . ^Dobbin 

4 e/B3 TOPOHOtORTHRACING (21) P BvamoiJ 05 . - .. 

. BGrafesip) 

5 42-4130 PONTEVHJRA (29) K Mcrgan 5 » 0 ASSmWl V 

6 P6W22 DENT1CULATA (13) (D) P Sponwood O tlO S Taylor (51 

7 PU555 ROBARAfl3) SleatonarB»0 . . . .BHanUng 

8 U.PO-0 Wfl (13) VThorrpsontf t)Q fl WSHnson (5) 

-aoecteed- 

Uinmunwagtr to a true roneficap FcrrtveiW J* 1 S*. C&fiaj& 

oasnaa flofaraSaiia (w7sr ntt> 

BETTING: 04 RoOlngc. 5-2 Topomeitortf! racing. 3-1 Shonarai Wby, 6-1 
Denbodata. tO-i Pontevedra, 12-1 Lethal Goektal, 25-1 othare 


1 44FB31 UTTLEDUKE (31) (CD) Mrs S Brarixme 0 T? O 

— ...Mr M Bradbome (5) 

2 3F30 STONESBY (27) (BF) GMMbcreS n 5 -JCMagfem 

3 vq2 F0RZAIR(13) JJOT4efl61t 5 PCtebeny 

4 0P-33B THESHYRADRE(T04) ISerhpfeS It 2 B Marring 

5 00-05 ONYOUROWN (55) (W)JH Johnson 5 1012 ASSrtdfi 

6 0P-7U pMMnVEKEART(«)(D)HAteaPdBt6»9 AUcGnth^) 

7 331332 REAL FBTE (53) M Meaner 4 -03 F Leahy (3 

6 F«W PRNCE OF THYNE (31) Mi J Goodfeto* B B 3 

. MrS Dwack (5) 

9 1-0P33 HURST F1YER (18) F Mjrtaqh 6 Cl ADcbbet 

t) ClO-to HEK3HTHOFFAIIE(4Q JHahen»>7 BO — -LWyW 

r P-303P DELfGHTFDOL (31) P ftan7 BO C McCormack (5) 

12 9X1 HIP HOP (1449) U Pei 9 TOO DBanctoy 

-12 Hectored - 

Urawm IDs* True hane&cap w&g/t: DebgWexX Sat Tib, Up Hop Ost 
BETTING: 4-1 Hurst FTyet 9-2 Stnnesby, 5-1 fatzafe 6-1 Uttte Ekike, 7-1 
Primitive Heart. 8-1 Onyouroanw Iteaf Hie, 12-1 others 


SOUTH WELL, 


nrfinl RYEGRASS HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV (2.00 
1 .Uu , n £ 3.000 added 6 f 

— — 7 „ — , nrvKur G 


HYPERION 

12J3QSeanchaIljWlceAge1-30MrFortywrinks 

2j00 hfister Aspecto 2^0 CNna C^tie 3.00 Cruz 
Santa 3450 Pine Ridge Lad 4.00 ~Do|an Hero 


GQIMG; Standard. STALLS: toside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Mkktolo h^h up to nil 
0 Ffcrasanri surface: loft-hand sharp, oval ccxrsa. 

0 Crane, is an 5m W of Newrk. ft*»ton MBnajan ^ne» 


ADMtSStOft cu> ES; Tettereaes us tw«- 'TVZ. 

arnond Cfcb fit araarraanfed uider W ti^ 

#L£AOWGTBAWBt&M Johitetoa 42- 208 (202* 5,5 

40323 P2A* A J L Eyre 3*229 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Quinn 30446 (67»l LC*«moek» 

(mi DMD MdUHtei 2B-2SB (BS^. ^ 3ZC<m ' V 

• FAVOUimBS: 466 races from 1/UJS ese^s 

BLM(ERa>FIRSTT1ME: tte«lGa«ienertia05 Prtorta**--^ 

H o B ow e y Matody (330L — 


1 00400- GADGE{53)(D)ABaaey73T3 

2 DM25- fCEAGE(48)RW#ams4 96 

3 fioCOO- UNSHAKEN (B^E Atom 4 813 - -StowrieS 

4 44000- CABWDWips)(D)DBan«r4 88 DeanUcKewnS 

5 304-40 SUPBtAPPAROSWSR3ore*ig48 7 C T eague ( 3)J0 

6 na» SUNSET HARBOUR »SKet*«a 565. 

7 00046- NAPOLEON STAB 05) (CD) Uss JOare7S3TW8fame4 V 

5 00400- SKEWON COUNTESS (81) RHcfineheed56 t - -JOwnnB 
9 66000 RIPlSH pB) T Eflttringnn 4 7 O IChtonncfc ll 

^ (MM aaWBBNGHOPEp)DShaw<71tt_ 

n 00000 SM«SHSmiPPBf(4HO)MChapnan77tO. .F Norton 7 
-lldeetared- 

BETTING: 7^ taAae. 4-1 Sunart Hwtw MGedBO^Mppw 

8-1 ^ 1 rr‘ | T* " M - Napoleon Star. T W GBeaneiteg Hope, 1*-1 afwra 


l o nn l daisy claiming stakes (Class F) 

^■ uu l £3,000 added 2m 

1 00550 GOLDEN HADEER (11) (CO) M Ryan 79 9 P UcCabs(3)2 

2 S32O0 MlSTSt AS>ECTO (78) (C)(D)M Jrt*a3n599.DHolend5V 

3 .0400 HILLZAH (USA) (48) (C) R fesaran 09 7 JfBaaaren(5)t 

4 2035- PRIVATE FtXTURE (39) (C) D Mato 797 . J) Sweeney (3)4 

5 MM AL2DTIC (11) J Norton 591 ... . JFenrtna* 

6 63412 / CHAHAYA TIMOR (J3Q RSrmKen69i SDroeneS 

7 32210 BROOSSA (38) (D) Ms M Re*ley tt! 8 G SCopprSJS 

B 4804. PHARUf DANCS) (2^ (C BF) J Hethertri 9 B 0 . A Dihare 8 

9 O40ffi TOP PRIZE (7) (CD) U ftioan O 8 n GBadwel9V 

-9 declared - 

BETTING: 54 Mlsur Aspecto. 4-1 Brodeasau Prtvato Flow. 5-1 Ptiarly 
Dane*. 01 ChahayaTenot 1M Goldeii Hartaar, top Pitre. 10T inhere 


i- A o n ) cowsup uMrrED stakes (Class d) 

^■ JU I £5,000 added 1 m 4f 


<cwss ” 

1 3P0&6 W&LAGH HHJ. LAD (It) (HF) N Llkitften SJ 


25006 pefewESsra 

issas 

lUnii mcecinenr S RweilQ 4 B 5 ““v*L.n 


6 (MOM Cjtageg 4fl 

7 45000- KD OMjmmQ ^ I flSw TO 


s 

1? SK 


J Sr3»MHS! T u 

m Ensign, SeancW, 01 W Eepren, Prte«Motoi4 10* omere 


YT*n\ BUTTERCUP AMATEURS HANDICAP 
1^1 (CLASS G) (DIV 1) £3, 000 added 1m 3f 
1 S5348- »W«raBBIHHJ{J3q{PiPe«rean7JfrAB|anaCT9V 

2 3^2 HRH>RTYW»«S(9)JLE>TC-<bO . 

3 0M45 (HWt^PtACECTllBUe^TBIU^JLUwrri^ja 
‘ ““ 

5 OB440 CAHOLAGAW(J1fl(CIflN5cfi*693-*lrWFa*«to(7)8 

B 2330 MOUSHF LUTTBIP OO) 

7 earn- 

g 3B30 SAMFraflSZJtCJflFahBy^SS - -MrCJtee^p)^ 

9 00003F RUTHS GAMaE(J3S) Vs L JW* ^ 1 * 

V e5M HeWfWCHr(15lltoAcJ3rfOTS9^A^^toWl2 

q 4006 ACSfBLS DLft^S fr*XD ) > 9 3. MrsSBoetoyS 

-t2ded8Tod- „ 

ifcMBaeptftrab Tn#hante«^i ! ™ st ' Kn Z nBS ,2S - ^ 

na rm Jrt#i fctrtuS D:&iJ 3sf 5& _ ..... 


7-t Footafa FWte; 1M Orans* Plata, 12-1 Sam Pw&. tv tatm 


T 5002 RL1AL (13)(DMBF) JPBwr»593 . J4 Wflgham 4 

2 00002 CMNACASrLE(4KCOKBF)PHa*m59l LCteTO*6 

3 3*50 FIELD OF VISION (39) Mrs ASwrterk89i .,. wp «Yg 

4 060- PRCHWHTER(JIBJ(qBLJew»yn79i T yWHaws TB 

5 1800 »mBR00STffl(JBR(CD)ANe«3ii«6vtA«*rtngT 

6 03402 DtCXTUHPW(7)BS™r14 8Tl - 

7 on»- PROTOCOL (SD)l*s 3 Lareyman 48 tt DHeflandS 

-7deetared- 

BETTING: 5J Ct*B Castle. *-1 RBfflae Beoatof. 5-1 FBIM. 7-1 Dick Tuipto. 
01 Protocol 101 FWd Of Vision. 2 0-1 Prtzaflghtar 

l 0 nn l BUTTERCUP AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) (OlV II) £3,000 added tm 3f 

i ■fAFTUN (JIB (C) G MUoorefi it 7 Nr G Markham (7) 5 

j StALA^WMO^r^atl? . ^NChagranmi 

3 OOOOS MV HANDYMAN (J«)DBarter7t8 . MrsCMfiarre® 4 
t 40960 NOSEY NATIVE (43) (0)J Peace 5 *9 M«LPeareeT 

5 0056S AJDAR (14MCD) L*s S Larryman 7 . tfcsHttan»P)9 

6 4S50 0 RAJNDEB? QUEST (J16) (CO) J t. Ev^* c- ^ 

7 X64D HADAMLl)CTtBO)jSfMrec<X)T ^ »|5>TSpMrtoflS)‘ 

8 .5300 CHARUECHANG(JlflBUwie*ynS90 >*MEJJore*ffl11 

g QKW1 CRUZ SANTA (11) (CD) UO^xiar- 5 97 Un SBcetyS 
0 00004 ISEEWUSYWiEY(7)MftM«493 MrVLJsrtAAttB 
n 0003 DOUBLE ECHO (7) Jfletoei MrJCtwtey ft>no 

e 0000 BAUYK6SANGH. LKs3) N Bjcrii 5 3 3 MiWfaaron(na 

- 12 declared - 

Wn:93* tS«»»&teev992feODi«-Ww9soe. ttaffrussayrma 
BETTING: >i Nosey Native. 02 ShelaaL 01 Cnn Santo. 0t KattuaW 
Aider. Ranleer Quest. 14-1 Madam Lucy. 101 other* 


fo oh I BLUEBELL SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
G) £2,500 added 71 

t 30445 AWESOME VgmjRE (4) (CD) M Chapman S3 C-F Norton 5 

2 OCED0 AXEMANftOO) NLetmoden68 12 ADaiy(3)11 

3 3S2-40 SJDN LEDGER (7) (CD) ta N tfecafey 9 B t..DBJffi|610V 

4 4&W JAMAICA BRIDGE P9) (C) Mrs ANssjghton BB C 

ACtfhane3 

5 4080-5 MU-ARR1K (13) G Oktcyd B B T2. K Hodgson 7 V 

6 (430-3 PtfC RIDGE LAD (14) (CD) J L Eyre 8 8 12 OPIM1V 

7 50660 ROYAL CASCADE (58) BMdtennaae ...e RtgMon (7) 4 

8 5Q60O AL AVA CONSONANT (14) J Bethel « S7 SDrown*12V 

9 00000 AMY LEIGH (20HC) JHWfari 587 AMsdraya 

0 40004 BONYALUA MIL (ti) (C) A Streeter 4 B7 — RHavfti f^9V 
Tl 5D063 HOLLOWAY M&OOY (4) B McMahon 5 07.- . .l.NBBton 6 B 
C 000 JUSTSlDMIt(10) WGMTisner4 87... . _D Sireeney (3) 2 

-12 declared - 

BETTING: 01 Pine Rkfee Lad. 11-4 Ebon ledger; 01 Awesome Vartan. 
101 Holloway Melody. 12-1 Axeman, Bonyrtu Min, 101 others 


I Xfi n l PRIMROSE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

^■ w i £4.000 added 1m 

1 00000 SASEB»(USA)(i4}PHMtogat)0 GCtoterS 

2 030-3 TKUANHBIO(71(DBF}lftsMFtaetay79t!__ ACrAmS 

3 02600 DBJA SOLEfl- (USA) (13) (D) VScar»69 T2~ ..C Rutter 11 

4 2WM- BBfTICO (71) (CO) UsNUacateyg9T1 D Hogs 13 V 

5 50006 PRBDEH GBeRADON (9) DArbutfra 59 7 DMfestB 

6 66435- BOWCUFffi (BO) (D) (BF) E AfeSai 7 9 7 JtfcfeeiTO 

7 00000 KINGCHSP BOV (14) (CO) M RyanSSS. ACterk7V 

8 06203 BLOODING AMAZWG(^ (D) JLEyre4 94 R Lupin 9 

9 0611-1 GOPMBt5HAMPARK($(CD}PFelgde694$Bri 

G Partin (3)1 

» 52600 SQUARE DEAL (J27)(Ct^S3owrhg 79 i_C1bagueW IB 

n 0000-1 Pl£ASUHETWCK(4>[GD)ErtBa78t3<B«) 

KbnTMder15 

XL SWO HSMUJTAWD(9)SK«fe«l4 8t1 PFredotetep)14 

O H3OCI0 GOLDENACE(93)(D)flSc*er589 DoanHcKeownG 

u 348W EUROQUEST (4) (C) D Mchcfc 4 fl 4 F Norton 12 

6 4X05 DANCING DESTINY (2B) (BF) R Bstoirtl 6 7 O..LCtBmoc* 2 

« 00054 M%MLUNE(14)AMMand4 7H D Wright 4 

-T6dectored- 

Mremumiwgft 7» n» true hanJesp w&gfit tnpanal LBV 73 m 
BETTING: 7^ Godmefsham Park, 01 Trojan Hero, 0) BredRa 01 Bara 
ns. Bkxrming Arnazte^ 101 Pleasure Dick, 12-1 HlfajuML 14-1 other* 


Challenger takes a fall 
instead of narrow failure 


there on the same ground last 
time and he’s quite well hand- 
icapped,” ihe trainer reported. 
“I think Or Royal is a two-and- 
a-half-mOe horse and Mulligan 
has got his jumping problems, 
so they’ve al! got us to beat. He’s 
a decent little horse, he's in 
great form and he worked re- 
ally well the other day. 

“Mr Dunwoody wanted to 
ride him [though Mick Fitzger- 
ald actually takes the mount] so 
thai is always an incentive to urn 
a horse, but even if be wins we 
won't be satisfied. We’re still 
very hungry and marriage won’t 
stop that. Well still keep going 
forward hopefully." 


CaDis oe Bay won an eventful 
John Bull Chase at Win canton 
yesterday in the colours of the 
former Pink Floyd guitarist 
Roger Waters. But the frustrat- 
ing Challenger Du Luc's run of 
seoonditis came to an abrupt end 
when he landed on the floor at 
the fourth-last fence when go- 
ing ominously well. 

With only Stately Home left 
standing - his other two rivals 
Am Irak Express and Hying 
Again were both pulled up - 
Oliver Sherwood’s rune-year-old 
came home with 10 lengths to 
spare under Jimmy McCarthy. 

“People crab C-allisoe Bay 
for his jumping but he’s always 
trying and not really a natural 
jumper,” Sherwood said. “But 
he's my hack at home and a 
real star. 

“I will have to look serious- 
ly at the Racing Post Chase at 
Kempton now and though he's 
in the Cheltenham Gold Cup 1 
think the races are too close to- 
gether. If he won the Racing 
Post Chase that would be bis 
Gold Cup." 


Nevertheless, Coral reacted 
by halving Callisoe Bay’s Gold 
Cup odds to 50-1 from 100-1 
and extended Challenger Du 
Luc’s price to 35-1 from 25-1. 
The same firm also cut Escart- 
figue to 40-1 from 50-1 after 
David NicbolsoD’s novice can- 
tered to a facile win in the 
Grade Two Towton Chase at 
Wetherby. 

Challenger Du Luc’s rider, 
limy McCoy, bounced back to 
win the novices' handicap chase 
on Capenwray. described by his 
trainer. Jeff King, as “the un- 
luck) est home I’ve ever trained”. 
In a race that resembled a bat- 
tlefield with only four of the 16 
runners completing the course, 
Capenwray had luck on his 
side this time as he managed to 
overcome a final-fence blunder. 

Jonothan Lower, the first 
jockey to ride in Britain despite 
being diagnosed as diabetic, 
did not enjoy the perfect return. 
His only mount, the 2-7 chance 
Totally Yours, was defeated by 
the 33-1 shot Americanval in the 
claiming hurdle. 


6 0030 MUALLAF(31)(l*sA WxOntJMrsABbrxJowflCU. — JAMcCartfrf 

9 MYRTLE QUEST (FTT)(BotiflwrotonSSaEte^RChaton 6 1) 12 APMcCoy 

1) NEWR6JNG(Blffeyta)JGftrf61)6 LAapnip) 

11 mu ROARING 5PRWG (8S0) (Utoy Uoyd Wttto) N Hareferscn 8 V t? . -..V A flzg»raM 

12 TISSUE OF UK (F4S) (The No Hssste Partnerdna) J Ateturs! 5 t)T2 .GBredtey 

0 BP VDtLA PTOMERE (90) (B W Gate) P Ltapfry 6 1) E „.Rfanart 

tt ROS£MOH£GIRL(F105) (MBSTMan)N7rtbvDanes5f)7. CUreoByn 

-14 declared - 

BenWG: 01 MM, 7-2 Myrtle QuesL 4-1 KadB* Anchor Man. 11-2 KriscMfe, 01 New Rtotag. 10 

1 Roaring Spring, 101 Compare Power. Roteraore Girt, MuaBai, 201 other* 

199ft see dhteon one 

FORM GUIDE 

Myrtto Quasi won a Fist hanefcap raidar 9M 13tJ here n September on good to frm go- 
ing but also had torm on an easy surface 1STTOFF. another tanner useful Flat racer - he 
scored ttyee tones, twice last year - shaped wed on h«s Jumping debut when runner-up 
to a previous wavier In (toad Racer at uidtow before Christmas, and can go one better 
even if he woUdafeo prefer better ground OlverSharwood)) Kriccllfle mss a wtmer on 
the Flat to -885 for Geoff Lewsb stable. His farm deteriorated but he was on tost when 
mpiaced at NewcasifB in October on his few! start Selection: ISTTOFF 


(a ini ROYAL MAIL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 
^ ,IU I added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £3,778 

1 PfliQ SIOTH TOO (35) (CD) (Smiffi UareJeb iteri Co) MreJ Rirran id n 12.. _ . Rfanant 

2 FW25- PEATOWOOD (346) (CD) (Pete TApin) M Chanron « flit A Thornton 

3 71-430 DEYkNAR (34) (T J Wtctey) D Gardrifa 6 11 tl R Dunwoody B 

4 1-F4P2 ROttL PH31 (NZ) (2Q) (D) [A M Qwfngton) A J Wison 11 11 4~- R Greene 

5 O01/4 WAD(USA) pO){ABnBrBCktey)KCrinert«tBTl 3-^ S Wynne 

6 5164-4 T0MPETM (fO) (Feftfa Ud) N Tmston-Daves 7 n D . — CUeweByn 

7 0JBP3 OttRI@raWELL(3Z)(Brttrgslto)GBafeto()1)t)U .MrEBabtogwip) 

8 340E2 JOWAL MAN (3Q ftfrs B Ifercftant) R OSrSran 9 10n — — llAFtagernid 

9 20032 &EWERDS FffiST (15) (The Odd DtEBn) S Sfcltr 6 O T) CMbbffl 

t) 1P22B- T1PPWG THE LME (425) (D) (Uecorii J Spencer) J R Best 809 . . ..NIMfanan 
it 64055 PETTAUGH{55)(D)iGA}tbbenJ)GHctnrdfli02 R Johnson V 

12 00-42 ISIS DAWN (l^fElF) (Mart Bob DtoeRP Hobbs 6 t)l G Tommy 

13 -44405 KNOCKAHOO (20) (D J Wrtle) D Wrtte 7 00 WMerttan 

14 2F153- PARADE RACER (205) (A G CriEfnari) P Mjphy 7 » 0 LAapeSp) 

6 P-LKC HLLMOUIfr (20) (Bf) (Tbrnr^ Breen) T McGcwm 8 O 0 M Batchelor (7) B 

* aw SALAMAN (FRJpt) Ms VQ3nen)0QBr*n 6 t)Q R Thornton 

17 IRJPP- HUGE H5TAKE (3T7) (D) (Wych*OodHacrg) CHemstey 9 X)0....i4lsii A Dufloy (7) 

- 17 declared - 

Aewwen wvc tost I«*teK*^iwgfarJlfito«xn99 J2fc,Saamen3a 7 ftb. MjS>» Mrsate £bl 4b. 
BETTING: 01 Tbrnpsuo, 01 SraBitoo, 132 Royal Piper, 7-1 Deynfer, 01 lata Dawn, Jovial Man, 
01 Shephards Rata. 101 imad. Pnatowood, n-1 Sataman. 101 UHmotmt, 101 Charmer's WaO, 
Psttauoh. Tfrxdnd The Una. 201 athen 
19B7: Cctanny Bay U to It N Wfcmson 01 (Us J Pmran) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

With Richard Otswroody booked. Deymtar must haw a tearing chance. Upped class 
fast tone Deymfar ran rfisappofoilngly befog beaten 69 lengths behind Throw and fikgefc 
Lad a Haydock mer an nadequae tw and a half irtoes. Tfes tr(p and thB testing ground 
will suK and the big weight might not stop tom, as he ran a respectable race under 12s: 
betuid the wel handcapped Name Of Our Father at Chepstow n November. Smith Too. 
from Jemy PttmartB stable - EucoeBSfii wiih Cohenrry Boy last season - shack n the 
nght sort of corrpany after beng toghly tried n a Gold Card quaGfier at Cheltenham. Ffev- 
ing sail that Srreth Too ran a fair race btftnd the tommate winner Gysan. heipng to foroe 
a sfreng pace which kSed off many nvala. He to only 2b toghar than when wfrwng at 
famtngdon (made most beating Olympian), but he has only one win on good to soft and 
hs hefty weight may take nstol m the ctosmg raagea IMAO made a very encouraging 
return behnd Fiva Flags at Leicester (MRlmount second and now 4b worse off) on New 
Yteare day. Otl sfoce May WB.unad came wtth a strong challenge horn oft the paca but 
a bad mistaks at the last put paid to hs chanca That nm showed Imad recans al of hs 
abity, wrote he has Ns twnrad soft ground and the mended top. Isis Dawn catches 1 
the eye oh tost lib and w* appreciate As longer trip judged on her second to Flaxiey 
Wood at FontweA Royal Piper ran wel here fast tone behind Three Farthings though he 1 
has a tenperamertal nature Tampetoo Unshed a to-fength faraih to Sesame Seed over 
two and a halt rates at Worcester n November on his first appearance smee February. 1 
He acts on the ffound, is imposed and n sure to ran a big race. Shepherds Rest a I 
winner over an attended two rates at UngfWd 13 months ago. has been running wed I 
over the irthfomm but rreght have troitote lasong home has. Selection: IMAD j 


Farrant out with broken tibia 


Rodney Farrant faces a lengthy 
spell out of action after sus- 
taining a fractured right tibia at 
Win canton yesterday. 

The jockey came to grief at 
the first fence of the novices’ 
handicap chase when his mount. 
High Mood, took a crashing falL 

Farrant lay motionless for 


some time before being taken 
by stretcher from the trackand 
by ambulance to Yeovil General 
Hospital. 

Tb make matters worse Far- 
ranl missed the winning mount 
in the concluding race when bis 
intended ride, Chenyraore, woo 
for substitute Geny Hogan. 


RACING RESULTS 


UNGFIELD 

1-30: 1. MEMORY'S MUSIC (M fasten) 
to0-30 fav: 2. Kraqryan Dawn 7-2; 3. Firebar 
Dan to-t 11 ran-2'A. stt-bd. (M MadgwKkL 
Tbte: ES3Q: £24Q £15Q CMQ DF: £S4Q CSF: 
CU31 Tricast: E87A5 Trio: CfiOQ 

2Mi 1. BANZHAF (A CferK) 7-4 taw. 2. 
Robot Bon 02: 3. Ertton 01 10 ran. IV.. 2 
(GL Moore) TbtK £250; £110, run. £180 
DF: ttlQ CSF: £812 Trio: £8100 NR: 
Ctoefs Lady. 

250: 1. SHERIFF (D Hotand) 01 ; 2. HM 
Hoo Ybroom 7-2 fav; 3. Coastguards 

Hare 12-1 14 ran. A2h.(J HteVlteKCaaO-. 

£300 £170 £430 DF: £«8Q CSF: £2515 
Tricast £23306. Trio: £10330 

3-00: 1. S1HAF1 (Al er Greaves) 7-4 fav; 
2. Hatribns 7-2; 3. Wild Nettie 01 5 ran. 
IV:. t*. (0 NchOflBL Tote: C2XT, £150 
£LBO DF: £450 CSF: £756 

3J5: 1. CLASSIC J9INY (A Maday) 04 
fav; 2. Mutabassir 101; 3. ManDrato 7-2 

7 ran. O. nk. (M Chamcn). Tbte: £240; CifiO 

E49Q OF: ESC CSF: £3605 

4415: 1. SQUARE MILE MISS (N Ctefefe) 
01; 2 Cattle Ashby Jack 01; 3. Lrex 
eaatifra Legend M-i 11 ran. 04 fav to orb 
Dead. I’/-. 1V-. (N Berry) Tbte: £600; 
5340 £230 £230 OF: £1630. CSF: £3610 
Thcast £38110 Trio: £184.10 
Pfaewpot £TtQ70 Quad pot: £8080. 

Place & £4830 Piaca 5: warn 

WETHERBY 

120 1. REVOLT (LWytr) 4-1; 2. King Pad- 
dy 00-1; 3. Shore Party 7-2 fav. 21 ran. 'A, 
hd. (rEratebyL'RMK 5SD0; £180 £270 C1BQ 
DF: £33770 CSF: C35830 Tno; Not won. 

ISO-.I.CATTUf HANG (ADCbbfo) 11-4 
lav; 2. In Truth h-2;3.Heg’aWBy 14-1 10 
ran. to. & (J Leigh). Tata: £340; £2.10 £230 
Elto DF: £650 CSF: £1702 THcasc £l62B2 
Trio: £5410 M* Gems Lad 

220: 1.SCOTTON GREEN (RMcGktth) 
7-2 Jt few; 2 Farrars 02; 3. Nordic Prince 
7-t 12 ran. 7-2 Jt fav Efcsto Star (pitted 
Up} Zlt, 7* tT Easterby). Tola: £550; £180 
CIBO £280 DF: CTUOCSF: £W33 Tricast 
£8617. Trio: EZBBO NR; Dlddy Rymet 

ZSfcl. RIVER MANDATE ff» CMwry) 
0t;2StrathRoyai04tev;3.DestlnDTa- | 
tnrval 7-1 5 ran. 2’A, 3'A. (T Forstar) Tote: , 
BtfiO; £190 CTHL DF: £320 CSF: £053 
Nft Ungufoed Msste 

3^a 1. ESCARTERQUE (R Johnaon) 4-e 
f er. 2. Radial Choice 6-1. 3. Feels LBre 
Gold 12-1 7 ran. 14. W. (D Mchawoni Tote: 
£180; ClSO. £220 . . DF: C3SO CSF: £482. 

3^:1. CAULKER (5'feyto^ 01; 2. Dana 
Po« 01 ; 3. EaacUhre Design 201 1 1 ran. 
7-2 lav No More Hastta. & a IM Bnmssl 
Tbtfl. £840; £250 £2D0 ES80 DF: £2080 
CSF: Gnso Trisast 03805(1 Trio: £41060 
Pfacepob £3500 Quadpob £1070 
Place 8: £3051 Place 6: £1688. 


W1NCANTON 

1.10: 1. NEAT FEAT (P Hotey) 01; 2. 
Dinaa0i; 3. Potter Again 5-2. 17 ran. 04 
fav Go Cahoots. a (D QsworUtL Tbte: 
ESSO; £150, £250 £150 DF: £2520 CSF; 
£4 Sl 46 Tno: £1220 NR: Soioism 

1-40: 1. AMERICANVAL (Chns Vlfebbj 
33-1; 2. Totally 'tours 2-7 fav. 3. Sunrise 
Special 20-1 17 ran. W. a (S Meta). Tote: 
£4700; £950 £100 £630 DF: £1650 CSF: 
£4254 Trio: £5600 NR: Stem Rosa 
2.10:1. INDIAN ARROW (CMEUdfl 12-1: 

2. Alter Moor 04 fav; a Art Prince 14- 1 10 
tan. a 5. (M FVftTbte: C1680-. £420 £120 
£720 DF: C«fiO CSF: £3750 TrlcasL 
£36354 Trio: £13750 Nfls: Bear Claw Ja- 
cobi Wife 

2.40: 1. WELTON ARSENAL (GSuppfe) 
01: 2. A B Jtan 7-1: 3. Bon Voyage to-i. 
4. Storm Tiger w-1 17 ran. 01 fav Sterna 
Creak. IV*. I (K Bishop) Tola: £730; ClfiO 
£230 £420 £430 DF; £2050 CSF: £6136 
Tncast £83453 Trio: £26100 NFt HfcwSam 
3.10: 1. CALLISOE BAY (J A McCarthy) 
7-2; 2. Stately Home 101 5 ran (2 IWatred). 
V-h ter Chalsnger Du LuC (fed) to . (O Sher- 
wood). Tbta: £430; £170 Ctffl DF: £1760 
CSF: £3*55 

3.46; 1 . CAPENWRAY (A P McCoy) 7-2 
fav; 2. Majors Legacy 7-1; 3. MUiertJord 
01; 4. Blue Laws 201 18 ran. 1 7*. 7-. (J 
Kfogi Tbte £480: £230 £170 C2.to. £540 
DF: £1300 CSF: EffifiS Tncast: £17674 Tno: 
EtWfiQ 

4.15: 1. CHERRYMORE (G Hogan) 02. 
2. Knock Leader 01 ; 3. ffercy Crow 02 

tav. IB ran. 2 6 (Mrs J fannan) Tbta: £540: 
£150 £450 £t5Q DF: C142Q CSF: £2517 Tno- 
£2320 Mfa: Royal Stoewsbury The CterssKh 
Jackpot: Nor won. Port of £26873.78 car- 
ried forward to Kempton rooay 
Plaeopob £11680 Ouadpot- £8720 
Piaca 6: £27550 Place 5: £15366 


THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

089 1 2 61 + 


KEMPTON 

971 

981 

MUSSELBURGH 

972 

982 

SOUTHW&L 

973 

983 


ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 97h I 

gfo ioOkmH BCM4R 





28 /SPORT 


Morgan needs storming display to blow away griefs dark clouds 

. . « . .. ^ ... reached the last 16]. I started to im{ 


The death of his parents has had 
a profound effect on Darren 
Morgan's snooker career. Instead 
of a stacking his mantiepiece full 
of trophies, potentially the best 
player to come out of Wales now 
struggles to find the motivation 
to lift a cue. Tomorrow he plays 
in the Welsh Open in Newport 
knowing that his future is on the 
line. Guy Hodgson reports 


As Darren Morgan left the Crucible last 
April he could sec an end to his problems. 
The doud that had descended on the death 
of his mother was lifting and he had clung 
on to a cherished spot in sm. inker’s tap 16. 

On the way back to his home in south 
Wales his father said: “Your mother's gone, 
that's iL you can't do anything about it, you 
must look to the fiiture. Next season, for 
the first time in eight or nine > ears you’ve 
got no problems, you're going to fly. You’ll 
probably win two or three tournaments. 1 * 

Two days later his father. Morgan 
Morgan, died. 


Only Morgan. 31, can truly quantify his 
loss, but the rankings can provide a due. 
Three years ago he was firmly established 
in the world's top eight, now he is provi- 
sionally ranked 19th. He finds snooker dif- 
ficult. preferring to go fishing instead. It 
is not too much of an exaggeration to say 
that when he plays in the Regal Welsh 
Open in Newport tomorrow his future will 
be on the line as well as a match. 

If he holds on to his top 16 place this 
season, he says, it “will be like Christmas”. 
He has problems practising properly and 
is in danger of becoming one of snooker's 
least fulfilled players. Just one tournament 
win, the 1996 Irish Masters, is a paltry re- 
turn for a player of his ability. 

“My father was my biggest critic and 
supporter, the driving force for me,” 
Morgan said. “When you're used to be- 
ing phoned down the dub with ‘how many 
hours have you done today' or being told 
to go back to practise because you’ve gone 
home early, it's a massive hole to fill when 
it's no longer there. 

“I love my wife and kids and I know 1 
should focus on them as my inspiration, 
but it's not the same. I've been playing 
snooker for 13 years and I bet he's lived 



Darren Morgan: Struggle is ‘cracking me up’ 


Photograph: Allsport 


every ball He couldn't be there all the time 
because of my mother's illness, but every 
single pot he was there with me." 

Morgan’s first inclination after his fa- 
ther died was to work like fury, to take out 
his grief on the table. But as the pain sub- 
sided his drive went with it and now he 
labours for two or three hours a day. just 
enough “so I'm not an embarrassment”. 

“I’m finding it very hard to get moti- 
vated," he said. “I’ve none heavily into fish- 


ing to relax and sometimes I think Td 
rather be doing that than playing snook- 
er. It's a lot less hassle and there's no dis- 
appointment. You go by a river and if you 
catch something you catch something, if 
you don't you have a peaceful afternoon. 

"It would be ludicrous if I did drop out 
of the top 16, because on my day I know 
I'm a top four player. It's cracking me up 
to know I'm struggling. I still want to be 
world champion." 


if those comments are contradictory, 
it probably sums up Morgan's state of 
mind. If you had to pinpoint a weakness 
in his prime years it was his mental ap- 
proach. He did not have the will of the 
great champion, or at least he had not ac- 
quired it before bis troubles began. 

Steve Davis, in his blinkered pomp, 
would not have let himself be distracted 
when the boxer Naseem Hamed turned up 
at the Crucible in the last World Champ- 
ionship to support Morgan's opponent; 
Stephen Hendry. He would have used it 
as a motivational took driving away the 
world featherweight champion with the 
weight of his scoring. 

Morgan, 6-4 up in the quarter-final and 
p laving as well as anyone in the tournament, 
could barely pot a tall and his impetus had 
gone by the time the interval was reached 
and he could insist that the flamboyantly- 
dressed Hamed was removed from his 
front-row seat. He lost 13-10, another near 
miss in a career of so many nearfys. 

Thai is in the past, the very thing Mor- 
gan is trying not to dwell on. “For the first 
few tournaments this year my head was in 
a jamjar. I played terrible, couldn’t pot a 
ball at the UK Championship [where he 


reached the last 16]. I started to impfcrve 
and it proved to myself it’s still all there 
and that if I can concentrate IcanstiA play. 

“A few months ago Tfcny .Griffiths said : 
I was the best player to come out of Wdcs, - 
which is probably the biggest compliment 
I’ve had in my life. Coming from a former 
world cbampioD it was fantastic. He 
doesn't know how the hell .1 haven't got a 
mantiepiece full of trophies. He can’t un- 
derstand it and neither can L” 

Perhaps greater understanding. will 
come in Newport this week at a tburna- ; 
ment that is staged just a few miles from 
his home. Morgan’s friends believe just a 
little encouragement will make all the dif- 
ference, but a poor performance could 1 
push him loo far the other way. 

“When it’s on your own back door 
everyone wants to do well, but sometimes 
it can be a little bit harder,” Morgan said. 
“Everyone wants you to succeed andyou 
want to do well for them in return. It puts 
pressure on you. Sometimes you handle 
it all right and other times you fall apart." 

With everything that has happened in 
his life in the past two years, Morgan de- 
serves a break. Perhaps then the douds tru- 
ly will disappear. 


TENNIS 


Williams sisters get 
their act together 


The teenage Williams 
sisters both won 
quarter-final matches in 
the Sydney International 
tennis tournament 
yesterday, setting up the 
possibility of a family 
affair in the final on 
Saturday. 


The American teenager Sere- 
na Williams, playing in only her 
sixth tour event, had the 


biggest win of her career by de- 
feating Lindsay Davenport, 
the world No 3. yesterday to 
reach the semi-finals at the 
Sydney international tourna- 
ment. 

Williams, 16, then saw her 
17-year-old sister, Venus, thrash 
Bulgaria's Magdalena Maleeva 
6-2, 6-2 for a place in the oth- 
er semi-final - leaving open the 
possibility of a Williams family 
final on Saturday. 

Serena appeared to be out- 
classed and on her way out as 
she prepared to face two match 


Agassi continues his revival 
but Rusedski loses again 


Andre Agassi, the former world 
No 1. boosted his confidence 
ahead of the Australian Open 
with a three-set victory over 
Goran Ivanisevic in Melbourne 
yesterday, while Greg Rusedski 
put a brave face on another de- 
feat, this time by Pete Sampras. 

Agassi, who is clawing his 
way back up the rankings after 
slipping to No 1 10 last year, beat 
the Croatian 6-4. 6-7, 6-3 in the 
Kooyoog Classic, and. after his 
victory over Austria's Thomas 
Muster on Wednesday, that 
put him in the final. 

“I'm hitting the ball really 
well, moving well, serving well, 
volleying well.” Agassi said af- 
ter the match. “I really feel like 
my game is coming around 
cveiy time I’m out there, whicb 
is a great sign.” 

He will play the winner of to- 
day’s match between Australia’s 
Mark Philippoussis. who beat 
Rusedski on Wednesday, and 
the French Open champion. 
Gustavo Kuenen. 

Sampras put on a stronger 
performance in the losers' 


round of the exhibition tour- 
nament than he had in losing to 
Kuerten on Wednesday, and 
cruised past Rusedski 7-5, 6-1. 

Rusedski, the world No 6. in- 
sisted he was not downhearted 
after this and his earlier defeat 
by Philippoussis, saying he just 
needed to “sharpen” his game 
before the Open starts on Mon- 
day. 

He said he had again found 
Sampras in a particularly de- 
termined mood. “What usual- 
ly happens is that when he has 
a defeat he comes back sharp 
the next day,” Rusedski said. 
“Usually when I get to play him 
he has just had some terrible 
loss so he is extra motivated. 
When he comes to see me, its 
like a wake-up when he has had 
one of his worst matches.” 

• Jim Courier, the winner in 
1992 and 1993, has withdrawn 
from next week’s Australian 
Open because of a shoulder in- 
jury. The American joins a list 
of absentees that includes Yevge- 
ny Kafelnikov, Monica Seles. 
Steffi Graf and Jana Novotna. 


points at 2-5 in the second set 
after winning only one game in 
a first set lasting 20 minutes. But 
she staged a remarkable come- 
back, winning 20 of the next 2 1 
points for the second set before 
beating her fellow American 
1-6, 7-5, 7-5 in a match lasting 
two hours and five minutes. 

Davenport's defeat left 
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez Vic- 
ario as the last remaining seed 
in the women’s singles. The top 
seed Martina Hingis was 
knocked out by Venus Williams 
in the first round. Sanchez Vic- 
ario. seeded five, beat the un- 
seeded Natasha Zvereva of 
Belarus 6-1, 6-2 and now faces 
Serena Williams. 

In the men's singles Tim 
Henman, the British No 2. set 
up a semi-final with the top 
seeded Australian, Patrick Raf- 
ter. by beating Sweden’s 
Thomas Enqvist in three sets 
yesterday. 

Henman, the defending 
champion and the 19th-ranked 
player in the world, dropped the 
first set before battling back to 
win 3-6, 7-5. 6-4. Earlier in the 
day Henman took just 28 min- 
utes to complete a 7-6. 6-4 
quarter-final victory over the 
Spaniard, Albert Port as. 

To avoid slipping further in 
the world rankings next week. 
Henman must survive the 
serve-and-volley tactics of the 
US Open champion Rafter, 
who hammered America’s 
Todd Martin after losing a tie- 
break in the second set 6-4, 6- 
7, 6-1. 

0 Steffi Graf, who has not 
played since last year’s French 
Open, will make her comeback 
at a tournament in Tokyo from 
2 to S February. The former 
No 1 in the world had no more 
problems with her left knee and 
was fit after three weeks of train- 
ing in Florida. 



The comeback kid: Serena Williams returns a backhand during her brave victory over her American compatriot 
Lindsay Davenport in Sydney yesterday. The teenager saved two match points Photograph: Reuters 


MOTOR RACING 


Benetton in 
tyre switch to 
Bridgestone 


id steps 


Benetton unveiled their new car 
yesterday and announced they 
were switching to Bridgestone 
tyres for the forthcoming season. 

The team’s defection from 
Goodyear follows the example 
set by McLaren last year, and 
Benetton’s chief executive, David 
Richards, welcomed the move. 

“I sincerely hope that we. can 
reward Bridgestone's commit- 
ment to our team with their first 
grand prix win,” he said. Good- 
year is pulling out of Formula 
One at the end of the 1998 sea- 


son. 

Benetton's BI98 car, which 
will be driven by Alexander 
Wurz and Giancarlo Fisichella. 
has already been tested at Jerez 
and will continue its preparation 
at the circuit from today. 

Benetton’s technical direc- 
tor, Pat Symonds, said: “I am 
confident that we have every- 
thing in place to return to the 
top. We have a pair of excellent 
young drivers, a car designed by fc 
Nick Wirth, a new and exciting V 
philosophy behind it and the 
rekindled enthusiasm and com- 
mitment of a terrific team.” 

Cadbury Schweppes have 
agreed a sponsorship deal with 
McLaren-Meicedes, which will 
begin this season. 

A group of Belgian FI fans 
is seeking European Union help 
to force the sport’s governing 
body, FIA, to drop a threat to 
cancel the Belgian Grand Prix. 
Jean- Louis Dupont, a lawyer, 
said FIA’s threat to cancel the 
race unless Belgium revises a 
new law banning tobacco ad- 
vertising infringed EU rules on 
business monopolies. 

Dupont has already used the 
EU to challenge Uefa. when rep- 
resenting the Belgian footballer 
Jean-Marc Bosnian. Dupont se- 
cured a ruling from the EU in 
1995 that forced football's Eu- 
ropean governing body to scrap 
transfer fees within Europe for 
players from EU countries. - 


lead 
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Weston steps up a class and is expected to fill Schofield's boots 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Huddersfield’s hopes of 
making an impression in 
the Super League may 
depend on the displays 
of their new stand-off, 
Craig Weston. 

Dave HadfiekJ on the 
Australian who has a 
hard act to follow. 


If Britain’s most-capped stand- 
off feels the need to lace on the 
boots veiy often this year, it will 
mean that his own plans for de- 
position at Huddersfield have 
back-fired. 

In their player-coach, 
Gany Schofield, the newly 
promoted dub have on hand 
the doyen of the role for almost 
a decade. But it will suit 
Schofield best if the slightly less 
recognisable figure of Craig 
Weslun fills the No 6 shirt 
successfully in 1998. 

‘1 will play if I’m needed,” 
says Schofield “Bui I hope that 
1 won’t be.” 

The man he sees as his 
replacement the 24-year-old 


Weston, is new to Super 
League but noL to Hudders- 
field. 

The Australian was out- 
standing last season as they 
went on a winning roll that saw 
them take the Divisional Pre- 
miership at Old Trafford and, 
ultimately. Super League 
promotion through the back 
door after finishing second in 
the First Division and displac- 
ing Paris. 

The question now is 
whether Weston can make 
the step up in class. Despite 
warnings from everyone - 
Schofield included - that it will 
be a whole new ball game, he 
approaches the experience 
with a malter-of-fact deter- 
mination to take it all in his 
stride. 

“It’s going to be faster,” he 
concedes. “But we can adjust 
to the extra pace. That will be 
Lhe main difference - the hits 
won’t be any harder. A lot of 
it will be mental. If we go out 
there thinking that they’re all 
a lot better than us, then we’re 
beaten before we start.” 

Weston has impressed good 


NEW FACES 
FOR '98 


CRAIG 

WESTON 


judges in this country. St 
Helens tried to sign him before 
the re-organisation of Super 
League gave him the chance to 
play at that level with Hud- 
dersfield and his pedigree is a 
good one. He played for the 
crack Australian Schoolboys 
side before moving to the Gold 
Coast and the South Queens- 
land Crushers. 

Neither of those clubs 
turned out to be an ideal 
career move, but Weston has 
shown his quality since relo- 
cating to Yorkshire. He might 
lack the blinding acceleration 
that made Schofield such a 
fearsome proposition in his 
prime, but his first season at 


Huddersfield marked him out 
as a clever footballer with the 
ability to find gaps himself 
and to send others through 
them. 

“I played a lot at centre last 
season, but stand-off is the role 
I want,” he says. “I know that 
Gany - or his assistant, Phil 
Veivers, who can play there as 
well- can come in if things go 
wrong. That could put a bit of 
pressure on me, but my target 
is to make it unnecessary.” 

Just how central Weston is 
to Huddersfield’s plans is 
illustrated by the way they 
have gone out and recruited a 
new scrum-halt specifically to 
dovetail with him. 

The Cook Islander, Ali 
Davys, seemed to most ■ 
observers to do pretty well 
there last season, but he has 
been replaced for the coming 
campaign by Chris Ott, with 
whom Weston played as a 
schoolboy in Sydney and as a 
professional with Gold CoasL 

“We have played a lot to- 
gether and have always worked 
well,” Weston says. “One of 
Chris’s characteristics is that he 


is a veiy good talker and 
organiser. 

“No disrespect to AIL but 
that wasn’t his strength, so 
having Chris there will take a 
lot of the pressure off me and 
make life so much easier. 

“He came to England on his 
honeymoon last year and I 
was able to tip off Huddersfield 
that he was looking for a club.” 

The two have trained 
together in Sydney since the 
end of last season, spending 
long hours pounding up a 
punishing series of steps at 
their local beach, so neither fit- 
ness nor mutual understand- 
ing should be a problem when 
the 1998 Super League season 
begins. 

‘ With Orr buzzing and 
.organising around the rucks, 
Weston should, in theory, be 
free to play the more expansive 
game that he relishes, releas- 
ing the likes of Paul Loughlin. 
Danny Arnold and Paul Cook 
to do some damage among the 
elite. 

“Obviously it’s going to be 
harder against the likes of 
Wigan and Bradford, but there 


Murray wants trophies as 
well as attacking flair 




Craig Weston: Key role 


are some poor Super League 
sides, some teams down 
Lowards the foot of the table 
who we think we can beat” 
Weston says. 

“1 enjoyed it so much last 
season that my arm has to be 
to enjoy it just as much this 
lime.” 

If he does, it will probably 
mean that Schofield win be able 
to enjoy a sideline view of 
Huddersfield’s progress. The 
former Great Britain captain 
will not be throwing away his 
boots just yet. but if Weston 
lives up to his coach's expec- 
tations they might only be 
used on the training paddock. 


Graham Murray has pledged to 
continue the Leeds tradition of 
attacking, entertaining rugby - 
with the important difference 
that he intends to win a trophy 
or two as well. 

Leeds’ new Australian coach 
met the players for the first time 
yesterday and is preparing them 
for ftnjJ Broadbent’s testimonial 
match against Sheffield Eagles 
on Sunday. 

“There’s a good foundation 
here, but it’s a bit more of an 
attractive style of football that 
I’d like to play,” Murray said, 
“There’s a balance to be strode. 
Winning is the bottom line but 
we are in the entertainment 
business and we’ve got to give 
people a match worth watching.” 

The Leeds chief executive, 
Gaiy Hetherington, said it was 
Murray's commitment to 
attractive, winning rugby over 
the past 10 years that had con- 
vinced the club thaL he was the 
right man to replace Dean Bell, 
who has taken on a youth 
development role. 

Murray was well regarded 


for his work as coach at Iflawar- 
ra. He then coached Fiji in the 
1995 World Cup and performed 
wonders with Hunter Mariners, 
taking them to the final of the 
Wbrld Club Championship in 
their only season. 

It was die drawn-out death 
of the Mariners that freed Mur- 
ray to take over at Headingley: 
“Tm very appredative of the 
way the club waited for every- 
thing to be sorted out,” he said 
as he took over a job he was of-. 


SNo 


fered last November. 

Murray has watched tapes of 
Leeds in action, singling out 
Iestyn Harris, Richie Black- 
more and Adrian Motley. as 
players he looks forward tor. 
working with. He is likefy to 
return to Australia to fill his one 
remaining place on the overseas 
quota, with one of his players 
from the Mariners, Brad God- . 
den, the leading candidate. 

• Paul Rowley, the Halifax 
hooker, has signed a new three- 
year contract with the Super 
League club. 

— Dove Hadfidd .. 
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FOOTBALL 


u ^ s Palace swell their 
international ranks 


°enetton in 

tyre switch;, 
Bridgestone 


Crystal Palace’s fortunes may be 
on the up after the chib an- 
nounced they bad agreed a deal 
to sign the French defender 
Yhlerien Ismael for a dub record 
£2. 75m and had also persuaded 
Tomas Brolin to stay with them 
until the end of the season. 

Ismael, a French Under-21 
player, agreed to move to 
Palace on a four-and-a-half 
year contract from Strasbourg, 
even though he admitted know- 
ing little about the Eagles. 

SpeaJdng through an inter- 
preter, he said: “I like the Eng- 
lish game, with the contact, 
and 1 knew the name of Crys- 


tal Palace. I am pleased to play 
for a club in the capital and it 
will be good for me and my fam- 
ily. It is an exciting challenge to 
play with Tomas Brolin, 
Michele Padovano and Atiilio 
Lombardo. I will enjoy playing 
in the Premiership because of 
the atmosphere and the fans." 

However. French transfer 
regulations mean Ismael wflj not 
be available to play at OakweU 
on Saturday, but should be set 
for his debut in nest Saturday's 
FA Cup fourth-round lie at 
home to Leicester. 

Brolin, meanwhile, will be 
ready to face Barnsley, after his 


Coates bows to pressure 
and steps down at Stoke 


Peter Coates, the Stoke City 
chairman, has stepped down in 
the wake of his dub’s 7-0 hu- 
miliation at home to Birming- 
ham last Saturday. The defeat 
sparked furious protests by the 
dub’s supporters, who also saw 
their side beaten 3-1 in the FA 
Cup at West Bromwich on 
Tuesday. 

Coates became chairman 12 
years ago and enjoyed success 
when Lou Macari led Stoke 
back to the First Division in 
1993, but be has also been the 
subject of numerous demons- 
trations from supporters who 
claim the dub have not invest- 
ed enough money in the team. 

Coates insisted it was his de- 
cision to leave, despite repeat- 
ed calls by supporters for him 
to be replaced. “The decision to 
go was entirely mine. I've made 
it because I think a change 
would be good for the dub and 
for me.” he said. 

“Being chairman involves a 
lot of bard work and pressures. 


I never intended to do it forever, 
contrary to what some people 
might have thought." 

It is not yet known who will 
take overborn Coates at the Bri- 
tannia Stadium, but he will stay 
on the board and his successor 
is expected to be announced in 
the next few days. The club is 
also facing managerial turmoil 
with Chris Kamara at the cen- 
tre of a tug-of-war between 
Stoke and Portsmouth. 

Kamara. sacked by Bradford 
City last week, is favourite to re- 
place Chic Bates at Stoke. How- 
ever. Portsmouth have also 
sounded out Kamara about be- 
coming their next manager af- 
ter the sacking of Terry Fenwick. 

Kamara is due for talks with 
Pompey today- but Stoke may 
now increase the intensity of 
their interest in him or lose out. 
Bates is ready to stand down at 
Stoke and could even team up 
with Kamara. which may go 
some way to appeasing their fans. 

- Alan Nixon 


two-week training period with 
Palace whetted his appetite for 
the Premiership again. 

The Swedish striker said: 
“They believe in me here and 
that's a good thing to have when 
you go out on to the pitch. I 
know what I can do when peo- 
ple trust in me and try to help 
me. I'm keen to stay because it's 
a veiy nice dub with nice play- 
ers and I can be a success here." 

Manchester United's solici- 
tor Maurice Watkins claimed he 
was "bemused" by reports that 
the dub have agreed a £50m 
sponsorship deal with Ford. 

Watkins claimed the dub 
were not even in discussions 
with the company, which cur- 
rently backs the Spanish First 
Division side Valencia. A 
spokeswoman for Ford admit- 
ted they were interested in 
football sponsorship, but denied 
reports of any future agreement 
with United. 

Aston Villa's Yugoslav in- 
ternational Sasa Currie is in Is- 
tanbul for transfer talks with 
Besiktas. Currie has been un- 
settled at Villa Park and has re- 
portedly agreed a £lm deal 
with John Tbshack’s side. Villa 
paid £4-_5m for Currie from 
Bolton 18 months ago. 

Villa will, however, welcome 
back Dwight Yorke, who has 
been given permission by 
Trinidad and Tobago to leave in- 
ternational duty at the Gold Cup 
in America to play in tbe fourth- 
round FA Cup tie with West 
Bromwich on 24 January. 

Scotland's 40 league clubs 
will hold a special general meet- 
ing early nen month to deride 
if they wfll support a breakaway 
move proposed by the Premier 
Division clubs, following a vote 
by the League management 
committee meeting yesterday. 

- Catherine Riky 


NON-LEAGUE NOTEBOOK. 


Bodmin lead the long-distance travellers 


Tbe status of the FA Carisberg 
Vhse as a truly national compe- 
tition is reinforced by tomor- 
row's fourth-round ties, which 
see several of the 32 sides left 
in the tournament make huge 
journeys across England. 

The Cornish club Bodmin 
Town have the longest expedi- 
tion: an 822-mile round trip to 
Billin gham Tbwn, on Teesside. 
It is the Jewson South Western 
League outfit's first season in 
the Vase, and not surprisingly 
it is the longest distance they 
have ever travelled for a match. 

Despite the cost, Bodmin are 
looking forward to their week- 
end away - they win be staying 


in a hotel in Stainton. near 
Middlesbrough, tonight and 
tomorrow, “It will be a unique 
experience for us.” their secre- 
tary. Martin Mullis, said. 

In contrast to Bodmin’s two- 
night stop-over. Bedlington Ter- 
riers are making the trek from 
Northumberland to Suffolk to 
play Sudbury Wanderers with- 
in one day. They plan to leave 
Newcastle at Sam tomorrow, 
travelling by train as far as 
Cambridge, from where a coach 
will ferry them to Sudbury. 
They should be back in 
Newcastle by midnight. 

“Some of our players are 
steelworkers, and cannot finish 


work in lime to set off on 
Friday," Eric Young, the secre- 
tary of Bedlington. who are 15 
points dear at the top of the 
Federation Brewery Northern 
League, explained. "We had 
planned to go to Sudbury via 
London, using tbe Under- 
ground to get across town, but 
we derided that was loo risky.” 

There will be two Vase ties 
in Sudbury tomorrow. One mile 
down tbe River Stour from 
Wanderers' Brundon Lane 
ground, Sudbury Town entertain 
Burscougb. from the North 
West Counties League, at tbe 
Priory stadium. 

- Rupert Metcalf 



WORL D SWIM MING C HAMPIONSHIPS 

Palmer wins 
bronze but loses 
battle of big feet 


Agnes Kovacs on her way to winning the 200m breaststroke title in the World 
Championships in Perth, Australia, yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Britain won their first 
individual medal in the 
World Swimming 
Championships, but, as 
ian Gordon reports from 
Perth, Paul Palmer had 
to be content with third 
place behind two 
outstanding Australian 
teenagers. 


Paul Palmer powered his way on 
to the World Championships 
victory podium for ibe second 
time to claim Britain's first in- 
dividual medal in Perth. West- 
ern Australia, yesterday. 

Palmer broke his own na- 
tional 400 metres freestyle 
record to make it double bronze 
this week following bis medal- 
winning effort in the freestyle 
relay. “1 had to spit and grit for 
that,” said the Olympic silver 
medallist after seeing 15-year- 
old Ian Thorpe win tbe battle 
of Australia's teenagers to lake 
the title. 

Palmer, determined to atone 
for his opening day 200m dis- 
appointment when he finished 
seventh, sliced just over O.lsec 
off the record he set in Sheffield 
in August 1993. 

“The last couple of days have 
been tough," tbe University of 
Bath swimmer said. “I have 
done all my training for the 
400m, but I still expected to do 


better in ibe 200. It was a bit of 
a blow.” The rime of 3min 
4S.02see Look him up to 13th on 
the all-time lists as Thorpe, the 
Sydney schoolboy whose shoe 
size of 16 is more than his age. 
out-kicked his 17-year-old team- 
mate Grant Hackcti to win. 

Palmer is confident his new 
training regime will enable him 
to take on Thorpe and Hacked 
in Kuala Lumpur come Sep- 
tember after they set the fourth 
and fifth fastest times in lusioiy. 

Britain’s 4x1 00m freestyle re- 
lay squad of Gavin Meadows, 
.Michael Fihbens. James Salter 
and Nick Shackell came seventh 
(3:21.45) in a race won by the 
United States. 

Linda Huidmaish, of Leeds, 
lowered her personal best for 
the 200m breaststroke twice 
yesterday to finish fifth in the 
consolation final. The 17-year- 
old, who took nearly a quarter- 
of-a-second off the time in the 
heats, carved well over anoth- 
er three lOlhs off it in the B fi- 
nal with a time of 2*30.90, Gold 
went to the 16-year-old Hun- 
garian Agnes Kovacs. who set 
a new championship best of 
2:25.45 on a night for teenagers, 
though it was older Americans 
who woo the two other titles. 

Jenny Thompson. 24, added 
the 100m butterfly title lo the 
100m freestyle gold, breaking 
the championship record she 
had set in tbe heats when win- 
ning in 58.46sec. 


Britain unlikely to join Swedish-led boycott of World Cup event in Peking 


Britain are unlikely to follow the 
lead set by Sweden and pull out 
of the World Cup short-course 
meeting in Peking next month 
despite the continuing outrage 
at die Chinese drug scandal. 

Tbe British federation could 
find itself in dispute with Fina. 
the sport's governing body, if it 
boycotted tbe event, one at 


which it plans to give a devel- 
opment squad of young swim- 
mers tbe chance to gain 
international experience ahead 
Of the Sydney Olympics in 2000. 

World Cup meetings in 
Britain - Sheffield stages one 
in March and Glasgow anoth- 
er in 1999 - could be at risk if 
Britain withdrew. 


David Sparkes, secretary of 
the British federation, said that 
the contract with Fina meant 
that to stage a World Cup 
meeting you had to commit 
yourself to going to every one 
outside your own. 

“Sweden are breaking the 
rules by boycotting the event 
because they also hold a meet- 


ing. That sends a message to 
China that they, too. can ignore 
the rule book,” he said. 

Fina moved to refute sug- 
gestions that they could banish 
China from international com- 
petition for four years because 
four of their swimmers bad test- 
ed positive within a 12-month 
period. 


The rule can only he applied 
if the drag is steroids - the three 
females and one male caught 
in a pre-World Championships 
swoop last week gave positive 
tests for a diuretic not a steroid, 
although it is commonly used 
to mask detection of more po- 
tent illegal substances like 
steroids. 


CRICKET 


Gooch’s touring party looks forward to rare taste of match practice 


The England A tour manager. 
Graham Gooch, yesterday in- 
sisted there was no reason for 
concern over his side's lack of 
match practice ahead of to- 
morrow's opening warm-up 
game against a Presidents' H 
here in Colombo. 

The 14-51 rung party have 
bceo restricted to just three 
days' cricket in the opening 


two-and-a-half weeks of their 
tour, after East Africa’s heav- 
iest rainfall in decades deci- 
maied-the Kenya leg of the trip. 

U has left the tourists with- 
out any match practice since 
their washed-out three-day 
game against Kenya in Nairo- 
bi a week ago, and attempts to 
hastily arrange a contest among 
themselves failed because the 


Sri Lankan Board was unable 
to supply a suitable pitch. 

However, despite the obvi- 
ous frustrations in the build-up. 
Gooch is confident his squad 
will be ready for Lbe opening 
unofficial Test against Sri Lan- 
ka A at Kurunegala in a fort- 
night. “There comes a time 
when you can only have so 
much of nets, especially before 


you start playing in earnest,” 
Gooch admitted. “We will ob- 
viously be practising between 
matches but the guys arc des- 
perate to get out into the mid- 
dle and play. 

“We are now having to use 
the one-day game on Saturday 
and the matches next week to 
make sure we arc ready. It’s not 
ideal but we still have a lot of 


cricket to play and get ourselves 
sharp before the first Test." 
•The England UndcM9side 
suffered a humiliating three- 
wicket defeat lo Bangladesh at 
the MTN Under- 19 World 
Cup in Pretoria yesterday - but 
they still qualified for the Su- 
per League siage of the tour- 
nament on net run rale. 

- Myles Hodgson, Colombo 


SPORTING DIGEST 


HOCKEY 


-V 


tr oph' cS 

flair 


3S 


Hightown happy with guest 


With England travelling to 
Australia for a two-week tour 
and two Tests, this weekend’s 
Women’s National Indoor pro- 
gramme will have many unfa- 
miliar names in the line-ups. 

Slough, the national champ- 
ions, mil be missing their lead- 
ing goalscorer, Jane Smith, 
but will have Julia Robertson 
back on duty. Hightown, will be 
handicapped by the absence of 
Tma Cohen and Carolyn Reid 


and their coach, Maggie 
Souyave, all of whom are 
en route to Australia. 

With games against Slough 
and Ipswich, also on maximum 
points, much will rest on the 
shoulders of the 20-year-old 
Denise Marston-Smith. The 
Clifton player guesting for 
Hightown scored six times in 
each of their opening games, 
against Doncaster and 01 ton. 

- Bill Colwill 


Athletics 

South A1rica*s Olympic champion 
Josza Thugwane and Abel Anton, the 
Spanish vrortd titfe-hoidsr. wfl) take part 
si the Flora London Marathon n April 

Badminton 

JAPAN OPEN flbkyol: Men's singles third 
round; PG Curstettsen IDe-iJ 5t R Uayaoaon 
(Snc) 15-6 ■£-*■: O ns £«ve HocK iMatevi w M 
Manakv Fndoni 18-T5 0-5 15-0: R Hasnim 
[Malay i to Sun Jun |CH> 5-c 5-«. H A.-& iin- 
don| (X J Van D#i iNami «-10 6-6: Lix> Yrjang 
iChi w -«-e *4. h»- 

Km (Malay! K P-E Hcyer-Lxraen tDani 5-2 5- 
2. Lu En-honc fWi to I VVijaya ihocmi rt-e 
5-C 5-71 : R See* (Malay) to 5 Santoso lin- 
den) 2-5 5-5 5-2 Men’s doubles second 
rouMt VV Candra and 5 Sgc (freen) to h Ma- 
ana and T Os*a Mapam S-8 5-9; M Sogparo 
and j Hoea-ammensen (Dent w Ui vong and 
Zhang Wei (Chi Oieah Soon Kit and 

Ksn rtaeft iMafiyi a» f Kazysma and y ki£> 
ota (Japan! 5-£ 5-n; Ha Tee-fcown and Wn 
Dong-moon |S Kart to N Bra and H Dyarna 
Uacanl 5-2 V-H: J Larsen and JErfcsen iDen) 
to P-G JCTsson ana P A*isson (Sue) <5-7 S- 
4; R Uamaky and R (hdsni w O* w 

Choon Eng and Lee Chae Leortg Malay! 5-5 
5* Anores and 0 KanSwo ,Jne»u S Lee W&n 


& SNOW REPORT 

Ski Hotline 

tiK»i mow arid weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

AROUND THE RESORTS 

Resort Comment 

ANDORRA 

Area 

open 

Last Lwr 

snow cm 

i 

Upp Forecast 1 
era 1 

Gnu Roig Gscdsiing jt uppe- 

AUSTRIA 

V* 

w j 

■ 

Voice reports 0891 333 iHJ + code 

Fax reports 0897 SCO 086 * code 

1 Ini laiUilrn P — *— r""" - 

BULGARIA 

‘■‘s. 

ri - 7 

" * | 

For a fid Esc of aB jJd codes by 

Pvnpcxovo Pesarotte s»> '-P?rr 

CANADA 

r;(f. 

' - 

“!• C^- 5--T.* | 

i 

voice or Edc dial 0990 (00 843 

i -i— |jpyfao F-wugr. sn7»;.-nttvs 

FRANCE 

« c i 


— " s ~‘ | 

Ski Snapshot 

At a gianen to snow conditions at 

Vtt JWn jw- Jt tfiuzt 

ITALY 

i:-s 

rLO r- 

i 

LbnwiC 

NORWAY 

: y/-, 



over 200 resort* worid-wride 

0897 500 «H 

Homsedxl — O, cj.--; jv.-* 

SPAIN 

“v 


i 

in association with 

Formigal Sra* iTro-rj 

SWITZERLAND 


' £ -’ •* 


J' XUitii 

UNITED STATES 


.:-v 


hi i ivxiioh - p 

Crested Bucce - w* 

Snrvjv Rpnorts sUDPlrgj Py NftHSlB) 

ralk to 0891 numbers cost SQpfr 

nln; so 08975 numbers £l/min at afl rimes. 

Helpline 0870 0990 133 345. | 


wsh ana (Turing tan Foe* i Malay! 5- n ~ 5 
5-5. Ybo ’itmg-smg and Lee Dong-son iS to! 
to P feerawwweana and S Suptes ithai) 5-« 

4- 5 5-2 Women's singles third round' <e 

Zhaoyng (Oil W J Wet uendto® itoni v ~ n 
2. rOmi-nvim rShdri to M Tanaka i Japan i C- 
n n -5. C Marwi (Darn tn Huang Cho-os (Tai) 
n-6 n-i. Da Vim (Chi to* tonuo ■ Japan i n 
2 ns wang Chen iCro u Np Cnrig ihki n -4 
n-9. 14 a*j®Ta flndont to K fonewra i Japan! 
O-n O- n. la* Joo-hyi/ti Shari to Hang Gmgna 
(Chi n -6 ti-6 Gong ZNaiao [On 61 T id* n- 
6 11-5 Women's doubles second round: Gu 
Jkxi and Ge F« (Chi oi M Sakamoto and v W.U 
(Japan! 51 51. yi*3ta«JH Masudai Japan! 
bt j Yamada and Y A*asni i Japan) 5-G 5-9 2 
Helena and Sea ilndoni W Gorcq Rjna and 
•to Daovmg (Cni 6-5 6-«. R Cfcen and M 
Thomsen (Den) cs J Goode and D KHlogg lEngi 

5- 3 5-4. Huang Nflnvari and Du (O'') 

a hang fci-hwa and Lee hy-ia^g-wori iS toi 5- 
C 5-0. 1 Isolna ar«d D Lompan >indcni D1 Cnnn 
VaJK i and Chen MeLysi .Tail 6-9 6 5 7 M* 
asna and C Nakavama (Japan or C Tu«rai*oi 
Q ana £ Tarsn inccnl SC 6-6. Tanqvtogsrti 
aid On Yvlbt iChi t* C Osaka and ►. Yonefcu- 
ra (Japan i 6 3 5-6 Mixed doubles second 
round: J Erfcsen and M Ttonswi iDern U H 
tmai and H Masuoa i Japan i 5-6 e-n Luo Y- 
garm and i-uang Nanvan (Chi pi Ha lae-iuon 
and Lee K ymn-wn iS to! 56 510. F 
awrtiniandF arruBiJaoani W Ma Che-kong 
and Tung Chau -ram 5-6 S-J. Chen Gang 
and 'Sang 'itngso; iChi t» F Matfsu and Y Udu 
(Japan) 6-5 52. LYtoi-ien anal vfc»-nwi (tail 
DHtimHyimg iccnandkang M-iwaiStoi fr 
S 5H. M Soega^nl and ft dsen (Dan) a r>e 
Cheng ana Om r'lyuan iChi 5 n 5-5. Toe- 
aoeng and Chen iOii » J Rawrison ap'd 
D KeSogg lEngi 5-J 6-9. r'm Ocrg-moon and 
Ra K.yvmg-rren (S toi PI T Hra and i frda 

53 57 

Basketball 

NB&hdana OODsoonK) Toronc-nenCip- 
peJSi icn . AHaniB 108 Dates 8£. Sar Ani<y»Ci 55 
Wa rmgmn 79. LUwaAee 61 'JSden Sure 95 
LALm-ara *5Z Denw tu. Sacramerto 58 C» 
fendoSS 

Cricket 

SECOND TEST (Cotombo, second day); Dm- 
0 0HMG WOT’ 

ZIMBABWE - First Innings 
iOwamtfn 251 to SI 

A R Who al not oul 1 

M Mrsrravia ttw- b PuShprtumara 0 

Extras (35 1* 9rt>i 5 

Total (90.2 overs) — -2S1 

BowflUB Uaa9 t2 1-35-? Pushpat-ixnara T22 
2-*3-£. De Siva 7-1-3JO. htoannaon 32 5 
72-2 AtoBWi 27.7-65-3 
SRI LANKA - FhSI Innings . 

S TJayasunyac □ iVhma* 5 

MSMapaniK'-ABovmrbPSuania «8 

R S \fenanama t Bnancnaa 8 

P A da Sdra c and o snea)- 27 

■A Amalimga c Stream p P Srrang 52 

H P ucatoama c G Rennio b A vmoiBB 7 
Tft S fia*iMlhB(Bna c A Rower 

p P Slrang 51 

3 D Arusm nol oul 3 

U Mimlmaran c A FTpwe b Bnangwa n 

n' R Pu^iaekjnara r- P Strain i 

w P 0 J C Veto aoseTii i 

E.nrasinfci*') 

Total (715 overs) - -225 

Fat 1-12 2-13 3-SI a- 50 =-68 60196 7 20 8 
2W 9-225 . 

Bowling: Sirea* 55-2S-2 &«rgwa 54 «l- 
2. 0 WMtal 3-P 60 P Strang 55-2-77 -1 A 
If.Txrlall 23-6-3(3-1 
ZIMBABWE - Second Innings 
G J flenme ! Rj&jiwharana □ ^-s •Jha 15 
G VJ Ftwar na oui 0 

A R WWUI nw cul C 

Extras (Its i*i - 

Tbtal (tor 1, 10 overs) . 24 


Fan: i-2£ 

Bowling: Pushpatonara 3-1 -5-0 Da She 3- 
i-5-i MiiaWvsian 2 2-00; Amrett 2-1-10 
A viTHdal n<x o-jt . _ — 1 

M Mbangwa no* out . . . 0 

Extras ifo3 wi nc- 9! ...5 

Total (for 9) 2ST 

Fall: 1-70 2 no 3-W4 X TM 5-201 6-508 7-223 
5.V0 ■> 

Bowling: vaai 0-1 -36-2. Pushfwtonara 0-2- 
43-1. De SSva 7-1-330; MixahfBfan 32-572- 

2. Anurastfi 27-7-65-3 

WORLD SERIES INTERNATIONAL (Sydney. 
Wednesday): Austrate 250 *475 Overs; R T 
Porting 02 D S Lenmam 52: SOComot 4-E1); 
New 2&eterx3 rig (331 overs) Australia won by 
131 runs 

UNDER- 19 WORLD CUP (Pretone): England 
:y> IP J Franks. 6Ei. Baffliadash 225 to 7 IM 
Hossasi 52\ Bangladesh Undar-79 won by 
three wickets (Jofiannestxsg): tote 253: 
t-enva ra India Undar-19 won by 175 nan. 
SHEFFIELD SHIELD (First day of tour): Ho- 
oart: South Ausuato 264 (J D Sddons W5: C 
R wa« 6-6-ti , Tasmania 

Football 

Manchester United wiU play a friend- 
ly at Morthwioh Victoria on Tuesday 27 
January to mark the opening of the 
GM VauxhaD Conference side’s new 
Danebar*. Stand. 

Aitaon Hovers and ground-sharers 
Hamilton wil have to pay their match- 
es in daylight after an electrical fault 
was deiected in the floodSght system 
at Clifton lull stadium 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION firtt Di- 
vision. 'juoe'Vs. Part- Rangers 3 Wimbledon 0 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE: Re- 
arranged Fixture- Set 24 Jan: 0>tod Uld v 
Portsmouth Ftot \tole v i>ewe flrom 27 Jarv. 
Ouaensf-an Bargers v HaKnghan Fwwl i*om 
2* Jam Tae 77 Jam Oto^am v Wrerham (tram 

3. (am 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE: Tomorrow: 
HanWMi v StirSng. 10 kick -oil tnol 3 0/. 

FA CUP Fourth Hound: Sal 24 Jan: Aster Vi- 
la « West ftomrnch. ID kick -off (rWf 20 1. 
WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Cup 
tord roixxfc twangtoi 0^ WUvoa 4 TWrdrwmd 
replays: Aston Via i Portsmouth Cr. Ron Vaie 
t Arsenal i isefi ShelfMd WetoiesdayOVlte- 
toro 0 iaeii Beira S cottMh L a ag ue second 
Dnnsian: Postponed: LnHngstol * Vrwfness 
Cetotosan Thcsfle Int e rn a tional Friendly 
(Limassol): C *tous Under-* 1 England Un- 
ter « 5 FA Umbra TVophy (irM^oiind repHyx 
led- Town 3 Gresley Rovers l: SHtWGpoixne 

0 91 AJCiarii City i Dr Martens League Cup 

second-round replay. Newport (Gwent) 1 
Gtoucersr&r Ciiv 2 vMnston (sad Kent League 
First Division: Cantertxav 5 Swartey Ftxnws 
t. C-omttssn l Foo^stoie mvictB 5 Sctbwbx 
D irect League Premier Division-. Bnstegwi 

1 Came 2 Las PhilUpa Cup second round: 
WeWngion 3 Daw ten 2. Jewson Eastern 
League Premie* Division: Sohem 3 Sudbwy 
Town t League ot Wales Gilbert Cup nuar- 
ler-fmals first leg; Caumarion 4 Cemaes Wys 
MVil CwrTtoan 1 Efci»w\tele2 Press SJaia^ 
ns) Htehiand League: Fta»(ti«tr 2 Bgm 2; 
heitn > R:ci« l SmlmoH Irtsh League First 
Division: Lame i Cungannon Seths 2 FAI 
Haro Laaet Cup first-round replays: Sharti- 
roo. 5 Dro^eJa D Longtatl 1 Waysxle 
CeiK 1 Mer -ve Utd 0 S^o Rows 2 Ptto- 
Bns League Prenser Division: BVmnffUfTl City 
£ Manct^sr^ UM j (JJ HwJnesMnfl. Preswt 
0 NoRmgnam Foresi i First Division: Hutt- 
osreMd 2 Wtovss 7 Second Dlvteon: Lnccsi 
Cnv i- Elad-prd 1 League Cup Group TWO: 
Scunttope 2 Leads UI-3 2 Group Three; Det- 
Sy County 2 Notts C.imiir 0 Group Foot 


Wigan i stodgwn 2 Avon Insarence Com- 
bbiMDn First DMsfcm: SiMndon 4 Ftotsmoutfi 
V. Tianwtiem2 BnMn 0 TtwTknss Youtti 
Ciffl third round: BrlsJoi Cny ? Swansea D: t- 
sufcft 2 Bwftoti i ; lutai 2 1bdei*flnt 2; Tran- 
mere 2 Chefcea 5: Wbat Ham 1 Btscfcbum 4 
French League: MarsaBe 3 Gttegamp 0; 
Cannes 2 'Taffiauixn z Sp a n is h Cup fourth 
round first leg: Red Sodedad 0 Real Beds Z 
ExBamaCtiaSAlStetfcBtoaoO; OsasuruDDe- 
portnn La ConSls t: VatedaU 1 MeridB 1; Heal 
Zaregcea 2 AUeOco Madrid 0: Msterca 1 
Celts Vigo a Portuguese League sixth 
round: Stoa Hati 0 BoaviSB 3; Vteta o Ftse- 
nuide 2. beca 0 Sporang Lfebon 2: Ponafto 
0 Braga 1 : Mae 4 Porto 5 (ash. B&tca 1 Beva- 
Mar (L IntarraBoral triandty (Cawbtenca): 
Morocco 2 Angola i (8QD00) Friendly: Pan- 
anteato&3A)a* \ 

Golf 

GOLFPLAN INTERNATIONAL PRO-AM 
(Hours indne Bay, Tbfasgo) LsKfing second- 
round scores: 138 A Sherborn e 68711 141 R 
Coles 68 73 T42 R 9s 68 71 145 P Way 73 
72. 146 G Sherry 77 69; M Davis 73 73; G J 
Brand 7274 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Boston 5 Pittsburgh 2: Chicago * Car- 
oina i: Detroit 4 Vancouvar 0: New Jersey 4 
NY Rangers 1 : Pld a deto sa 3 Montreal 3 (off: 
NY istenders 7 Tempo Bay 1 ; Buffalo A Toron- 
to 1 : Dates 3 Si Loixs 1 toi); Edmonton 5 Cal- 
gary 2. Phoenx 3 Fbrtda 2: Cotoado 2 
Anatwvti 0: Los Angetes 4 San Jose 2. 

Ice skating 

Charlotte Clements and Gary Short- 
bnd, the British champion^ yesterday 
skated to ther best peribrinaiice h the 
second of three sections of the ice 
dance competition at the European 
Championships in MDan Their exu- 
berant Warpretaucn of the Jve enabled 
them to move ip one place to Sth out 
of 23 cordites. 

Olympic Games 

sig resort, wS sLtsrtt a^d'riBKt 
week to host the 2006 Winter 
Olympics. 

Pools dividends 
BRtTTBrS: TYetde Chance: Zlpta E11755E. 
ZOpts E313S ISpts E22Q RMr<niw£T2Ea 
Fhrs sways 5225 Eight honias £130 

Rugby Union 

Ian Greenalade. the Tteorchy hookw, 

has been suspended for six matches 
by the Mfeteh Rugby union* dfcOpB- 
nary committee tar starrphg. 

SCOTLAND A (v Ptonhem Bute, today): H 
G*hour(E*ibur^i); S Longa te tT (CatadomaL 


GSMei 

doriatJ 


J McLaren (Cate- 


dma), J Kbit (CxtecfarU: D Hodus (Ettebum 
c^JU. B Rodpttii (Scortsh Bonwsj; G UcB- 


1 KHcXsmta (Caledonia). S 
iCatodtftEU. 


Paid (Ednbumh). S Grimes ( 

Lucking (Ecteburtfit C Mather 
B Remnck (Scodlsh BadarsL M 
octos) Rtptwerherta-. D Wtto iCaJettans). 
S Welsh (Scottish Borders). G Bum (Edkv 
toriiL G FtaeMiM (Ctextone). W Anderasn 
(Cafeoctoa). K AOan (Edhburep). 


Sumo 

NEW YEAR CteAMD TOURNAMENT (Tokyo) 
f)8b day (of 75): Kaho (won 4. tasl i) M Go- 
Joro P-2); Yamato (3-21 tn Asanosho (3-2). 
Wtowwip (4-1) M Itancwri B X KWAutartio 
(4-1) bl Tbchtowoto (3-2): Tareo (2-3) to Ko- 
tonxzuma (2-31. Kotow P-5) W MKKztxn (2- 
3; CWytnakai (2-3) bt Asancwaka (2-3): 
IwlcaaMoLi (2-3 w Hsmanostoro (2-3); A*o- 
rcgiu (3-2) bt gd ^lra &- 2>: 

§Si p-4: Toetteam^n 

bt Kato p-3); Asahtyutaua (2-3) bt Utsc^ama 
(3-2): Hatonowafta 0-2) bt I^Bnaiami (4-1); 
YWanohana 0-2) W Tbsanomri tt-a-. ttnn- 
bHM p-3) t» Mujashfcnaru (4-1); Tbcnnoneda 
p ^M^Ate bono 0-2). Tkkanohana (4-1) bl 


Swimming 


totted hast* and finals: Man: 100m 
strafce: tte«3: 1 VAnteov (Rid 5SS6sec; 2 


5744. 3 M Strata fCroa) 5745: 7 A OCttTO 
(Ml 5655 Heat 6:1 E Lkbach (Isr) 5562: 2 R 
Faktoi (Qibal 5578: 3 N tthter (US) 5579; 7 
MJEtatns(ffl) 5701 Hast 7:1 LKrayzefewg 
(US) 552£2 M WttfcU (Can) 5558. 3U Webfi 
W ®30: »•» V«ey (GB 5624 Fhak 1 L 
Kttwefexfl SBOk 2 M vWsWdfCan) 65T7; 

3^171 : 3 1 Snttto (Hal 
3:5224 Rnsl: 1 I Thorpe uW) 3.4629: 2 G 
Hadatt (AtB) 3>4S44; 3 P Patnei (GB) 3:4602; 
4 E O wn Ma m 3:4660: 5 M ttesoteo (D) 
3**!» » ISrxA6 (Utri 3*016, 7 J^lSalm 


awi U Rbb*re, J Stisw, N 9nchel) 32203 
EKy us 3:1669: 2 Austrafa 3: *97: 3 Rus 
Si Gemam 3:1633: 5 Nethertands 

32 232 Wa terpota aomt-ftiat Caiada O kan 
«YuposlBia«i&£9tetariS:StaahAfrka7Naw 
Muid a US O Brad 5: Croatia 9 Italy a 
WOMEN: lOQmtwttscflyiHsslS: 1 J Deglau 
(Cm) iron DiB7sat= 2 A Ytoy (Hixig) 1 :01»: 
3 M Garcia (Sp) 10229: 5 M Redder (GBj 
1 «264 Hast 6: 1 P Thomas lAus) 5a99; 2 M 

FIXTURES 


Football 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

first division 

Stain City v Bradford City (TA5) 

THIRD DIVISION 

Colchester UM v Torquay Utd (7 AS) 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRBAMD Pn uniar Pivtalore Botiefnians v Si 

Patrick^ Atttetc (Z4S) 

Rugby Union 

WB£H CHALLENGE TROPHY Pool A: Brd- 
gend v Cadoba (Arg) (7.61 

Basketball 

BUDWEiSER LEAGUE: NmcasttoEaqiosv 
SwfflaU Sherta ( 730 L 

Other sports 

BOWLS: VteSfi Masters (Lianoffl). 


Hyman (US) 5915. 3 S CTNeS (AusJ 5953. 7 C 
Foot (GB) 1-0241 Final: 1 J Thompson (USi 
5a46: 2 A Adyama (Japan) 5&79, 3 PThcreas 
lAus) 5697; 4 M Hyman (USl 5312. 5 S OteiB 
lAisl 5927: 6 M Moravcova (ScvaK) 5947: 7 
I de Bruyi tNeUil 1 .0009; B H Kadwia (Japan) 
1.-0043 room breast m oto: Heat 3: 1 K ht*v- 
al (USl 22B06. 2 A PotaJci IGsil 2:3054: 3 A 
(Ml 2-30.73. 4 L van Owslcn (Can) 
23095: 5 L Hndmfliih (GB) 23124 Heat 5: 
1 A Kovacs (Hmg) 22721 ; 2 P Heyro |SA| 
V B f cue fBel) ?-29«; 5 J King (GB) 
£-3229 final: 1 A tows (Kino) 22545: 2 
K Kmrai (US) 25BT9: 3 J Street (USj 2^550- 
fSFUey lAusj 22663: 5 M Tanaka (Japan) 
227M: 6 P Heyns (SA) 2^731 . 7 B B«t« !Bei| 
2^aT7. 8 S Bcrstarerto (Utm 23UM water 
polo sand-final: Bradl 7 New 2eabr*l 5. Ssan 
5 1 Kazartoan 5: Canada 7 Hungaiv 5: Greece 
Xt Lkwed States 3; ttoy t> Auarate 9 Syrv 
chrortod wimmtng: Team final: 1 Russh 
S fi667p1E; 2 Japan 96267. 3 US 9703 

Tennis 

SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
Men's Singtao. second round: T Henman <CS1 
bl A Par las (Sol 7-6 6-4; T Martin (US) bl F 
Qava (Sp) 3^6 6-i 7-6. T Erejvin (Svrai U S 
!>£w (Ausi 4-6 6-4 6-2. Quarter-finals: W 
Tfebbutt IAusj bl A Cnsia ispi 6-3 6-3. Hen- 
nwn bi T Enqv® (SmI M 756-4, P Ratter 
(Am) WTMar*n(USI&4 6 7 6-i:KKucew 
JScKaT) bt J Stotenberg (Aus) 6-3 2-S 6-1 
Women's singles, second round: A Sanche* 
Vicar « (Sp) bt J Lee flail 6-2 56 6-3 
KOOVONG CLASSIC TOURNAMENT (Met- 
bourne) Second round: A Agassi iUSi Oi G 
tvarasewc (Croa) 6-4 6-76-3: P Samjxas (USl 
WG Rusedski (GBr) 7-5 61; A Medvedev flAjj 
to T Muster (Autj 7-6 6-0 
BELLSOUTH MEN'S OPEN TOURNAMENT 
(Auckland, N2) Stojlos. quarteMkrak; M Rte. 

tChiel to K Cartsen (Den) 5-7 6-4 t-i . F Man- 
tSb fSpi bl C Costa (So) 6-2 6-3: R Ftombarg 
(Aus) to 0 Hrtratv iStoraM 6-2 7-6. & Elacf 
iZbni bl C Vto* (Gal 6-4 2-6 7-5 
TASMANIAN INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S 
TOURNAMENT (Hobart) Sbigias, quortw-fl- 
nata: P Schnyaa (Sum) to B Schett (Aui) e-i 
1-6 8-3: J Kroger ISA) 1(1 A-G StoX (Frl 7-5 
62: D Van Rposl (BeJl to b Fang ICh) 7-56-3. 
M Gf=ybow3ka (Pol) bl H Nagyova (Stoiol«) 
6 -t 2-1 (ret) 
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The number of top foothe 
dubs in China which hav 
admitted offering bribes t 
referees. The corruptio 
was uncovered by , 
provincial newspapei 
which sent out question 
naires to 16 [Division A am 
B clubs. 
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Asprilla’s new tune 
hits the wrong note 
with Toon Army 


The two things the 
supporters of Newcastle 
United Football Club 
least expected to have to 
contemplate this season 
were relegation and the 
departure of Faustino 
Asprilla. 

The drop can still be 
avoided, but the exit of a 
Tyneside favourite looks 
to be a formality. Nick 
Duxbury reports. 

The shocks came thick and fast 
yesterday at Newcastle. The 
club confirmed that the player 
second only to Alan Shearer in 
the affections of the Toon Army 
had indeed asked to leave and 
moreover they had given him 
permission to talk to Parma 
about a move back to the Ital- 
ian club. 

Faustino Asprilla, 29-year- 
old Colombian international, 
who joined Newcastle from 
Parma in February 1996 for 
£7 -5m. went about training as 
usual, but the heart the fans 
thought beat only for Tyneside 
now longs for Italy. 


The Barnsley manager Danny 
Wilson signed the Norwegian 
international Jan Age Fjortoft 
from Sheffield United yesterday 
-after initial fears the deal was 
dead due to Brian Deane's 
£lm departure to Benfica. 

Wilson moved in for Fjortoft 
yesterday after watching him 
play for the Blades in Tuesday's 
FA Cup third-round replay at 
Bury, but when the Benfica 
coach, Graeme Souness, moved 
in to secure Deane the deal 
seemed in jeopardy. 

United’s chief executive. 
Charles Green, had said the 
club would not contemplate 
selling two strikers. But, in a 
change of policy which leaves 
United with just two senior 
forwards on their books in 
Dean Saunders and Gareth 
Taylor, the Blades have derid- 
ed to part with both players. 

Like Deane, Fjortoft has 
signed a two-and-a-half year 
deal with his new club, with 
Barnsley paying £800,0*10. The 
Oakwell chairman, John Den- 
nis, believes the former Swin- 
don and Middlesbrough striker 
is a much-needed addition to 
the squad, particularly with 
the £1.5m club record signing, 
the Macedonian international 
Georgi Hristov, haring failed to 


And there was more to come 
with the Newcastle manager, 
Kenny Dalglish, admitting that 
had be known of Asprilla's in- 
tentions he would never have 
sold Les Ferdinand to Totten- 
ham for£6m. With Shearer in- 
jured, Ferdinand gone and 
Asprilla about to leave, Dalglish 
is left with a pop-gun attack with 
which to secure Premiership 
safety. 

Dalglish was disappointed at 1 
Asprilla's decision, but realised 
that if the Colombian wanted to 
go there was not much the dub 
could do about iL The manag- 
er also claimed that Asprilla had 
told him at the start of the sea- 
son that he would be happy to 
stay until the summer. 

Although the United boss 
tried to persuade the South 
American to chan ge his mind, 
it now seems certain the way is 
left open for the striker, whose 
skills delighted the St James' 
Park crowd, to return to Sene 
A with Parma. 

“We believed Tino was per- 
fectly happy at the start of the 
season. If not we would not 
have sold Les Ferdinand to Tot- 
tenham,” said D alglish - who Will 
hope to recoup the bulk of the 
£7Jm that his predecessor, 


score consistently since his sum- 
mer arrival. “Danny has been 
looking for someone who can 
regularly score goals and Jan fits 
the bOL” Dennis said. 

Deane, who passed his med- 
ical yesterday, has agreed a 
deal believed to be worth 
£20,000 per week - wages which 
the Blades revealed were “im- 
possible to match". United have 
been forced to cash in as Deane 
would have been out of contract 
in the summer and available to 
leave the dub on a free trans- 
fer under the Bosnian ruling. 

Andy Hinchdiffe's £3.2m 
move from Everton to Totten- 
ham was called off because of 
problems caused by an old cru- 
ciate ligament injury- The Eng- 
land left-back has been told that 
Spurs do not believe he will be 
frilly fit for about three months. 

In a confidential letter to 
Everton, the White Hart Lane 
club explained that their 
medical checks revealed Hinch- 
diffe's thigh muscle was weak- 
ened as a result of the cruciate 
injury. He was out for nine 
months with crudate ligament 
damage sustained in December 
1996, and during his rehabili- 
tation the thigh muscle on the 
leg was impaired. 

- Alan Nixon 


Kerin Keeg3iL paid for the en- 
tertaining Asp rill a. 

“When his [Asprilla’s] agent 
spoke to us just before Christ- 
mas and said bis player was un- 
happy we dismissed this. In 
fact, we ignored Parma's ap- 
proaches twice. But, if he wants 
to leave, it is in our interests as 
well as his to allow him to go. 

“The dub have spoken to 
Parma and Tine will be talking 
to them but most of the stuff is 
done on the deal -certainly be- 
tween Parma and Tiro - and it 
should go through very quickly.” 

Dalglish admitted that As- 
prilla bad been popular in the 
dressing-room with bis team- 
mates as well as with the fans. 

“He was very popular with 
the rest of the lads and instead 
of remembering recent days I 
would like to remember him for 
his performance against 
Barcelona,” he said, referring to 
Asprilla’s stunning Champions' 
League bat-trick against the 
Spanish giants in mid-Septem- 
ber. 

“It’s a bit of a disappoint- 
ment that we've had to make a 
decision at this moment in time 
and that disappointment I am 
sure wiU be shared with our sup- 
porters,” he added. 

Asprilla was at Newcastle’s 
Chester-le-Street- training 
ground yesterday, although be 
did not train with the rest of the 
squad as they prepared for the 
Bolton game. 

The Colombian has been 
struggling for form and fitness 
since recovering from a groin 
operation which kept him out 
for three months and is cur- 
rently out of the side with a 
thigh injury. 

Asprilla’s immin ent depar- 
ture is sure to put Dalglish un- 
der increasing pressure to make 
a major signing. Yesterday’s 
s igning of the 24-year-old for- 
mer West Ham and Metz cen- 
tre-back, David Tfcrrier, did not 
quite fit the bilL 

Keegan, now running the 
show at Third Division Fulham, 
was amazed to hear that As- 
prilla could be leaving. 

“I fetched him and a lot of 
people blamed him for losing us 
the championship, which was to- 
tally unfair,” Keegan said. “Peo- 
ple questioned why he came. He 
was bought for the Newcastle 
fens not for anyone else and 
they will be very sad to see him 
g°- 

“They wiU miss him. but if 
Kenny thinks that is right then 
as long as he spends the mon- 
ey on another player of equal 
standing, who maybe can bring 
Newcastle more success than 
they are enjoying at the mo- 
ment, I think the fans will put 
up with it.” 

Fulham deal, page 26 
More football, page 29 


Fjortoft fits the 
bill for Barnsley 



Looking bade A subdued Faustino Asprilla arrives at Newcastle United’s training 
ground in Chester-le-Street yesterday Photograph: North News 
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ACROSS 20 

Get rid of people in child- 
ish competition? (4, 4) 24 

Frightened sdiool's head 
was concerned (6) 25 

Punter gets mare nobbled 

(s> 

Old fool at the end of the 26 
line? (6) 

Went on game of golfj be- 
coming persuaded (6, 5) 27 

Become the recipient of 
fashionable cut treatment 

sporting contest Test in- l 

vofving most of the cricket 
side? ip) 

Outgoing paxtygoer 
brought in no longer teeto- 
tal? (9) 

Girl appearing in myth or 
allegory (5) 3 


Splendid crowd - three, 
say? (5, 6) 

Banking system rejected in 
the beginning (6) 

Vtetch exercises, beginning 
to consider getting into 
condition (8) 

Child with nothing snatch- 
ing mother’s bit of salad 
( 6 ) 

How contract could be de- 
scribed, to a large extent 
( 2 , 6 ) 

DOWN 


What's important for 
theatre audience? A good 
deal rests on actor’s part 
(1°) 

Confuse police - act unex- 
pectedly, snatching money 

Girl came up to embrace 
one (5) 
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4 

6 
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8 
11 

13 

14 
16 


21 


22 

23 


Gets over song and eases 
tension? (6^, 3) 

Tbp cat due to be over- 
thrown in this? 'fop dog, 
rather! (4, 5) 

Split hair, if treated, mil 
yield this (4) 

Night and day on a boat 
(4) 

Evidently failing to make 
the cut? f 3,23,4} 

Baffle directors m showing 
underlying support (10) 
Sins are fun when misbe- 
having? It’s not right (10) 
Gather the idea's to con- 
tinue in power? 

Take the lid off a 


policy for the HU (5) 
Idiot student brought in a 
small amount (4) 

Some form life held up in 
documentary? (4) 


RUGBY U NION 

Surgeon lambasted for 
claiming ear was not bitten 


The Great Mystery of 
Simon Fenn’s Ear 
reached new heights of 
black comedy yesterday 
as both London Scottish 
and Bath distanced 
themselves from the 
latest medical opinion on 
the subject. 

Chris Hewett reports on 
a very peculiar turn of 
events. 

Philip Bliss, honorary surgeon 
to Bath Rugby Club, dipped an 
uninvited toe into the murky wa- 
ters of the Kevin Yates ear-bit- 
ing saga yesterday and promptly 
found himself on the receiving 
end of some sharp rebuttals 
from eveiy conceivable direc- 
tion. Mr Bliss’ view that the in- 
jury suffered by Simon Fenn 
during last weekend's Bath- 
London Scottish cup tie showed 
no sign of being caused by a 
rogue set of teeth brought a fu- 
rious reaction from the com- 
plainants and an embarrassed 
one from the defendants. 


Mr Bliss had not personally 
examined Fean at any stage of 
the scandal yet he still felt 
able to venture an opinion on 
the matter. “There was no tis- 
sue loss and do teeth marks,” be 
was reported as saying. “In ba- 
sic terms, tbe only person who 
said it was a bite was Fenn. It 
is perfectly arguable that it 
could have been a stud.” 

All of which was too much 
for London Scottish, who were 
already feeling tender at criti- 
cism of their initial move in cit- 
ing the entire Bath front row for 
foul play. u It was a bite, not a 
boot," Richard Yerbrny, the Ex- 
iles’ chief executive, said. “We 
have evidence that clearly 
shows the cause of injury and 
it will be presented to the Rug- 
by Football Union at the ap- 
propriate time. 

“We want to resolve this 
properly and not turn it into a 
circus, but we will take very 
firm steps to slap down at- 
tempts to divert attention from 
the real cause of injury. Calms 
that the was not a bite are start- 
ing to seem like a smoke- 
screen. Mr Bliss' comments 


have caused outrage here at the 
club.” 

Bath were no more sup- 
portive of the surgeon's “find- 
ings’' and quickly distanced 
themselves from his comments. 
“They have been made in a per- 
sonal capacity and not as an of- 
ficer or employee of the club,” 
said the club in a formal state- 
ment “We neither requested 
nor encouraged any statement 
from Mr Bliss.” 

Yates, the loose-bead prop 
suspended by Bath pending 
further inquiries, will appear be- 
fore an internal disciplinary 
hearing on Tuesday. The pro- 
ceedings may be chaired by an 
independent legal expert, pos- 
sibly a circuit judge, but what- 
ever the findings, the whole 
issue will still go before the 
RFU’s own disciplinary panel. 

Meanwhile, Philippe Saint- 
Andre, the French captain, will 
miss next month’s Five Na- 
tions opener with England in 
Paris because of a chronic thigh 
condition. The Gloucester wing 
had a scan on Wednesday be- 
fore being ruled out of all rug- 
by for six weeks. 
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CRICKET 


Positive Russell 

ready to reclaim 
his Test place 



Jack Russell can start his move 
back into the Tfest arena after a 
17-month absence, when he 
plays in the opening match of 
England’s tour of the West In- 
dies, starting here in Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, today. 

The Gloucestershire wick- 
etkeeper, who was dropped for 

the Pakistan is at The Oval 
in August, 1996 and did not play 
in Zimbabwe or New Zealand 
last winter, or in tbe Ashes se- 
ries last summer, looks to be 
amn^g eight certainties for the 
first Test against West Indies at 
Sabina Park later this month. 

He can begin to shed his 
frustrations in England’s four- 
day match against Jamaica at 
Jarre tt Park, in which the Tfest 
side wiS begin to take shape. Af- 
ter that, England have only a 
match at Chetwin Park, Kings- 
ton. West Indies A be- 

fore the serious business starts. 

“I really hope I play in those 
two four-day matches,” Russell 
sa ftf- “IVe been out for 22 Tests 
and it really does seem longer 
than that. It gets harder every 
time when I’m left out, but I’ve 
remained positive and I've told 
everybody that m not finish up 
on 49 Tests," 

Mike Atherton, Alec Stew- 
art, Nasser Hussain, Graham 
Thorpe, Andy Caddicfc, Dean 
Headley, Angus Fraser and 
Russell can virtually rely on 
launching England's bid to win 
their first series in tbe Caribbean 
for 30 years. Mark Ramprakash, 
John Crawley and Adam Hoi- 
lioake may be playing for one 
batting place, while Mark 


Butcher could occupyitbc No ^ 
berth and be a fourth seamer. 

Butcher; who opened in five 
of the axUssagainst Australia 
last summer, is seen as adept at 
playing the short-pitched de- 
livery, and England have a his- 
tory of including three opening 
batsmen in the Caribbean. 

. England will be doubly con- 
scious not to be as slow off the 
blocks as they were in Zim- 
babwe last winter and Atherton 
recognises time is short and the 
opportunity cannot be wasted. 

“You can’t struggle in the 
early games and expect to turn 
it on in the Tests,” Atherton 
said. “We've got to get our side 
rightlo give us a chance to strike 
ea rly Winnin g is a habit .and - 

weSre got to get into it." 

Atherton acknowledged feat 
it would not be possible to give 
everybody an outing in those two 
games. “We have got to get in to 
the groove as quickly as-posa- 
bie,” he mid. He thinks there are 
two ways of dealing with die chal- 
lenge of ending England’s loag 
drought in the West Indies. 
**The record will either intimi- 
date us or we will use it asan im- 
mense challenge. The- whole, 
squad can see a huge opportu- 
nity to be the first teanr to Wit 
in the Caribbean for a. Jong 
time,*’ he added. ' . . i 
Jamaica will pick from a. 
squad of 14 and will be capf 
rained by Jimmy Adams and not 
Courtney Walsh. The ‘ fast 
bowler and former Wfest Indies : 
captain will sit the match puL 
- David Reid. MonJ&go Bay, 
Jamaica 
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Unrest may lead to switch 
from Guyana to Antigua 



The West Indies Cricket Board 
will decide next week whether 
England’s third Test with the 
West Indies will go ahead in 
Guyana, where political unrest 
after last month’s elections has 
led to violence. 

With opposition parties dis- 
puting the election results, large 
numbers of people are ignoring 
a government order banning 
street marches. Ifolice have used 
tear gas and even fired indis- 
criminately into the crowds to 
disperse protesters. 

A bomb exploded last week 
in the only major hotel in 
Georgetown, the capital of the 
state on the north coast of 
South America, has added to 


the tensions . The Foreign Of- 
fice has advised against all but 
essential travel to Guyana. 

The Guyanan Cricket 
Board, which is. scheduled to 
stage the Tfest at Georgetown’s 
Bourda ground, is holding a se- 
ries of meetings with British 
High Commission representa- 
tives over the next few days be- 
fore the decision is taken on 
whether the game start as . 
planned on 27 February or 
whether it should be moved. 

The GCB secretary, Bish 
Panday, said yesterdayhe was 
optimistic that the match will go 
ahead, but an alternative could 
be to take it to Antigua. 

Action for A team, page 29, v 
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No Money To Feed The Children . 
No Money To Heat The Orphanages. 


Bulgaria is a country in the midst of a serious economic > 
crisis. Now thousands of children are suffering terribly as . ~ 
winter reaches its coldest point Urgent help is needed 

There is little money to heat the orphanages. ■ , y 
Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 
villages and rarely know where tbe next meal is coming . 
from. In some areas children, like Yordan. are going hungry 
and the cold could prove fatal for many children this winter. 
Without aid tins could be catastrophic for Bulgaria's * • 

orphanage children. 

The European Children's Trust, sister charity of The 
Romanian Orphanage Trust, is ready to distribute emergency 
food packs, clothes and fuel to the orphanages in most need. 

Your gift today will save lives and bring hope. 
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FMi'iisc send wliaK'vrr \ou t;in to help children 
sure ice the winter or call 01273 299.V19 NOW 
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f -eDctosc £. to save Bulgarian orphanage children. Cheques to 

■ The European Children’s Trust Or debit my AccessA^isa/CAF card | 

■ Canino . Expiry date 

| Sfenftww* D ate 'll — - J 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms_ 


.Postcode 


Telephone no. 


Retain Rx Taya Baron, QD12\ Bulgaria Emerge ncy 
Appeal. Tbo Earopem Oifldrcn's Trust. FREEPOST . . 
RE83S9 . M Q«n Saw, LONDON. BC4B 4AR or call 

01273 299399 NOW. KagUtraed Charily Na 1048737 


Please act NOW - winter is here 
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